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Sports 
reporting is 
an adventure 

Finn 
let roe «ay that 

Andrea need* u> get 
a clue" 

Yea, il has been a wonder 
ful vital for me 

When ! was hired u a 

•port* reporter last June. I 
wu asked in my interview if 
I expected my gender to play 
a role in my job. I knew that 
il would, but I told the men 
who hired me that I could 
take any sort of heel, and I 
could handle being a woman 
in a male-dominated prof** 
sion. 

Was I wrong? Many pen 
pie thought so. especially 
after a couple columns I 
wrote at the end of the year. 

I had people tell me that it 
took a lot of "balls" to write 
an anti-Rlaxnr* column in 
the state of Oregon. Problem 
is. I am a woman I have no 

"balls" in the first place. 
OPINION 

T 

UTOflTS 
told me 

that I wu 

suicidal 
My mother 
was even 

surprised 
that I had 
the "guts" 
to write the 
column 
because 

always considered me to 
be thin-skinned. 

I d like to say that I didn't 
expect to gut the outrage that 
1 was subjected to. but I did 
l knew the letters would 
come, I ju*t didn't expert 
them to tit leek me »o person 
ally 

1 wea called “an ignorant 
piece of •*%!." a 'ilmnl) 
chick.' and a “bitch" just to 
name a few. Wow' I was per 
foctly content with people 
not agreeing with my opin- 
ion*. but I now have the fuel- 
ing that 1 am the mwt hated 
person in sports 

Did this have anything to 
do with tha fact that I am a 
woman? If one of the men on 
the sports staff had written a 

similar column, would they 
have gotten aeven letter*? 

My co-worker* tell me 

they are envlou* tliat I got *o 

many responses My total for 
the year wa* 11 letter* to the 
editor, phone call*, or e-mail 
mmoagea 

That'* about 11 mote than 
anybody elae got. They tell 
me that means people are 

actually reading my 
columns I guess I should 
feel special But if* hard to 
feel good about your writing 
when If* getting response* 
like “DeYoung annoys, 
should be forced out of Ore- 
gon 

Actually. 1 did get some 

positive responses about my 
columns, even the Blarer* 
one Unfortunately, support- 
er* never bother to write let- 
ter* to the editor 

Turn «o DeYOUNG Pa^e 12 

Slip and slide 

Junior Ur* dtvM for tha ball at jumor Amy McNaoi itefl) and nophornwos ShaMby Edward* (m*Wte> and Tia Stewart (ngMUoofc on 
Th« votioybaB team won only on* Paahc 10 Conteranc* match but A waanl (or lack of «!*ort m vwy km* many mafcdw* to frve oama* 

Colorado beats Florida with second-period flurry 
■ HOCKEY Avalanche took Game 1 
of the Stanley Cup Finals Irom the 
Panthers 3-1 

DENVER (AP) — The Florid* Panther* 
had surprised three consecutive playoff 
opponent* with Game t victories. Thu time, 
there wm no iurprise — except on the Pan 
them. 

The Colorado Avalanche finally tolled 
Florida * suffocating defense and super 
steady goallender |ohn Vanbieabruuc:k with 
a three goal flurry in 3 49 of the second peri 
od and won the Stanley Cup opener 3-1 
Tuesday night 

Scott Young swung the momentum to the 
Avalanche and their pompom waving fans 
with a seemingly soft goal that defused the 
importance of several early Florida defen 
sive stand* 

Mike Ricci and Uw» Krupp quickly fol 
lowed with goals a* Colorado seised whet 
history show* is often a series-swinging vic- 
tory. 

"We came out a little hesitant in the first 

Cod." Ricci said. "They played very solid 
key. they work very hard We didn't 

come out with our best effort W# picked it 
up a little bit. got our forecheck going, and 
we caught a couple of breaks " 

Since the NHL switched to a best-of-7 
playoff formal, the Game I winner ha* gone 
on to win 45 of 57 Stanley Cup champi- 
onship*. )ust as the New Jersey Devils did in 
upsetting the Detroit Red Wings last reason 

(mrmi 2 will bn Thursday night in Denver 
before the Stanley Cup lake* its moat 
southerly «wing ever by shifting to Mount lor 
lam* 3 cm Seturday night 

The Panther*, whom unyielding detente 
I* similar In the Devil*' oft copied neutral 
tune trap, were 3-0 in (lame I* lettuce Toe* 
day. beating Boston. Philadelphia and Pitta* 
burgh But Colorado countered with a more 

telling statistic a 34 20 second period 
playoff K.omij) advantage 

Patrick Roy, who already own* two Stan 
ley Cup ring* ami ia trying for a third with a 
team that wax atilt the Quebec Nordique* a 
year ago. preserved the lead with 23 save# in 
hi* record •atting 133rd playoff start. 

He broke the record «et by Billy Smith, for- 
merly of the New York Islander* and now 
Florida's goallending coach. 

The Panthers, making the ctip finals in 
only their third season of existence. weren't 

supposed to be here — and in Colorado's 
fatal and near flawless second period, they 
weren't. 

Maybe it wa* the mile-high atmosphere 
getting to a team that stockpiled canisters of 
oxygen in their dressing room Or maybe il 
was e finds of playing a third critical game in 

a six-day span during which the Avalanche 
only relaxed. 

But the Panthers fell as flat a* the McNi- 
cbols Arena ice midway through the second 
period after their defense dictated the early 
tempo, and playoff star Tom Fitzgerald's 

goal lit lb SI gave lh«i» a 1-0 lead 
Florida had just killed (dlorado's hn mtil 

power play of the period when Young daftly 
sailed a 25 foot slap shot by a screened off 
Vanfoeabmui k '» I aft shoulder at to 32 of the 
second 

Vanblmbrout i. whose M.7 save pen ent- 
<*«•» «H the biM of the playoff*. Ilka* to *tay 
low to prevent tip-in* and deflection* and 
never seemed to road Young* *hut a* It 
canto out of a crowd of three playor* 

With the momentum now shifting their 
way for the flrat time, the Avalanche seemed 
< on vim ed Vanblesbrwur k wa* boatahle And 
ho wa* 

Ricci, making up for a suhpar regular sea- 

son. made it 2-1 at 12:21. taking the puck off 
the back board* and dimming it by Vanbie* 
brmack while falling fate-first into the net 

After that. It wa* the ('anther*' offense that 
fell flat, managing only five *hot» in the peri- 
od 

Fitzgerald. who had game winning goal* 
in taima 1 and 7 in ihe Kaatern Conference 
final* against Pittsburgh. took advantage of a 
rare Colorado defensive breakdown lo score 
the first goal 

Three Colorado players converged on Bill 
Lindsay, allowing Fitzgerald to chop the 
puck by an unaided Roy at lb SI for hi* 
*U!h career playoff goal Fitzgerald ha* four 
goal* in Florida'* Ia*i eight playoff game* 
after scoring only 13 all season. 


