! Remembering the Ducks: SOFTBALL

= B % n R

A Tral W 8T L EIVE ey

The Oregon softball team opened the year with a new fleld and high hopes. But through thelr season, the Ducks endured countloss rainouts and the stiffest of competition

while playing in the nation’s top conference. The most significant moment came after

the season when head coach Tami Brown resigned for personal reasons afler eight ses-

sons of leading the team. Also gone next year will be shortstop Kathy Stahl (shown above recelving congratulations after a game-winning double). the most prolific offen

sive player in Oregon history

Kearney: Freebies will be missed
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On freebies ...

As a sports journalist, | have been treated to
soma of the best perks a college student could
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: : B snk for helping me
Vong the way 1-|:' cular order e Emer
whe 1w rid stalfers | worked with (vou know who you
are, dammuit); Chris “Métz"™ Metz, Kris "Red”
Henry, Dave “Murray” Charbanneau and Steve

ol B Vmnsactions” Mims; Charlie Fiss, Scott Simp
son and the Laquinta Inn East for disposing of all
the empty (and not ampty) beer cans during my
Cotton Bow! stay; Wayne Wanta and Rick Burton;
Ron Bellamy, Bob Baum, Bob Clark, Ken "5« Iﬂlil.
Goe and Ron Richmond; Mike Bellottl, Charlie

Waters, Troy Balley and Justin Wilcox (mv faith

We are talking about the chance to cover the
Rose Bowl, & free trip to Dallas (which included
but was not limited to four pounds of crawfish, a
22-ounce steak, unlimited gin and tonics, a
chance to flip Rick Neuheisel the bird and a free
Cotton Bowl bag), numerous pre-football game
lunches, free pop at basketball games (a priceless

commodity) and about a million “Napoleon Kauf-

man for Helsman Trophy Candidate™ postcards

just when | had no money to eat, there would
be some team awards banquet that wou'd put
food in my belly and give me a reason not 1o do
homework.

ful radaor), Jerry Green, Bobby Braswell and Bri
an Willlams; Ben Andrews, Karl Keska and Matt
Davis; Dave, Jamie, Steve, Emmy, loe, Chad and
Paul from Sports Information (for putting up with
me); Raswan Sockol and Chris Hayashi (again, for
putting up with me); Tim Resnik and )ibliminis
(thanks for the gin); Bill “Cracker” Campbell, Dan
Painter, Brock Billings, Mike McCuirk and, of
course, Nancy Hay

Okay. maybe | did have the energy and will to

What am | going to do next year?

The Heart and Soul ...

| would not have been able to do my job with
out the dedication and support [ got from my

fill 26 inches of copy. So there, Charbonneau
T'revor Kearney, a junior majoring in journalism
was the sports editor for the Emerald. E-mail
tkearney@glodstone. uoregon edu

Baseball: LSU perfect with Morris in lineup
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LSU got a two-run homer from
Morris to beat Miami 9-8 Satur
day for the championship of the
College World Series

It was the most dramatic fin
ish in the 50-year history of the
CWS

“It still seoms like it happenad
to someone else and not me,”
said Morris. “Coach has talked
about seeing yoursell winning a
game, dreaming about it, and if
you do it enough, it will become

real.”

LSU! coach Skip Bertman had
faith in Morris, a preseason All
American

‘He was the best guy to have
up there for a base hit,” Bertman
said. "l didn't ligure on & home
run.”

Morris missed 40 games after
breaking his hand in April, then
came back to play in the NCAA
regionals. The Tigers were 22-0
with him starting at second base

As Morris’ line drive cleared

the right field fence, Miami
players were stunnad. Shortstop
Alex Cora, who tripled home
two runs in the fifth and put
Miami ashead 8-7 with a two-out
single in the top of the ninth,
crumpled to the ground in dis
beliaf

I got my hit to put the team
ahead. | thought, ‘I'm going to be
8 hero,'” Cora said. 'l kept
thinking, we are so close, so
close, one hitter away, and we
just didn't do it.”
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Avalanche in line |

for playoff
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MIAMI (AP Who are the
Colorado Avalanche anvway?

hey dont have a greal tra
il ram
They do have a solid defonse

Ll Il;vt' sLOres

and a spectacular goalie. On
Monday night, they could have
a Stanley Cup

A win would complete a
sweap of the Florida Panthers

sweep

four butl they e not celebral
ing yel
We'm not thinking beyond
getting ourselves |llr'1l.lli‘l| lor
the Hrst shift of the game,’
Avalanche coach Mare Craw
ford said
In the regular season, Col
orado had the league's second

best record bul was over

and end a season that began
after a franchise move from
Quebec with a jubilant skate
around the rink with the cup
held high

The Panthers, though, don‘t
think a victory in Game 4 and
a return to Denver for a fifth
game Thursday night is that
unlikely

“1 don’t think there's a guy
on this squad that's going to
roll over,” Panthers captain

shadowed in the West by the
Ked Wings, who set an NHL
record with 62 victories

And the Avalanche didn't
have household names like
Mario Lemileux or Wayne
Gretzky to draw attention,
although unassuming Joe
Sakic was the league's third
leading scorer

Quietly, they kept winning
with the NHL's second high

Brian Skrudland sald. “"We've
come this far. What the heck
A couple of more plane rides
is worth "

Colorado would like just one

a return home with the cup
after 18 years without a title in
Quebec. Not long ago, even the
Avalanche weren't overly con
fident that would happen

“A lot of players probably
questioned how good we are,”
Colorado’s Claude Lemieux
sald. "Then, once we won the
first round, everyone thought,
*hey, we beat a good club.” ™

That six-game series against
Vancouver in which the
Avalanche won the last two by
a goal each boosted their con-
fidence. They followed that

ost scoring team, a disciplined
defonse and goalle Patrick
Roy, who is three wins shy of
Ken Dryden's record of 10
straight finals victories with
Montreal
“"We ware in a new market,
a smaller city than Detroit
and New York.,” Lemieux
sald. ""We didn't have the
(wide) coverage all year that
we could have gotten.
“With the run we had this
yoear, if we can close it and
win it all, we're going to get
that sort of recognition.”
The Panthers certainly
know how good Colorado Is
Colorado has outscored
Florida 8.0 in the second
period with eight different
players scoring
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