Law concerns even BB, paintball guns

W WEAPONS: Residents
should know it's illegal 1o
shoot any type of firearm
within Eugene city limits

By Brian Womack
Cormprurity Sepcrer

It may not sound like & gun, it
mr not fire like a gun, but it
still may be considered a gun by
Eugene poiice.

That's what some University
arva residents are leaming about
ﬂrinr paint ball and BB guns in
city limits. The problem of firing
guns illegally has become a
COMman with four inci-
dents reported in the last few
wonks.

Yot in some cases, perpetra-
tors have pleaded : to

th-llITlllwmln. .
Yu Jin Han, 20, and Ronald

Wink-Kai Lam. 21, were cited
for violation of a city ordinance
Monday whon they shot a BB
gun from 541 E 19th St. that
resulted in no injuries. Accord-
ing to police reports, the two
wore unaware that firing a gun
in city limits was (llegal.

William Shields and Christo-
pher Mattina, both University
students, found shooting their
BB gun gave them a trip to the
Lane County jail on May 7, said
Brian Terrett, spokesman for
Eugene public safety. The two
weore cﬁn.‘d with reckless
endangerment and unlawful use
of a weapon after they shot
toward the buildi al 1414
Alder 5t with the B from
the second floor of lh-t:kllu
at 1390 Alder St

The pair said they were per-
plexed at the penaity for the
nhoolm becsuse the weapon
was “only a BB gun.”

Jan Power, spokeswoman for
Eugene public safety, said guns
should be trested as guns
regardless of what make they
are.

“Guns can be fun if they're
handled appropristely and if
poople are educated,” she said.
“However, the more guns are
handled, the more that they will
be discharged.”

gun or & toy.

Last Wednesday, a tow truck
or st 15th Avenue and
Street hoard three

on his truck that sounded like
22 caliber gunshots

Ha later found out the perpe-
trators were using a paintball
g:n. His truck was not damaged,

t one of the paint balls came

near 1o striking him.

But much more than truck

damage could have happoned.

Jod Keover. an officer with

Eugene public safety, said the
tow operstor would have
had the right to retum fire

“Under the circumstances of

this incident, the man believed
he was shot {at]. ... He is legally
justified 1o defond himsell.” he
said

Power said these kinds of
incidents can be dangerous for
officers who have to assume that
somuthing that looks like a gun
may be a gun.

Officers have come very close
to shooting someone who was
mld ishing a paintball gun, she
sald.
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Retention: Scholarships
keep minorities in school

While the state higher edu-

cation system prepares to look
al campus climate, OSL is
looking at how affective reten-
tion programs work, said Dyke
man.
OSL looked at four retention
prlDl at three universities
with good retention records,
Dykeman said.

Oregon state institutions
have an overall retention rate
of about 51 percent, Dykeman
said. Further, around a third

B Continued from Page 1
of programs might benefit Ore-
students, sald Tamara
keman, logislative director
OSL
Focus groups on Oregon
campuses are evaluating a pro-
liminary draft of the state sys
tem's survey, Coley said.
After the focus groups have
evaluated the survey, the state
systom will draft a final ver-
sion and contract a company
to administer the survey this

fall, he said of all freshmen drop out of

The state system will use the  school in Oregon universities
. to look at how com- Once the research is com.
im Oregon’s campuses are  pleted, Dykeman will nt
for the overall student popu-  recommendations to the OSL
lation and for students of col-  board, and the board will

choose one recommendation
to act on, she said.

For example, a statewide
scholarship program was cre-
ated in 1987 to increase minor-
ity enrollment, Coley said

or in particular, Coley said.

“The survey is the type of
assessmont needed to [make
sure] the campus is a wel-
¢ environmen! for every-
one,” said.
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Don’t miss the
Eniérald

Official Preview Guide

of the

NCAA Track & Field
Championships

available tomorrow!

Also, check out the
updated Moving Guide
for all your moving needs.

Awﬁfﬁ's'? :km(
May 20-26

Do you know
someone who has
died in an alcchel-
related accidant?

. 5 We are collecting the stories
ﬁ‘"? of victims for the
s}‘ ', GRIM REAPER PROJOT.

LEAVE THE
PACK BEHIND
3.7K FUN RUN

How well do you know yourself?
Accurately predict your time (without
your watchl) and win great prizes!

Thursday, May 23 ¢ 4:30 pm
Alton Baker Park » Begin at B8Q Pits
Call 346-4456 to sign-up * No Entry Fee

Sponsored by the Health Education
Progrom of the Student Health Center
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