B ACTIVISTS: Workshops are

REGIONAL

Environmentalists in training prepare to defend forests

with food and water, slespl

books and perhaps a oo uln
being held tn order phone until they are forcibl
(o familiarize newcomers eoved ot 3m 0wt of foed and we
wuhpromumtm ter — or all the trees around them

OAKRIDGE (AP) — l'.mrmm
mentalists from across the nation
are in training to become “forest
defenders” sast of here at a rough
hewn hillside fortress dubbed
“Cascadia Froe State.”

Some U.S. Forest Service offi.
clals derisively call It “Disney
land on the hill "

Here, activists are attending
work with names such as
“blockading techniques,” “cal
and mouss gamis,” and “'When

«the Froddies Knook' < a refer
ence 1o ths arrival of federal law
enforcement agents

The activists bellove they soon
will be called upon 10 use their
noew skills when the Thomas
Creok Logging & Lumber Co. be
gins logging the Wamer Creek fire
arva

When that happens, activists
will climb troes throughout the
9,000-acre forest, said Grog Kahl
o voteran of more than six years of
protests over logging of the North-
west's remaining  old-growth
forests

There they'll stay, squippoed

have beoen cut down

But Kahl and others who have
maintained & vigil since last Sep
tember say they won't let ke
into the area that was bumned in a
1991 arson fire

At lesst not withoul the resis-
tance thoy say Wamer Creek de-
sorves as the “focal t” in the
war over the Northwest's old

wih forests and the salvage

waing rider passed by Congross

“1 guarantes you — there will
bo hundreds of pmplo putting
thelr bodies on the line out hers,”
savs Tim Ream, a 34-year-old en-
vironmental activist who has be-
come a national figure in the wake
of his 75-day bunger strike lan
yoar to protest the salvage rider

“For every person in this camp
today, thers are dozens more In
town and across the Northwest
who have aleady trained and
know what to do when the mo-
ment of truth arrives,” Ream says

Neither the Forest Service or
the logging company that bought
the iimber are saying when log-
ging will begin

“1 would assume it should be

same time fairly soon.” says Patti
lurn. a spokeswoman for the
Willamette National Forest in Eu-
gene. Rogers says the arca s
closed 1o logging for reasons of
wildlife protection through the
end of June

The Forest Service has boen
monitoring the protesters but
does not intend 1o remove them
until logging is mady to begin, she
says.

“Otherwise it's a tremendous
strain on our resources. Our expe
rience with this soit of entrench
nent is that you can bring the pro
testers oul but they will go 10
court and be back out there the
next day. It's better to walt. ™

Although Forest Service offi
clals have taken a hands-off ap
proach to date, they wam activists
already fisce prosecution for viola
tions ranging from trespassing to
destruction of government prop
arty

“In some cases, we're lalking
more than trespassing — we're
talking sbout felonies,” Rogers
says. "Our inten? s to prosecute
the people up there 1o "uli extent
rmahlr for the damage that has

sooni done and the! taxpayers will
have o pay for 1o repair ”

The damage includes a series of
trenches that activists dug in the
road afler a federal judge in Eu

gene nuled the Forest Service had
a right to log timber from the area

Once only & fow fest across, the
trenches have grown to more than
20 foet wide and 15 fest deep at
some points. Elsewhere along the
road are barricades of rocks and
downad trees, and tall tripods on
which protesters intend to perch
in an effort 10 halt oncoming
hesvy equipment

Chains dangle off activists’
arms and from tent ts in the
camp. Protests int t0 uso these
to “lock down.,” which means
placing their arms into plastic
pipes inserted into concrete-filled
55-gallon drums and locking
themselves to rebar, that is an
chored deep into the ground

By the middle of last week,
there were maore than 70 people in
camp. their small dome tents
sprinkled along the rondway and
on the hillsides above the gate

Vehicles are parked a mile be-
low the log fort on the other side
ol a large new barricade made of
boulders and logs. License plates
bear testimony to Warner Creek's
high profile in the nation’s envi-
ronmental communily — there
are cars and trucks from Viginia,
lllinois, New York, Nebraska, Ver-
mont, Connectiout and New Mex
Mo

The protesters ame a diverse
group, many of them drawn by
national news coverage of the
Wamer protest in news media
ranging from The New York
Times to CHS' “60 Minutes.”

lohn Garrett, 40, is a former
business law professor at the Uni
versity of Nebraska. He arrived
last weak and plans to stay “how
ever long it takes to save this
patch of trees. ™

Kelli Komiss, 22, a recent grad-
uate from University of Texas,
came last week with friend, but
admits she wasn't much of an en-
vironmentalist. “All | ever did
was a little recycling and com
posting.”

But Komiss says her briel stay
al Warner Creek has made her a
believer

‘When the Forest Service
comes, | want to be right there in
the front,” she says. “I'm willing
to be arrested — the law doesn't
mean much to me any more. Not
when there's something like this
al stake. ™

A few participants joke and
laugh through the exercises. But
most seem solemn, even grim at
times. It's a reflection of what they
say is a growing conviction that
“the Freddies” will seon come
knocking st Wamner Crook.

Police find woman suspected of abandoning newborn in restaurant parking lot

Heo had sulfered a fractured skull and was

W WITNESSES: (ustomers

in McDonalds saw a woman carrying

TUKW[I.;\ Wuh [M’]— A zoywold
University of W student was be-
ing questionad M. y in the sbandon-
ment of 8 newbom baby in a trash can at &
McDonald's parking lot

The full-term boy was found about
7:30 a.m., shortly after his birth — appar-
ently ina mlnmm puhue sald

"."...'..".’..'.'.'.

in intensive care st Childrens Hospital in
Seattle, He was in sorious but stable condi
ton Monday afternoon, hospital
spokesman Dean Fortes said

A young woman was arrested Monday
afternoon on the University of Washington
campus, said Assistant Police Chief Keith
Halnes in this south Seattle suburt

“She, we belleve, is the mother of the
child found this merming,” Haines said.

She mado comments, overheard by the
medics who examined her, indicating she
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had given birth in a parking lot earlier in
the day. Haines said. The medics “didn"t
beliove she was in any medical danger,” he
sadd

Haines declined 10 relsase her name be-
fore authorities had determined how to pro-
oood in the case. He sald she likely would
be held in the King County Jall sfter police
had finished questioning her

Charges would be determined by King
County prosecutons

Witnesses st the restaurant reported see-
ing a young Aslan woman with blood on
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her legs carrying a bundle wrapped in pa-
per and plastic, Haines said.

Those withesses also gave authonities the
license-plate number uf & car the woman
was seon getting into. Witness reports indi-
cate another woman may have been driving
the vehicle

Police traced the car 1o the Kent home of
the student’s parents, who directed them 1o
the University of Washington, Halnes said
Campus police helped Tukwila officors lo-
cate the car in a campus parking lot and

find the student
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