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■ OUR OPINION: Racism 
charges against the paper 
are unfair and false 

A Ht-yaarold woman want 

Mutually assaulted on cam- 

put early Sunday morning, 
and now that suspect's photo 
may bo making the now* 

Kyloo lutlin Brooks wait 

positively idontifiod Sunday 
by three witnesses claiming 
to havo soon him asaaulting 
tho tomato victim, whose 
name it boing withhold. 

Like mot! newspapers, 
tho Emerald uses visual 
images and design elements 
— usually photos and 
graphics — to enhance sto- 
ries and provide readers 
with as much relevant infor- 
mation im possible. This 
taring our goal, the Emerald 
ran a photo of Brooks with 
Monday's and Tuesday's 
stories on the incident 

We ran those photo# for 
three reasons: the alleged 
rata* happened on campus, 
it happened to a University 
student and the police's 
prime suspect was a promi- 
nent University student 

In the past, the Emerald 
fuss published the photos of 
individuals chargetl with 
serious crime* — regardless 
of whether the individual 
was Caucasian, Hispanic, 
Asian or African-American. 
Skin color holds no sway 
when we consider whether 
to print the mug shot of an 

alleged criminal. 

The Emerald has no racist 
agenda nor does it strive to 

perpetuate stereotypes. 
Quite the opposite is lrue 

As a student run newspa- 
per, sharing the sensibilities 
of many of our readers, the 
Emerald exists to uphold 
and promote diversity, fur- 
ther the mutual respect 
between all people* and 

serve as « void* for opinion 
There have been five 

report**! •*>*!*#I jiMulit on 
rrmiiui this past year 
(including 1**1 summer) that 
the Emerald has covered, To 
dale, three of those suspects 
have not been (aught Two 
were — and the Emerald 
reported thane arrests, with 
mug shots 

Earlier thi* year. 26-year- 
old Michael David Shipley 
(a white man) was arrested 
after finally turning himself 
in to the Eugene police. 
Shipley was c barged With 
wight misdemeanor counts 
of third-degree sexual 
assault and one count of 
indecent exposure Hie 
Emerald ran the story and 
photo for that Feb. 9 arrest 
on Monday, Feb 12. 

On Sunday. Kytee Brooks 
was arrested, and on Mon- 
day. was read charges of 
first degree sodomy at his 
district court arraignment. 
The Emerald ran stories 
with his photo cm troth days 

That Brooks, who is a stu- 
dent leader and former pres- 
ident of Sigma Alpha 
Epsilon, stands accused of 
committing a serious crime 
is newsworthy enough 

The severity and proximi- 
ty of the alleged crime, 
along with the prominence 
of the suspect, made the 
decision to print the mug 
clear. 

A woman was sexually 
assaulted and a suspect was 

caught. The news was not 
that the alleged perpetrator 
was an African-American. 

The Emerald did not. as 
one letter-writer has 
charged, “pul a black fare 
on this crime.” 

In this instance, the sus- 

pect's face just happened to 
he black. 
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Concerned Parents Stand for Children 

Melanie 
and Mike 

Denrel are typical 
of man* voung 

I working parent* in 
Ammu ttruggltng to make 
«nd* maol. For year*. Mike 
worked three jam to he conid 
tupport hi* family while 
attending college Now I? and 
a meant graduate. Mike l» an 
aa*l»tant manager at County 
Genera) Store in Grand Fork*. 
North Dakota Melanie. 26. 
work* at T.J. Mac* while 
attending college full-time But 
deapite their effort*, last year 
the family groaaed juat 
$16,000 

“We love o«r children very 
much." Melanie My* of bailey. 
7. and Hannah. 3. "and It ha* 
n't alway* been naay keeping 
them warm and fed 

So the Daniel family and 
many other* plan to Stand For 
Children at the Lincoln Memo 
rial in Wa*hlngton. DC 

"We'U be there June 1 
becauee w* went better for our 
children and for ait children." 
My* Melanie, "and we hope 
every parent will be there wtth 
u*" 

1 hope *o. too 
The harder the time* are and 

the mm* famtliee *truggie for 
children, each an<i every one 
of u* can do better Parent* 
and grandparent* can do better 

tor children Religious and 
mmmunity organisations can 
do more Political, business 
and cultural leader* can do a 

lot better They can make it 
easier rather titan harder for 
families to raise children 

With S18 baliie* being bam 
to mothers who had late or no 

prenatal rare. It is time to put 
children first in our families, 
communities and government, 
and that's what Stand for Chil- 
dren is all about. 

Stand for Children is not a 

partisan event it is s day to 
celebrate, strengthen and 
renew our commitment to chil- 
dren. to make clear our strong 
belief that for America to stand 
for anything, we must stand 
for children We will commit 
ourselves, our communities 
and our government to help 
permits raise moral, healthy 
and educated children 

"People are to reedy for 
this.* says Bill Hager, director 
of St Louis Care Biddeford. 
Maine, who has been traveling 
around the state talking to 
small groups about Stand For 
Children "There is so much 
fear and discomfort in our 
communities and people are 

looking for a way to react 
Stand for Children gives them 
a way to do that * 

COMMENTARY 

NiRTOfiniiiCTr 
If you am a parent struggling 

to raise a child but know you 
could do better, coroe stand 
with us If you are troubled by 
the pollution of our airwaves, 
air. food, water, earth and our 

children's values, come stand 
with us If you are worrying about whether your children's 
schools are preparing them for 
the 21 century, come stand 
with us. 

If you are anxious that your 
children will get sick and not 

get detent medical cart* 

because you lack health insur- 
ance. come stand with us. if 
you are concerned about you 
children's safety, come stand 
with us. If you’ve had enough 
of political leaders from all 
parties talking about family 
values while not supporting 
what families need to raise 
healthy, safe, moral and edu- 
cated children, come stand 
with us. 

like the Daniel family. 
America must stand us for its 
children, not just with word* 
but with action 

Manon Wright Kdelman it 
founder and president of the 
Washington. D C -bated Chil■ 

UTTERS 

Outraged 
I am writing this latter in 

response to the unfortunate 
Mxutl assault that occurred 
Sunday morning Rape is a 

deplorable crime that threatens 
the safety of our campus tom- 

munity 
However, t feel that the QfMT 

acted irresponsibly in its cover 

age of this heinous crime By 
publishing the picture of a 

black male suspect on the front 
page of the paper for two days, 
the Emerald has successfully 
attached an African-American's 
face to the crime of rape Some 
may argue that Kyleo Justin 
Brooks committed the crime 

I end happens to be a black male. 

therefore the Enwntld luu done 
no wrong My response would 
be that Brook* hat yet to be 
convicted of the charges, and 
hi* photograph was published 
prior to hi* arraignment It la 
not my intention to |udge hit 
guilt or innocence in the mat 
ter. that la betide the point 

The Emerald haa vilified 
black men a* perpetrator* of 
sexual violence. The fact 
remain* that rape it perpetrated 
on a daily batit by men of all 
races, especially in’the frequent 
instance of fraternity-commit- 
ted assault*, but their pictures 
are not displayed so callously for multiple day* on the front 
page of the University paper There seems to be no regard for 

the right* of the Ktuivd or hi* 
privacy. 

tt is ironic that i sin defend 
ing the rights of an accused 
rapist. As a volunteer tor Sasu 
al Support Service* in Eugeni* 
I have witnessed the pain 
inflicted upon families and 
friends of the victims of sea 
crimes. As a survivor. I have 
experienced outrage at the sys- 
tem for protecting the rights of 
the accused over the victim. I 
believe that the media has per 
petuated a negative stereotype 
of black men as perpetrators of 
rape by neglecting to print the 
photographs of numerous con 
victed felons who are not black 

Serena SuHtven 
Poetical Science 


