
Big payroll 
means little 

In 
the world of Major 

League Baseball. it is 
usually rnia that the 
tanmi witling to spend 

the moat cm astronomical 
tree-agent salaries are the 
teams that have the moat 
success during the regular 
season 

However, several teams 
have recently found that it 
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The 
front office 
with the 
OMMM 

pocket* right now ts th« 
New York Yankees 

Now York (pend* the 
most of any t«wm by for a* 

it* payroll total* an eye-pop- 
ping $52.945.4M, with an 

average player salary of 
S 1.825.00 

Not *urpri»ingly, the 
Yank* are leading the Amer- 
ican League East by two 
pmn 

The same is true for the 
teams with the second- and 
third-moat expensive play 
ers; (Cleveland 1* leading the 
AL Central and Baltimore is 
currently nipping at the 
Yankees' heel* 

You don't have to be a 
rocket scientist to figure out 
that the team* that are wilt- 
ing to spend the moat are 

usually the team* that have 
the beat winning percentage 

Major League owners and 
general managers know that 
in baseball, you k *ve to 

spend money to make 
money, especially in the 
current era of big money 
free agency and salary arbi- 
tration 

While the trend in the 
Majors ha* *>een bigger 
salaries for franchise play- 
ers. (Detroit, for example, 
recently became the first 
team to break through the Sf» 
million dollar ceiling by 
signing Cadi fielder to a 

huge contract extension) 
some teams are bucking the 
trend with stingy bookkeep 
in* 

i-urmjiuy, tn« o**»t team 
in the Major IsMgue* in au) 
the tnam With the highest 
payroll The Montreal Expo* 
have the beat record in the 
Bigs right (tow at 27 13, and 
they aren't even in the top 
half of the league in term* of 
player salaries 

Aa a matter of fact, the 
Expos have the lowest pay 
roil in all of Major League 
baseball 

la** Expos, a team that 
plays in one of the smallest 
markets in all of baseball, 
was forced to trim mure 

than half their payroll dur- 
ing the off season in order to 
turn a profit in 109b. 
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Stoudamire earns rookie honors 
■ MBA The Portland 
native averaged about 
19 points per game 
during his first season 

NEW YORK (API Demon 
Htoudennr* of the Toronto Ksp 
low won the NBA Rookie til the 
Veer Award «»n Wednesday. 

Stoudamire received 7« of 
* possible 113 vote* from • 

panel of (port* writer* end 
broadcasters Portland's Arvy- 
de* Sabonls was second with 
17 votes end Golden State * foe 
Smith third with 1$ 

Other player* who received 
vote* wet ferry Stackhouse of 
Philadelphia (2). Michael Pin- 
ley of Phoenix (2) and Kevin 
Carnet! of Minnesota (Ik 

StiHuiamire. picked seventh 
in lest June'* NBA draft, 
btrsm* the »i*th lowest aelec- 
lion to win the rookie award 
The krwest ever was Stark Jeck 
•on of Indiana, who won after 
being the I Mth pick of the New 
York Knicks in the 1M7 draft 

!a*t year'* rookie award was 

•hared by Grant Hill of Detroit 
and fason Kidd of Dallas, 

Stoodamite, a Stout 1 i point 
guard from the University of 
Arinina, avenged i» points. 9.3 
assists and four rebound* per 
game fe* the expansion Raptor* 
He hid all rookies in asststs and 
steals and averaged 40 9 min 
utea per game, seventh highest 
fur a rookie in NBA history. 

Stoudamira set s rookie 
record for 3-poinl field goal* 
with 133 fur 337 and was MVP 
of the rookie game during (he 
Ail-Star weekend 

Stoudamire is a native of 
Portland and graduated from 
Wilson High School in lt»9l 

lWftii.fi 
foritw ArUona standout Damon Stoudamir# was named I ha NBA 
BooWa of tha Year on Tuesday 

Surgery won’t 
keepSabonis 
out of summer 

Olympic Games 
■ ATHLETE: The native 
Lithuanian will represent 
Ns home country in 

Atlanta. Georgia 
PORTLAND |AP} — Arvy 

das the 31-year old 
rookie tenter who led the 
Portland Trail Blater* to a 
sixth place finish in the 
NBA'* Western Conference, 
ha* undergone arthroscopic 
surgery on his right knee 

The Blatars said Sebum* is 
expected to recover In time to 

play fur hi* native lithuenia In 
this summer * Olympic (lames 
in Atlanta 

Trail Bisters' team physi- 
cian Dr Dun Roberts per- 
formed the surgery Friday to 

repair lorn cartilage 
In his rookie NBA season. 

Sahonis averaged 14 5 points 
and 0. t rebounds per game 

Sabonis became a starter 
late in the season, and the 
team won 1« of its last 22 
game*, propelling the 11 la/nrx 
to s five game opening round 
series with Utah 

Hut the lass won the dacid 
ing game and advanced to 
round two against San Anto- 
nio 

Sabonis finished second to 
Toronto's Damon StnucUmire 
in voting for the NBA s rook- 
ie of I he year, grabbing 1? of 
the 113 votes. 

On Tuesday, Sabonis wa* 

alto runner up to Chicago's 
Tony hukoc for the league s 

Sixth Man award 

Favre faces tough times with drag dependency 
■ HFt: The Packers’ quarterback 
ts entertng a drug treatment center 

MILWAUKEE (AP) — Specialist* who deal 
with drug dependent y tay Bft»U Fivr« will 
confront tremendous challenge* when he 
return* to football following treatment for hi* 
addition to p«ia medication 

The Green Bey P»d*fi *tar quarterback 
end the NFL'i Meet Valuable Player *ay* he 
U voluntarily entering « drug treatment can 
ter “lor however long it take* to get better " 

Pevta. at a newt* cunforence Tuesday attrib- 
uted hi* addiction to hi* many operation* but 
didn't *ay what medications he wa* taking 

The NFT. on Wednesday refused to confirm 
m deny reports the 2ft-yeer old player also 
will be treated for alcohol algom 

The Packer! hope Favre can be ready for 
training amp in late July However, Ian Gum- 
ming*. p real dent of the Anaociation of Kmec 
gency Physician*, said that might he wishful 
thinking because roust recovery programs take 
several month* 

"lt‘* a tough problem to overcome It's not 
e quick fix." Gumming* said. "And I would 
caution that any quick fix that might be 
attempted might not be durable *' 

Cummings, a specialist in substance abuse, 
said that bum now on Favre will almost cer- 

tainly have to be treated with non-narcotics 
for •* be* and pains. 

"People who were addicted to tuutatkm are 

always at risk of relapse." be said. 
The menu) aspect of addiction might be 

it---— 
He could have very easily kepi ihis 
secret „. Bui he chose la say. 7 have a 

problem.' Thai's guise. 

— Thom** Tutko 
Psychologist 

-—«P5 
even harder to handle, suggested Thomas 
Tutko, a psychologist at San |<«m» Slate Uni- 
ventity who has studied drug* m sports for 
three decades. 

"The physical part you can fight But how 
do you fight phantoms? How do you fight you 
lining up and the guy across from you call* 
you a Junkie?" Tutko asked "Or people on 

your own team are wondering aro you still 
involved in drugs? You have a poor perfor- 
mance. is that the reason for it? 

"Ha’s going to get hit again, he's going to 

get clobbered again How is be going lo deal 
with it? It isn't like, 'OK. well I've decided to 
be in pain the rest of my life He's going to 
have to learn to lie in control and know how 
to do It” 

Neither Tutko nor Cummings is involved 
in Favre's treatment, but both said they 
reaped the quarterback for going public with 
his dependency because admission is the first 
step in the arduous recovery process. 

"He could have very easily kept this secret." 
said Tutko. sneaking (mat Sen faee, Calif. "He 
could have done wtuii Elvis Presley did. stuff 

himself with <lrug» and then finally del twin 
f*<« Bui h«» chose to mv. 'I have a problem 
That * gui«y 

" 

Coach Mike Holmgren haa instructed hi* 
(tail and medical personnel not to discuss 
Fsvre's situation 

WMJW TV in Madison. Wts. reported that 
Favre will enier lha Wenninger* Clinic in 
Topeka, Kan 

Favre *ay* he sought help under lha 
league * substance abuse policy in February 
after a *eUure following ankle surgery 

Because he entered the substance abuse 
program voluntarily. Favre won’t be tubiecl 
to a suspension He will undergo periodic 
drug testing, but the results will be used for 
treatment, not punishment 

NFL spokmman Greg Aiello said the league 
wouldn’t confirm or deny K-SPN’s Tuesday 
niglit report, whkh dUai unidentified wiunos, 
tliat Fevre would also be treated for akohoi 
abuse. 

"The confidentially of Ihe league's sub- 
stance abuse program prohibits us from get 
ting into specifics." Aiello said. 

Favre hoe often joked about being a big beta 
drinker and he baa never made a secret that 
tie enjoys the nightlife 

(Timmmgs said an akohoi problem would 
be a double whammy. 

"It can complicate the treatment ami recov- 
ery processes." he said by phone from 
Ilayville, Conn. "Akohoi withdrawal la per 
haps more precarious than narcotics with 
drawal. physically, because it's a more 
dangerous phenomena ** 


