INTERNATIONAL

Serb becomes first suspect in Bosnian war crimes trial

B COURT: Defense warns against

hastily finding a scapegoat for
atrocities against Muslims

THE HACUE, Notherlands (AP) — Pale,
impassive, woaring a baggy blue suit and
flanked by UN. guards, a 40-yoar-old Serh
faced international justice Tuesday in the
first war crimes trial to come out of the
Bosnlan war

The Toxas judge presiding over the UN
tribunal reminded all present that Dusan
Tadic was innocent until proven guilty
Tadic's lawyer sald he was & victim of mis-
taken Identity, swept up by suthorities
frantic to find & scapegost for the stroci-
ties of Bosnla

But the chief prosecutor sccused the for
mar bar owner of offenses of “unspeakable
horror,” including murdering Muslim pris
oners by kamte kicks, torture, rape and by
forcing one prisoner o castrate snother
with his teeth

The trial, which is 1o Include video tes-

timony by all victims too terrified of
Tadic to face him in court, opened in
bullding ringed by steel barriers and
flanked by tonts to scoommodate hundreds
of reporters.

A 30-yard -wide wall of bulletproof glass
soparatnd the judges, sttorneys and defen
dant from the packed spectators gallery.
and scores of armed UN. and I)u!c.rpulm
patrolled inside and outside the coun.
room

The three-judge panel, wearing black
and scarlet robes, sal behind a ralsed
wooden bench fitted with computer
screens for viewing documentary evidence,
including maps

Tadic Nipped on & « nmrulal sCreen
placed on the long wooden dock when he
entered the courtroom. and listenied impas-
sively to a translation of the procesdings
over a headset

The first war crimes trial since Nurem
berg “'has certain historic dimensions,”

sald prosiding judge Gabrielle Kirk McDon-

ald of Houston, in her opening statement,
reforring 1o the prosecution of Nazi war
criminals that ended in 1958

“"Nevertheloss we should all remember
first and foremost that this is a criminal
trial.” she said

Tadic is charged with crimes against
humanity for taking part in more than 30
murders and torturing Muslims in and
arosind the Serty-run Omarska prison camp
in northwestern Bosnia in 1992

He faces a maximum penalty of life in
prison i convicted

According 1o prosecutors, Tadic alleged
Iy terrorized three camps in Bosnia's north
western Prijedor region from May through
Doecember 1992, He also is accused of
rounding up Muslims and Croats in the
aroa, killing or assaulting some, and dri
ving others into the camps

Niemann described one attack on
inmates &t Omarska in which Tadic, & mar-
tial arts expert, allegedly kicked Muslim
inmates to death while other Serbs used
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baseball bats and lengths of cable

But defense lawyer Mischa Wladimiroff
wamed Tuesday that the Yugoslav tribunal
was an experiment in justice that could
fail

“An international hunger for a verdict
of gullty must be resisted at all costs,”
Wiadimiroff said. “The tribunal must be
wary of desires for revenge and the need
for a scapegoat.”

Tadic originally also had been charged
with rape, but in the opening minutes of
the trial, the count dropped that charge
al the request of prosecutors, who said the
victim was too frightened to testify

Count TV broadcast the proceedings live
to the United States, and the plaza in front
of the tribunal building was ringed with
TV satellite dishes pointed skywards

The accused architects of the mass
slaughter and torture that were so much a
part of the Bosnian war are being shield
ed by both Serbia and the Bosnian Serbs,
who reject the court’s authority

MEETINGS
Career Conter will ofter an
| informational meeting by
|  Future Shop today in EMU
Codar Room F trom6Bto Tpm
|  and by Southwestem Co. from
| 317 pm in EMU Century
|  Room E. For more information
| call 346-8001 or stop by Room
| 244 Hendricks
| College Democrats will
| meet tonight at 7 in EMU
Cadar Room E. For more infor-
mation, call 461-9780

! RELIGION

: Newman Center will spon-
sof Mass and a coffee house
social tonight at B at 1350
Emerald St. For more informa-
tion, call 343-7021

MISCELLANEOUS

Lesbian, Gay and Bisexual
Alliance will sponsor Quear-
fest!, a celebration of gay price |
and visibility, loday from noon |
103 pm inthe EMU courtyard
For more information, call 348
3360
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Save on
Golf

$7 for 9 holes
$12 for 18 holes
with student L.D.

* 18 hole course

* No tee times

¢ Challenging par-61 course
* Rentals available

* Restaurant

* Discount Mon-Fri only

OAKWAY GOLF
|| 2000 Cal Young Rd. » 484-1927




