W OUR OPINION: The gas
lax is both a political
and an economic issue

It might be diffi-
cult to believe, the original
intention of the gas tax was
not to punish consumers or
sweep them into a political
battle between conservatives
and liberals. Unbdumul{.
the gas tax has had both o
these tive effects.

The h of the gas tax
is just about as attractive as
the political debate that now
surrounds it. All of this
chaos started in 1993 with
the passing of the Omnibus
Appropriations Bill, which
President Clinton managed
1o pass without a single
Republican vote,

o goals of this bill were
to reduce the deficit and
medn additional funding
or minimum wage incroas-
os and education through
the attachment of a 4.3 cent
gas tax on specific types of
transportation

Six yoars later, the deficit
is still growing, minimum
wage has not been increased
and education is suffering
more than ever,

Since 1993, we have
watchod our government
throw more tantrums, stage
more childish stand-offs and

ropose more archaic legis-
ation than any other previ-
ous administration. Some
oxamples are the govern-
ment shutdown, attempts 1o
repeal social security and,
woll, Newt Gingrich.

But it is incorrect to
assumeo that every time you
pull up to the pump you are
paying for another failed
attempt at reducing the
deficit. The extraordinarily
high tax is a result of those
wonderfully capitalistic and
greedy organizations known
as ol companies as well.

Yes, the gas tax controver-

VIEWPOINTS

Government and greed:
Why we ran out of gas

Since 1993, we have watched
our government throw more
tantrums, stage more childish
stand-offs and propose more
archaic legislation than any
other previous admini-
stration.

sy is related to the pursuit of
profits as well as govern-
ment legislation.

Last January, lraq was
negotiating with the United
Nations. The deal involved
an oil-for-food transaction.
Oil refiners observed this
negotiation and became very
frightened that this transac-
tion might result in their not
making as much money
because a flood of Iraqi oil
would make their invento-
ries less valuable. However,
these negotiations disinte-
grated and now we suppos-
edly have an oil deficiency

But that is not the final
factor involved in this com-
plex issue concerning a sim-
ple tax. Both liberals and
conservatives are using the
controversy around the gas
tax to stab their political
opponents in the back.

Both Dole and Clinton are
trying to look like they are
defending the consumer.
Dole is the driving force
behind the repealing of the
four-cent tax, while Clinton
is taking credit for releasing
oil from the nation’s petrole-
um reserves.

However, the Omnibus
Appropriations Bill itself
mandates the sale so the
Department of Energy can
study the cause of price
increases. That cause could
very well be right under
their noses: self-centered
politicians and insensitive
corporations.
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THERE /S NO SECRET PLOT
REGARDING GASOLINE PRICES, -

IT 1S SIMPLY A SITUATION OF
DEMAND EXCEEDING SUPPLY

AND I AM PROPOSING
ELIMINATING THE 4 3¢
CLINTON GAS TAX.

VES. OF VOTERS,

FOR CLINTON.
WE HOPE,

.
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hank you for your quick coverags (ODE,
Alg:ll 30) of the recent “Power and
Place,” workshop whose participants
created seversl ant installations, or inter-
ventions, arcund campus late last month
| was interviewed by phone for the Emerald
article and | apologize if my comments misled
the reporter. Some critical additions and covrec
tions need 10 be made sbout this important
wookend.
This was not an event focused solely on land-

scape architects. The organizing committes
uded from four ments in
the Allied and Applied Arts ment. Work-

participants included students from
l‘l':r.:‘btm‘l AAA, staff from Oregon Hall and
members of the community at large.

The theme, "I'ol;w and Phrx‘l‘ relates direct.
ly to & tagline at the bottom of all University
anu:

“An equal opportunity, affirmative action
institution committed to cultural diversity and
compliance with the Americans with Disabili-
thes Act.”™

Throughout the workshop, we explored
whather or not the Uni\mm':y'l ysical or
“built™ environment expresses that tagline, and
whether or not e of minority groups feel
welcomed and by the design nrl.hu
campus

Universal Design is a tool or & way of thinking
which heips achieve the expression of equal
oppaortunity in the environment. It nated
from the t of barrier-free design for
the use of people with impaired mobility. In
time, many of us who use wheslchairs realized
that “disabled access” often meant entering by
the back door, or being shunted aside, resulting
in social isolation an
tion,

As in the Civil Rights movement, we saw that
“separate but equal” only meant separate, but
not

Universal Design means universal sccess,

socond-class accommoda-

AND THAT Witl. REDVCE DEMAND?

N IWE SUPPLY oF CLInTOMN
B ik CAN T DO MUK ABOVT

~Landscape needs to rI t diversity

social integration and use by all. By its inclusive
nature, issues of age, gender, ethnicity and all
sorts of disabilities can be addressed. This was
the spirit of the “Power and Place” weekend.

An important lesson was shared by speakers
who have visual impairments. If we design for
all the human senses, not just for sight, we auto-
matically expand the integration and participa-
tion of many persons previously exciuded by
the built environment. Each of the seven art
installations included multisensory elements as
well as wheelchair access.

Universal Design is best achieved by includ-
ing minority populations in the design process.
If we design “with” people rather than “for”
them. we distribute the power of ﬂlll.ll%l:.ﬂ.‘i-
sions and our result is more inclusive. is
one reason why the workshop itself I-
ly recruited pmu:irunu outside of lm
E'bhn'um. as well as people of minority popu-

tions.

The art installation, which wrapped the Pio-
noor Father, and made connection to the Pioneer
Mother, addressed issues of gender as they are
expressed in the landscape of the University
What do these campus icons have to say about
power on campus in past and present times?

Finally, a common misconception is that Uni-
versal Design will lead to a bland, hnmxuou-
landscape. In fact, the opposite is true.
wonderful variety of art installations built over
that weekend demonstrated that inclusiveness
produces a richness and depth of experience in
the built environment.

A welcome is truly extended 1o all, not just in
the words of a tagline, but in the landscape.

Daniel G. Hunter is a graduate student in the
architecture department.
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Emerald a no-show

On May 22, Gordon Smith
visited the University, but you
would not have known that if
you read the Emerald.

Smith wanted to meet stu-

was quite clear in answering

his visitation 10 be important
enough to cover! Every TV
news station and news radio
station in Eugene (as well as
The Register- , found his
visit not only significant but
informative and worthy of cov-

the heart of our school, the

readers of the Emeradd not to be
at l-u:; informed of a political
candidate's presence at our
schoal.

Smith was and is trying to
reach students at the Iniversi-
ty. and he will be back to

dents and answer questions
e - answer more of our questions.
-m-_-“_.‘mhu_m“:: --—mu‘ S 0wt mlhu lhcyimjglxt have Uh;u: and Last fall Smith was accused Hopefully, next qtim our
Pratortion Mt Rons mesape  ingrd Wi oot Sens Adem Rl Lnanghen | ses s candidacy for the US. Sen-  of aveiding the Universit and hool new )
O, Wit Hascmart (v e e Lagen Moly WkLams Cary Txiumaes Aluer Shorme M tus ate. He did meet students and  now after Weind ﬂgh:. S school newspaper will find

Smith’s visit important anough

to cover and report on to the
Chmpathad "1y Gt mragn e Wow 0 Lt their questions at a rally for him  Emerald didn't seem 10 care, st dents
*_ ~ 841) M-t Duaploy Miwartiing . mm inlhoMCmﬂyuﬂ whyh!h.ly = - of this mum
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