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Governors talk about salmon in treaty issues with Canada

W CONSERVATION: Tribes
and Northwest states
discuss a lair way

to allocate the fish

SITKA, Alaska (AP) —
Rebuilding diminished salmon
stocks is the biggest resource
goal shared by W on, Ore-
gon, Alaska and Pacific North-
wes! Indian tribes, the governors
of the three states said today

Govs. Mike Lowry of Wash-
ington, John Kiil.hlr of Ore-
gon and Tony Knowles of
Alaska gathored in the coastsl
fishing town of Sitka to discuss
salmon issues and try 10 agree
on & common approach in con-
minr and allocating the fish

“Salmon probably link these
three states together more than
any resource we have”
Kitzhaber said. Habitat destruc-
tion, ocean conditions and over-
fishing are jeopardizing many
Pacific Northwest salmon
stocks, he said.

The daylong meeting is an
attempt to formulate s common
front among the threo states that
are the Ui.S. parties to the 1985
Pacific Salmon Treaty with
Canada, a pact intended to fairl
divide the fish that roam bac
and forth through U.S. and
Canadian watars

Lowry said it was critical for
the three states 1o agree on
salmon lssues “so we can be
coming in as LIS

Last yoar, Washington and
Oregon slded with Canada 10
criticize salmon harvests (n
Alasks, saying overfishing there
was izing stocks through

Alaska blamed dwindling
salmon runs in British Colum-
bia, Washington and Oregon on

conservation methods and
ydroelectric dams that bave
ground down fish stocks. Fish-
erman in Alaska took in a record
220 million salmon last year,
which Alasks officials cite as
evidence that their fishing prac-

tices are sound
The biggest treaty disputes are
about the number of fish that
spawn in one country but are
caught by the other. Canada says
U.S. fishermen catch 5.3 million
more salmon that originate in
canadian waters than they are
entitled to.
in places where they just hap-
m to be in someone’s political
ndaries.” Knowles sald
“But salmon travel thousands of
miles and over the course of

their lives they conveniently
ignore polllknl.Lnndu't-."
Canada and Alaska also are at

odds over chinook salmon, the
E:in catch for Southeast Alas-

‘s commercial trolling fleet
because those fish mﬂ her
prices than the other four
salmon species.

Predstion by mackerel that ate
many salmon in 1992-93
has great! nished the num-
ber of c{inml spawning in
British Columbia waterways

British Columbia has recom-
mended that Southeast Alaska’s
fishing fleet catch no more than
60,000 chinook this year, about
one-fourth the quota of 230,000
fish Alaska targeted in 1995

Canadian fishing regulators
last year cut their own fleet’'s
chinook limits in hall and
unsuccessfully urged Alaska 10
do the same.

The chinook dispute landed
Alaska in U.S. District Court last
yoar. A federal judge in Seattle
shut down the Southeast Alas-
ka chinook fishery after Indian
tribes in Washington and Ore-
gon, along with Canada, sued
Alaska over the state’s fishing

“The tribes have learned that
courts and judges are not the
way o solve the problem.” said
Ron Allen, & Washington tribal
official involved in salmon
treaty negotiations. “When
resolving our differences, we
need to work through the man.
agement of the resources. That's
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the intelligent way to go.”

Allen said the tribes hope to
avoid taking the chinook issue
to court this year

“When you go 1o court, it's a
win-lose situation and all you
do is create a schism among the
partners,” Allen said.

Miks McNeney, s for
the British Columbia fisheries
ministry, said the provinoe's chi
nook limits will be even smaller
this year in an offort to conserve
endangered salmon runs. The
province's actual limits have not
yot boen set.

“What we're saying is, let's go
easy on them this year"
McNeney sald. “It’s not a ques-
tion of asking Alaska to let :kmn
fish go through so we can catch
them. It's a question of investi
in the future so down the roac
those stocks will be available for
everybody 1o catch.™

Negotiations to settle the
treaty disputes have proven
futile. A neutral mediator also
failed to resolve the quarrel.
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