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Female circumcision: 
a practice in barbarity 
■ OUR OPINION This 
painful and sexist ‘ritual 
should be condemned 

"The older women from 
the village surrounded her 
end field her arm* and leg* 
I a* the procedure began) She 
started screaming and then 
she shouted ’why ore you 
killing me?' — but I couldn't 
do anything to help her " 

Surd) was the experience 
of an American photograph- 
er who recently witnessed 
the ritual of female circum- 
cision in one African nation 

The photographer, who 
related her story on an Ore 
gun Public Broadcasting 
television program earlier 
this week, is plagued by 
vivid memories and disbe- 
lief to this day Her presence 
at the ritual was compound- 
ed by the fact (hat she had 
become friends with the 
young woman being circum- 
cised 

last Wednesday, the U.S. 
Senate passed a law that 
would make female circum- 
cision a federal crime, but 

repealed a provision in the 
bill that would have offend 
political asylum to women 
who seek amnesty here to 
avoid the ritual in their 
home countries. 

While the legislation is 
overdue — yet welcome, the 
Senate should go one step 
further 

The United Stales should 
peasant a proposal criminal 
icing female genital-mutila- 
tion to the United Nations. 

The proposal would no 
doubt be met with criticism 
and stow response, but at 
least the international com- 

munity would be exposed to 
the idea of what this kind of 
circumcision really is: cruel, 
demeaning and viciously 
sexist. 

The ritual recently 
received national attention 

after 10-year -old Fauciya 
Kasinga allegedly fled bar 
native Togo to avoid the 
pruoiduta. One to a tup 
posed lark of documenta- 
tion and evidence that 
would have given her asy* 
lum, U S. immigration off!- 
ciala promptly had kasinga 
thrown in )ai! where she 
anguished for nearly two 
yearn before being released 

U--—- 
The Untied State* should 

present a pntpouil 
crindmatitmg female 
ftrtutal mutihtium to the 
United Nations 
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In the future, when she- 
look* back at her ordeal. «he 
may very well be grateful 
that while the fullered 
needlessly in prison, her 
body and womanhood 
remain intact. Many others 
have not been as fortunate. 

While female circumci- 
sion doesn't fall under the 
other more traditional and 
political reasons that force 
thousands of people to flee 
their countries, thanks to 

Kasinga t sad plight, the 
entire political asylum 
framework is being scroti- 
nixed in this country. 

In recant years, the proce- 
dure has made its way to 
North America through 
immigrants who bring the 
cultural practice from some 

regions of Africa and the 
Middle Fast 

The procedure needs to Ire 
sanctioned globally More 
other women are mutilated 

The photographer ended 
her OI% segment saying she 
c ouldn't believe that this 
kind of thing still happened 
in the world. 

Neither can we. 

ft’s about time it ended. 
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FULL Of GAS. 
TK OTHERS 

Out o* GAS. 

Dole 
EN(PGV 

BMBB 

If TUBS 

Part* advice 
It's that unw a! year again, 

and despite tba H»v of seeing 
the ton again after the Oregon 
monsoon. a« cop-type* know 
the aaaaonai change herald* the 
call of tha wild party. 

Now you may think It's the 
high point of our weak to butl 
tamput partiaa. but I'm writing 
thu to nay that if* not 

In spite of declining crime 
statistic* nationwide, the crime 
rate* for the Went University 
and uunpus are alive and thriv- 
tag, 

We are aware of this and 
would prefer to spend our lime 

concentrating on the thieves, 
pervert*, robber* and the 
assaultive idiot* we have no 
♦horia.p' of in this area. But we 

don't have much choice when 
* 

we twelve complaint*, and tile 
gal behavior it blatantly "In 
your (ace.* 

You can help yourself, and 
(no matter how you define tt| 
your community by consider 
ing ways to avoid making those 
errors 

•If you are under 21. you can 
be charged with "M1F by con 

sumption'' if we have evidence 
you have bean drinking alcohol 
illegally (*150 Ana) 

•II you walk down the tide 
walk drinking a laser. you may 
be arrested for "Open Contain 
or* (*ns fine). 

• If you buy a keg and fail to 
follow the information you pro- 
vided on the form, you may be 
charged with ’False Swearing’, 
and the keg will be seised 

•Holding an opan party and 
charging ’donations* lor hear it 
a recipe for trouble. Among 
other charge*, you may be cited 
as s person being in control of a 

property knowingly allowing a 
minor to drink alcohol (*350- 
*1000 mandatory fine). 

These examples are cited 
because they are common 
offenses There are many addi- 
tional ways to get in trouble, 
but the real question is how to 
avoid legal problems 

The best answer is not to 
break the law tf you choose to 
do so anyway, it doesn't take a 
genius to realize you might 
want to be low-key about it. 

Blasting your stereo, yelling 
in the street and fighting on the 
sidewalk are subt le signs we are 

trained to recognize 

If you gat caught, don't blame* 
the police 

Your (Hand*, and especially 
your data, won’t think lass of 
you because you calmed down, 
answered question* and took 
your ticket without betlyach- 
tn& 

Sgt David Poppa 
Eugene Pokca 

No sympathy 
I just finished reading, with 

some amusement. Bart Alnsan 
dor and lay Liningnrs tympa 
thetic take on Eugene's street 

people. 
Although their logic is con- 

voluted to the point of being 
ludicrous, it appears they 
behove the primary function of 
"the law" is to uphold the 
social hierarchy to benefit those 
on the most powerful "social 
rungs." 

Bsrt. Jay. wake up! The year 
is l*m. the Berlin Wall has 
fallen, the Iron Curtain has 
been lifted and the tired Marx 
ist rhetoric you espouse has 
been rendered irrelevant 

Mas*# you two ever stopped to 
think that perhaps those losers 
you defend may be guilty of 
more than just "slouching 
around in our midst"? 

When my fiancee and I 
moved here last fall, we were 
victimised twice by petty crim- 
inals. 

Interestingly, since "the law" 
has cracked down on the slime 

C lovingly embrace, we have 
no further problems 

One night, our apartment was 
broken into, and my fiancee's 
backpack and contents were 
stolen (while she was home, no 
1***5 A few weeks later, the 
grill was stolen off our barbe 
cue. 

Because only the gnll portion 
was stolen, l am led to believe 
the thief intended to start a 
cooking fire in town some- 
where. Goth, these poor people need some way to cook food, 
regardless of the fire hasard! 

After all. only the highest "social rungs" own mat estate, 
so who cares if s private home 
or business is accidentally burned down Bight guys? 

Chech out the cover story on 

Tuesday’s flegitter Guard 
Eugene’s crime rose u 7 per 

cent in 1995. Any guesses who 
the perpetrator* ere? 

John Niendorf 
Eugene 

Vote Rust 
The other dey. 1 was watch- 

ing a debate between the candi- 
date* competing in the 
Democratic primary for the U.S. 
Senate seat that is being vacat- 
ed by Mark Hatfield, when i 
heard something that made me 

atop and think. 
Jerry Rust, lint candidate who 

has always worked hard for the 
people of Lane County, simply said. “Vote as if your life 
depended on it" 

This statement made me real- 
ise that if t wanted to see a 

change in the current political 
arena. 1 must get out and mobi 
liae the vote for the candidate 
that will best represent Oregon 

For years. Rust has been 
approached by lobbyists from 
both sides of the spectrum in 
relation to a thousand issues 
He has never wavered in his 
service to his constituents 

Rust speaks out on the issues 
specifically and precisely Hi* 
honesty is legendary and he has 
a special knack for better 
expediting issues to the public 

Today, it seems as if people 
think money can buy an elec 
lion Now, more that ever, we 

must not allow our Senate seat 
to be parceled out to the highest 
bidder by a Republican or a 

Democrat. 
These millionaire candidates 

have been recruited by corpo 
rate interests because they 
know that these recruits out be 
trusted to represent their inter 
eats. 

We Oregonians should elect s 

candidate who will represent 
our interests, withstand the 
heavy pressure of lobbyists ami 
tell people the truth. 

Jerry Rust is by far the best 
candidate in the race for the 
U.S Senate seat 

Hts constituency re-elected 
him four time* because they 
know and trust him. end they 
will vole for him again because 
they know where he stands on 
the issues. They know he daiiv 
era 

Nicole Justice 
PoW«cal Science 


