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Dancer changes major due to politics

hen | first came to
the University, |
had my doubts
about my ability to
live far from home and find &
new group of friends.
| quickly became & part of the
dance department. | was
thrilled to dance with people
who loved 10 dance as much as
I did and to learn from teachers
who had so much to offer.
lblnuﬁ back 1o my freah-
man yoar, | recall a time when |
was introduced to someone
who used to be & dance major
Upon inquiry, I leared that
she had dropped the major
because of “politics™ within the
department.
| realized that politics were
and are an ugly part of hierar-
chal systems, but [ did not
expect to see it in a small
department that appeared to be
organized and just. But these
politics appeared because of
jealous and power-hungry indl
viduals
Two years later, | sadly and
angrily dropped my dance
major because of these “p sl
ties. ™
Until now, | have remained
n‘|:|!|'.|"|_\' quiet about the entire
situation, but | cannot remain
this way any longer, because |
believe students should be
made aware of the injustice that
has occurred
This political situation
involves a faculty member by
the name of Lisa Arkin who
was denied tenure this year
She was evaluated and treated
unjustly
Although investigation
ensued to find the “truth” of
the matter, the truth was
ignored for political reasons
Allegations were made against
har that directly involved me.
but | was never informed of
what really happened
| wrote several letters to the

dean of the School of Music,

the provost of the University, as
as Prosident Frohnmayer

himself and did not receive one

iy
"Yn the letter, | described my
experiences with Arkin and
sald | would be more than will-
ing to talk with anyone about
the situation. | was never con-
tacted. | could not understand
why they did not ask students
about the specific incidents.

The answer | uncovered is
not that they care to protect stu
dents but rather that they care
to protect themselves —
through the game of politics
However, | would rather not
dwell on the many weaknesses
of the system bu! instead men-
tion the strengths that Arkin
brought to the department

Lisa Arkin became my advi
sor my freshman year. She is an
axtremely level-heoaded and
down-to-earth individual as
well as a vory caring and trust
warthy person

| could talk to her about
classes, dance or anything that
was on my mind. This type of
student ;!l‘nft*uut Ir‘lnln-ll\]’np
is valuable and unique, espe
cially at a large university. Few
professors make an extraordi
nary effort to get to know their
students. It is for that reason
that she is a superior advisor

She taught a variety of the
st \H!llllhlllllK and educa
tional classes at the University
and presented valuable infor
mation in an excellent fashion
She axhibited extensive knowl
edge in her Dance and Folk
Culture class. Through travel
ing. Professor Arkin has
immersed hersell in many cul-
tures and thus has first-hand
knowledge of her subjects. The

multiculturalism that she
teaches is invaluable to the
University

Arkin is also the director and
chorsographer for the Oregon
Ethnic Dance Center. This
group has given a lot 1o Eugene
and the Northwest in general. It
is also one of the only dance
groups that goes on tour, repre-
sonting the University.

Arkin's energy and commit
ment 1o the group has enabled
it to travel o Arizona, Seattle
and other parts of Oregon. The
group serves as a role model for
junior college and high schoaol
students. The company also
shares and toaches others about
various cultures.

As a person who gives 100
porcent to everything in her
!ll‘o. Lisa Arkin has much to
offer as an advisor, teacher
dancer and choreographer. The
department, the school and the
community are loaing an amaz
ing individual by denying her
the right to teach st the Univer
sily

| am extremely angry and
unhappy about the way things
were handled along with the
final decision that was reached

| have lost a large amount of
respect and confidence for the
faculty members of the dance
department as well as the peo
ple in the hierarchal system
who saw the injustice taking
place and chose to ignore it

Heather Meyoer 15 a junsor major
ing in English

EDITOR'S NOTE: According to
Lorraine Davis, vice provost for
acodemic affairs, it is against
University policy to respond to
fetters such as Meyer's. Clling
privacy
refused o comment on why
tenure was not granted in this
Lase

concerns nher oflice
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Spiritual Music

Much University music edu
cation Is analysis and students
counting quarter notes at the
expense of understanding the
music’s spirit

In the play Amadeus, the king
reprimands Mozart because his
opera has “too many notes.” Peo
ple in positions of power often
cut and slash the arts without
understanding their actions

Recently, Beall Hall was full of
gospel music led by julia
Noufeld, a teacher who takes
mostly non-music majors and
many international students who
are not native English speakers
and gives them the will to sing
together and to shine as one

This is the potential that edu
cation so seldom reaches. Stu-
dents are giving withou! reser-
vation and experiencing the true
joys of lt:: Through song,
these students are gathering
moments to retell to their chil-
dren

Concurrent with this glowing
lamp of learning. there must
always be dark shadows. At Beall
Hall, where people should keep
the fragile fire glowing, there are
some who would smother the
fMlame. They say Julia Neufeld is
too religious to teach gospel

Gospel music is religious. To
ask Julia Neufeld to set aside her
feolings of spirit, to teach gospel
music from some abstract posi
tion, is impossible

Lot students learn from some
one who is living ths music. Let
them make up their own minds
This is education and the reason

that people attend the Universi
ty

Let's ombrace Julia Neufeld as
a fine example of University
waching The students will come

lsarn and share
Jim Hay
Artist and Teacher

Hiding the truth

I'he appearance and demesanor
of the RU-486 article (ODE, May
6) confirms many things con
cerning the pro-abortion move
ment in this country

In its appraisal and support for
the legalization of this miracle
drug, the writer conveyed many
interesting, albeit predictable, jus-
tifications for its use.

My personal favorite: “One out
of three French women prefer
chemical abortions to surgical
ones.” Sounds more like an
advertisement for a bad breakfast
cereal than for a drug that pur-
posely induces miscarriages

The writer also spoke of
“expulsion of the egg.” whereas
anyone who has taken a junior
high school sex education class
knows it's a bit more complicat
od than just an egg

But | understand the writer's
obstacle: writing as an advocate
of both the drug and abortion,
“expulsion of the embryo” does
n't quite have the ring or appeal
of the chosen phrase

It is obvious that the funda
mental tactic used by the pro-
abortion movement is to kmp as
many people as possible from
knowing about the physical state
of the fetus at the time of the abor-
tion

This Is clearly necessary o pro
tect the $1 billion (plus) abortion
industry

A potential mother who enters
an abortion clinic, possibly
ambivalent about the decision to
be madas, is often greeted by an
abortion provider who does
everything possibie to keep the
woman from knowing exactly
what occurs in the procedure,
giving her a false sense of secu
rity in her decision

Apart from the “egg™ example
is the showing of graphic illus
trations portraying forceps enter-
ing the uterus, presumably to
remove something but with noth
ing we call a fetus in the draw-
ing

These antics are anything but
courageous; the pro-abortion
movement and its activists are so
insecure that they cannot even
allow the public to know “what”
is actually being aborted or how
it is done

I was also disturbed when,

after | placed several t to Life
fliers showing unborn babies in
various stages of development in

PLC last month, they all myste-
riously disappeared within two
days. One was placed to the side
of a Students for Cholce 2000 fli
er, but interestingly enough, it
disappeared also

With actions like this, can the
abortion question ever be fairly
udlhunm} through public dis
course? Or more importantly, can
pro-abortion advocates even dis-
cuss the issue with integrity?

Little else could be expected
from a movement that continu-
ally seeks to deny constitution-

al rights to a child in its mother's

womb
Jonathan Collegio
Political Science

Paper choices

| was very surprised at the
large amount of neon and gold
enrod (mustard color) paper that
was used in the ASUO slections
this year. These papers should
have been the ASUO's last
choice

Dyes used in paper production
are toxic and have negative
impacts on our ecosystem and
the recycling process. All paper,
axcept unbleached or chlorine
free paper, is first bleached with

industrial chlorine, which pro
duces dioxin {one of the most
toxic chemicals known)

Not only is neon/goldenrod

per toxic, it is often mistaken
or colored paper and creates
contamination in the recycling
process. When the pulp is first
bleached, these colors don’t
bleach out and contaminate
entire loads of recycling

When choosing your papers,
please consider using croative
graphics and loss toxic cholces
to send your messages. My flrst
cholce is 100 percent recycled
unbleached paper

Recyciing Program Manager

$10.00

$10.00

Ten Dollars Off 1st months rent

1601 Highway 99 North
(541) 688-3835
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tugene, OR 97402
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of 150 words or less
Be sure that

It's as
easy as

'96 Grads

This is your chance to write for
the ODE! Tell us your best
college memory in a letter

(hlamydia is the most common
sexudlly transmirted disease n
the United States 1oday. One in
fifty men s nfected and shows

no symptoms of the disease.

Gl J46-4455 tor more lnformation,

]

* Your name is on the letter

* All events reported are verifiable

* The letter is addressed 1o Nicole Krueger

* We receive the letter by 4 p.m., May 31
Several submissions will be selected for print
All letters will be edited for grammar and style
Potentially libelous letters will not be printed

Seite 300, EMU + PO Box 3150, Eugene. OR 97400 » (541)348-5511

If you've had
unprotected
sex, you are
for

at risk

chlamydia.

The University of Oregon Student
Health Center offers chlamydia
urine sct peaing for $19.65. Stop by
the latoratory Monday through
Friday, 5:00 a.m. to 2200 p.m., or

Wednesday, May 20, 1096 Ovegon Daly Emeraki 3



