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Play has strong acting, technical merit 
By Andrew Maya* 
frwmtanot fluporlT 

The Robinson 
Theatre'* produc- 
tion of Up* Togeth 
er. Teeth Apart i* a 

well-acted rendition 
of Terrence McNal- 
ly'* turnout play, 
which dealt with 
the stigma sur- 

rounding people 
who have AIDS. 

Thi* play is cen- 

tered around tense 
< naracter* wnoie 

sirmw-inducing problems rang* 
from flrststage cancer lo homo- 
phobia. It oxplocn* people's t'oar 
and ignorant* regarding AIDS. 

A statement made by Sally, 
played by Janet Cupton. exposes 
the heart of the play: 

“We all think we will get 
AIDS in this pool." the says. 
McNally wrote this line to point 
out the myths surmunmg AIDS 
and HIV 

The play receives its name 
from a scene that takes place 
between Sam. played by 
Richard Leebrick, and his dim- 
list. 

The dentist orders Sam to 

repeal the line "lips together, 
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tenth apart' sevens! 
time# before bad to 
avoid grinding hit 
teeth In hi* sloop. 

Jack Watson, the 
play'* director. ere 

ataa a tapid come 
dv from McNally * 
play. In ona scone. 
Trisha Will puts on 

a prat {all act while 
she lend* to the 
barbecue, and it 
was hilarious 

It did. however. 
undermine WUrt 

following von* in which ih* 
soberly relates the playwright's 
vision of reality This u«n« U 
meant to be serious. but the 
audience snickered 

l)t*»pite this. the acting U con 

vinimg end well done 
The ( -»(>« Cod scene, designed 

by )ung-Hyo Kim. a Korean 
graduate student, is a pseudo- 
suburban take condominium 
set The mask like main wall of 
the set Is designed to allow for 
three patio eaits onto a multi* 
leveled deck. 

The deck descends to the half 
thrusted stage, on which a sec* 
lion of swimming pool is 
located. 

A working cmUt shower fur 
ther enhances the set 

The I iniumm by Sue Suritsm 
•mi t be lighting by Alan 
McKwen berth support the turn 
met telling and help with w h 
characters exposition and tub 
textual nuance* 

Specifically, simulated fire 
work*. »4»ll Inquired *un*p»t 
lighting and a star* amt stripes 
bikini top embed the Fourth of 
July in the mind* of audience 
members 

The sound by M Chandler 
Melvin, include* music from 
Ella Fitzgerald and The Bear h 
Boys 

These selections are reminis 
cent of a time when a person 
could go outside in the summer 
and feel at ease with nature 
without 30 block sunscreen, 
chamicals in the water and a 

polyurethane suit of armor 

I recommend seeing Lins 
Together, Teeth A purl The 
show has strung technical merit 
and experienced acting 

it will be performed May JO- 
31 and June I. 7 end 8 at 8 pm. 
and Sunday June 7 as a benefit 
for HIV Alliance k The Names 
Lfuilt Froyact For morn in forma 
lion. c«U >46 siwi. 

Cabaret provides disagreeable experience 
By Andrew Maym 

fimpanm 

Kugene's premiere theater company** Thai is 
v*hai the Actor's Cabaret of Eugene call* Itself, Ha' 

I want to the madkx.ro production ol Tennessee 
Williams' classic Cat on a Hot Tin Hoof, and I was 

not abb to relax enough in the theater to (ocua 
adequately on the performance 

Opening night tickets are $15 dollars, and regu- 
l*r evenings are $11 too much. The ticket allows 
*n audience member to be seated in a 100 person 
or lean venue, in which the second hand seat* are 

attached to each other. This attachment causes 
every person watching the show to share each 
other s discomfort, as one squirmer causes a chain 
reaction. 

The squirming may be a result of lb* intense 
heal in the building or the buses that constantly 
run behind the audience 

Or. because of the physical drama in this play, 
an audience member in the front row. which is 
inches away from the action, may be scared of 
being struck by a flailing crutch. 

Tim play's recycled monochromatic set is sup- 
posed to be a southern motif, but the Cabaret's 
design is actually a Midwest motif. A rectangular 
plaid sofa is the centarpiece. and it is comparable 
to furniture belonging on the sat of Wayne's 
World, not on e rich southern plantation 

Coray Woods played Brick. Whether through 
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direction or actor moti 
vnluirt he Lame on too 

strong The other actors 
had the tendency to 

explode on the kdim 

and then put on the 
brakaa throughout their 
stand* on stage 

The costume*. by )oe 
Zingo. mere (or the 
most perl on track But 
urte exception to that is 

the noticeably flawed 
design of Margaret's 
white dress It saraed 

oo one half of hat body This was magnified by the 
slanted gathering malarial on the front of her dross 
that made her appear to literally have a chip on 
bar shoulder 

The lights, by Steven Raluwtraw. were designed 
well and help bring the piece together, 

I assume that the director may have tried to geo 
graphically adjust this play to fit a northwest audi- 
ence. 

if that ia the case, it is dangerous to try adjusting 
such an American mainstay as Cal on a Hot Tin 
Roof 

The play continues in the ACE Annex through 
June IS. I tentatively recommend teeing it horn an 

upper row. 
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Tanem & 
Beer Barden 

• Ktfls To Go 
• Live Music Four Nights a Week! 
• Now selling Henrys & Michelob Hefe $80 
• Micro Brews on Tap including Guiness 
• Free Pool Sunday Days & Tuesday Evenings 
• Pool Tournament Monday Evening 

Vp*H> M 4 JO tourrwy turn m 700 
• Enjoy a game of horseshoes in our beer garden 
• 25 kinds of imported beer 

2657 Willamette • 344-0816 

Benefit Showing 
of 

Lips Together 

"Teeth Apart 
by Terrence McNallv 

for HIV 
June 2, 1996 

uu KODinson i neater 

Students: *5 General: MO 
Get your tickets at ttie door or can Jumper at 34644»>6 


