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Prefontaine Classic promises to be grandest of them all

W PRE CLASSIC: Michael
Johnson out with a strained
hamslring, but the field will
still be star-studded

By Ryan Frank
vt w e St Theguor ey

Carl Lowls, Sergey Bubka and
Jackie Joyner-Kersoe can all be
sean on international television
this summer from the Olympics
in Atlanta

But this Sunday, those three
will be at Hayward Fleld for the
Prefontaine Classic

The Prefontaine traditionally
has a fleld fNilled with
Olymplans snd world-record
holders, but the athletes in the
2ind annual Prefontaine out
shine any fleld in past meots

“This is the greatest fleld we
have ever had st the Pre Classk
There is a world champion or
Olympian in every event,” meet
coordinstor Tom Jordan said
“This is not only the best field
that we have ever had at the Pre,
this is the best field ever for a
moet at Hayward. ”

Other top athletes will join
Lowis, Bubka and Joyner
Kerseo, including Olympic

decathlete Dan O'Brien, world
record holders Leroy Burrell and
Kevin Young and gold medalist
Gwen Torrence

Bubka will open the meet in
the pole vault at $:30 a.m. on
Sunday moming against the No
2 le vaulter in the world,
Okkert Brits

Lance Deal, one of the United

States’ top athletes in the ham
maer throw, highlights the com
petition st 945 a.m.

In other field events, Joyner
Kersee and ex-Duck Kelly Blair
will compete in the long jump at
10 a.m., while the men's long
jump begins at 10:10 a.m

World-record holder Kevin
Young will take part in the 400
meter hurdles at 10:30 a.m., fol
lowed by the men’s qualifying
1.500-meter run at 10040 a.m

In one of the top match-ups of
the day. Kelly Blair will race
against Gall Devers ot 11:03 a.m
in the 100-meter hurdles

Two time NCAA national
champion and ox-Duck
Claudette Groenendsal will
retum to Hayward Fleld for the
1,500 at 11:18 a.m. Also racing
in the 1,500 is the 1995 women's
Athlete of the Year Sonia O'Sul
livan

In addition o the 100-meter
hurdles, Devers will also race
against Carlette Guidry in the
100-meter dash. In 1991 Guidry
won three individual NCAA
national :]umplnmlna at Hay

ward Field as a member of the
Texas Longhorns women's
track team

Leroy Burrell, a world-record
holder in the 100 with & 9.85
socond clocking, will rece at
11:36 a.m

Ex-Duck and T:Id medalist
looqulm Cruz will compete in
the B00-meter run at 11:42 am

Lawis will forgo his tradition-
al 100 for the 200-meter dash at
12221 am

Double World Champion

Michael Johnson, who was
scheduled to race in the 400
meter dash at the Pre, will not
be able to race because of a sore
ness in his right hamstring

For the second time in the last
five yoars, Oregon will host the
NCAA Track and Field Champi
ouships starting Wednesday
Although Jordan thinks that the
intorest generated by the NCAA
Championships will spill over
1o the Pre, he doesn’t fesl it is
needed

| think NCAA has somethinig
to do with the popularity this
year, but the Pre Classic is an
event! that stands on its own.”
Jordan sald. “With the Olympics
this year and the support from
Nike that we get, this is a great
moet, regardless of whether the
NCAAs are here or not.”

New at this year's meot will
bo the Kid's Tent, crebted by
Warsaw Sports Marketing stu
dents Chris Prindiville, Sandy
Sachs, James Peterson and All
son Rieke. The tent will allow
children 1o experience track and
field up close and personal
Children will be able to handle
equipment, see sutographed
shoes and have thelr face paint
od

Each child will also be given a
race number that resembles the
same numbers that the athlotes
competing in the meet will
wear

“How often do children get a
chance to see Michael Jordan's
jersey while they are at a Bulls
game?” Prindiville said

“Our goal is for kids 10 have
fun with track.” Prindiville said
“Tom [Jordan] has been pushing
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IT'S NOT
TOO LATE TO
STUDY IN JAPAN

EMERALD
Dan O'Brien, an Olympic decathiets, will compets In the 22nd annual
Prefontaine Classic on Sunday beginning at 9:30 a.m.

for family entertainment, and
this is one way to open It up to
the whole family because kids
are part of the family, 100,

“We are also trying to rekindle
the spirit of track and field in
Eugens. What ha next year
when it isn’t an Olympic sport
and some of the athletes have
retired?™

GOTIA
GET-A-JETTA

YOU CAN READ THE EMERALD
ANYWHERE IN THE WORL

The Prefontaine Classic was
created in 1974 in memory of
the legendary Oregon distance
runner Steve taino — later
known simply as Pre.

While st Oregon from 1672 10
1976, Pre sel 13 American
records and recorded four
NCAA individual champi-
onships.
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U.T LIKE REALLY BEING MERE,
~BUT WITHOUT ALL THE RAIN.




