Program mtr_oduces science to young students_

B TOURS: The Scence
Outreach Program makes
U0 teaching resources
avallable to area schools

By Laura Kepshire
ragter Eucaton Reporier

Five seventh grade girls from
Ploasant Hill Junior High stood
around s University blology pro
fessor who was holding a week
old tobacco hom worm

The girls shrieked in disgust
as they caught a glimpse of the
fat, blue caterpillar. Rosy Banks
courageously asked Professor
Nathan Tublitz, "Can | hold
ona’?”

Following her lead, the four
other girls held out their hands
axpectantly and giggled, main
taining wary glances as caterpil
lars were placed in the palms of
their hands

"Oh. they feel weird S0
soft!™ exclaimed Nicole Ash as
she cautiously touched the
caterpillar

This is just one of many tours
that University professors have
given this year as part of the
Science Outreach Program
which was started by Tublitz
and six other professars

Tublitz created the Science
Outreach Program this year to
give elementary and middle
students a chance 1o
become involved in science at
an varly age

o
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yoars, but Tublitz said he felt it
would be helpful to the commu
nity if a unified group of scien
tists was formed

This would give slementary
teachers one place to find a wide
school variely of professionals to
their neods

meet

a formal means
I'he purpose of the program by which teachers can contact
is 1o share the resources that the the Tublitz said
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Three professors recognized for excellence
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concelved stereotypes that sci
ence is oo hard or boring. Cson
ka said

I think saome
with

of us really like
the lintle kids

they are v
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because oLy inlereal

ing,” Csonka said They are

very receptive, because they are
not yet cynical or preod 12.'1.1‘1.
with their own problems. You
do feel like vou've made an
impression 1] that maybe
these children will be motivated
later on to study it
nka ls one of many profes
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iual classrooms lo talk to
students and has brought sci
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E:pﬂn&mmm«!\y Graham Huesmann, a biology graduate, shows a amall insect o Cascade Middie
School 8th grade students during the school's science tour at the University sclence lab
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Some of the professors have
ilno met with schools and are
giving advice o tesachers about
implementing more science in

weir curricula, Csonka sald

in teaching

Professors Wesley Wilson and

Linda Fuller received Ersted
awards, a similar award for asso

prolessors. Fuller teaches
. I ;.-:\.:. and Wilson teachoes
SCOonomics

Wilson teaches a statistics class
in which students simulate his
resoarch on computers

The winners recoived a rystal
apple from President Frohnmay
recognition of their work,
additional $2000 will be
added 1o their base salaries
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going overseas? catch the oregon dally emerald on

the world wide web

http://darkwing.uoregon.edu/~ode
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