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HCP program taet* tor one term and oWere atudenta from migrant famihee toe opportunity to earn a GEO 

HEP students overcome obstacles 
■ GRADUATION: All 34 
students in the high school 
equivalency program 
received their GEDs 

By Jartnlfar Schmitt 
iOueatm Itte**** 

Unlike previous graduating 
classes. all of the 34 students 
who entered the High School 
Equivalency spring program 
received their Graduate Equiva- 
lence thpinsnas 

"Typically. wa have at Wat 
ana or two at intent* who have to 
leave and return the nest year." 
•aid Emilio Itamandea |r, HEP 
director. “But this was a very 
cohesive group and they really 
supported each other * 

Th* energy and skill* stu- 
dent* gain from the program 
increase their c hance for sue 

cess in future careers, said Hec• 
tor Hernande*. career and 
placement counselor, who 
•poke at last night's spring grad 
uation ceretnom tn the EMU Fir 
Room 

Graduate Martha Garcia. I ft. 

bad to leave her 3 month-old 
baby with hot parent* in North 
Plain* to »he could attend the 
HEP program 

'It was really hard to leave my 
baby there and to got ail of the 
homework done for my clasae*." 
Garcia Mid "I wont homo every 
weekend 

She it planning on attending 
Oregon State University in the 
fell and will be studying to be 
either e fuvenile counselor or a 

teacher. 
More than 3,000 migrant stu- 

dent* have graduated from I thi’ 
and received their Graduate 
Equivalence Diploma (GED) 
tinea ihe program was estate 
tithed at the Univetsity in t9t»8 

The HEP * entire budget U 
funded by the federal govern- 
ment. Hemandec Mid The 
Department of Education 
approved 93 percent of coming 
year'* program budget, he Mid 

Because of the funding cut, 
ihe program will have to reduce 
the enrollment h\ approximate' 
ly 5 student* a term, Hernandez 
Mid 

/ The University 
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The program doe* not receive 
any University funding and 
none of the student* pay tuition 
because they fall below the 
poverty line. Hernandez said. 

Students are recruited from 
along the west coast and Idaho, 
said April Thompson, recruiting 
assistant. 

"There is no HEP program in 
California.** Thompson said 
"We have some students coming 
ail the way from San Uiogo" 

HEP's S-year funding autho 
nzatiun expires at the end of 
199? Sterling in July. Hernan- 
dez and representatives from the 
other 22 programs across the 
country, will begin gathering let- 
ters in support of a contract 
renewal. 

"With the positive climate in 
this country concerning the 
need to educate all children, we 

have some good support in the 
Senate.” Hernandez said. "But it 
is going to he difficult I think 
we have about a SO W) chance of 
winning ** 
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