Discussion: ‘| strongly believe in the process’ says PFC chairwoman

funding to purchase -ldtib transmission
equipment and an integrated computer
system.

“What we tried to do this year is make
a final push to take the station a step up
into what it really could be and what
would mi.- it something other than “that
student radio station over there,™ he said.
“The students voted ‘not this time," and
that's perfectly understandable. It speaks
louder than any committee.”

The committee Plerson referred 1o is
the Programs Finance Committee, the
group responsible for allocating budgets
to every ASUO student group on campus
This year the PFC worked within a 7 per
cent benchmark.

“The PFC system works best in serving
a lot of groups that represent a lot of stu
dents in very small contingencies.” he
said. “It's very micro. When you get into
something that provides a great deal of
service 1o a great deal of people, that's
whaere it gets different because you gener
ally incur a great expense doing so.”

Pierson said these new expenses
should not have come unexpected. The
need for equipment upgrades has always
been present, and this year the station
hoped to receive what they need, he said

Speech: Past

essential to
understanding
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about their experiences during
the Holocaust, Lipstadt said

American Jews finally “came
out of the woodwork” in 1967
during the Six-Day War, Lipstadt
said

“The belief that Israel destruc
tion was imminent and the
silence of the world, including
the lack of action from United
Nations, were reminiscent of the
Holocaust,” she said. “It could
be sald that for the Jews, the vic
tory of the Six-Day War consti-
tuted the end of the Holocaust.”

Following the victory of the
war and the declaration of lsrael’s
statehood, American Jews decid
ed they would not let the world
decide their fate any longer, Lip
stadt said

The increased awareness and
acceptance of ethnicity in the
1970s finally gave Jows a chance
to talk openly about the Holo
caust. People who had once been
called refugees were now con
sidered survivors, Lipstadt said

The increased focus on the
Holocaust caused problems by
skewing Jewish history and inac
curately making the Holocaust
and persecution the cormnerstone
of Jewish culture, Lipstadt said

“It fostered the inaccurate view
that because of, rather than
despite anti Semitism, jews need-
od 1o remain Jews.” she sald

The evolution of University
level studies and courses on the
Holocaust is essential 1o helping
Americans, both Jewish and non-
Jewish, understand the complete
implications of the Holocaust,
Lipstadt said.

As the number of living Holo-
caust survivors decreases, the
study of the history and eifect of
the Holocaust becomes more
important as a way to remember
the past events

“As time goes by, we are more
likely to become complacent,”
said Holly Campbell, assistant
director of the Humanities Cen-
ter and one of the conference
organizers. “We need to remem-
ber that we all have a great capac-
ity for good and a great capaci-
ty for evil. The choice is in which

one to cultivate.” |
|

“Every yoar [for the past three years|. |
put into my [PFC budget| proposal a very
thoughtful explanation of what it costs 1o
run and equip a radio station.” he said. 1
explained that the system started before
I was here, and it didn"t accurately reflect
anything close to what it should in termas
of funding a mdio station

“For three yoars ['ve been wamning the
Committes there would be a day whon a
l‘;:s?mptml would come across their

Plerson said the KWVA request was
not extraordinary in comparison to bud-
gets of other university radio stations in
the country. KUSC, KWVA’s counterpan
at the University of Southern California
has an annual budget of more than $2
million, be sald. With this in mind, Pler-
son said he wishes the PFC had given
more than an & percen! increase

“1 know the PFC fpels they really did go
out of their way, and | agree they did as
much as they conceivably could.” he
sald. "But by the design of the system that
they're working with, they were unable 1o
do any better they did

“What they did for us is greatly appre
clated, but in my mind 'm still stuck
between the could have and the should
have.”

PFC Chalrwoman Susan Anderson said
the Committee fulfilled its duties to all
student groups and funded KWVA as
much as possible.

“To be quite honest, everyone on the
PFC was 100 percent bohind KWVA_" she
sald. “After the ballot measures failed
they've all been slamming us, saying
we've been shirking our duties. But in
actuality, we gave them an increase

“We told them initially we couldn’t
give them all they wanted, so with the
help of the ASUO and the Executive, we
sen! them to the ballot ™

However, Anderson sald this support
has gone unappreciated

“It frustrates me because before the vot
ing process, | was 100 percent behind this
course of action.” she sald. “And because
it didn't go James’ way, now it's our fault

‘I think he's wrong in his conclusion
that the PFC supports smaller groups over
the larger ones because If you look at the
ASUD Exscutive office, It represents
every student on campus and we fund
them as much as we can.”

Anderson sald the problems surround
ing KWVA do not stem from inherent
problems in the fee allocation process

“We gave KWVA as much as we could
alford,” she sald. “I strongly believe in

the process we have set up now because
it is students deciding how to spend stu
dents’ money. | don't know what James
thinks would be a better system.”

Because of its benchmark, Anderson
sald the PFC faced a daunting task of pro-
viding sufficient allocations to everyone

“Students are poor, and we knew that
throughout sur whole process,” she said
“We cut wherever we could. We were a
conservative commitiee because we real-
Iy looked at the numbers a lot closer than
previous commiltees have ™

This type of process is not something
new lo governmen!, Anderson said

“l draw parallels between our process
and the federal government.” she said
“Every single person in the country, like
studont incidental fees at the University,
pays taxes. These taxes are spread over a
very large number of programs that rep-
resent the majority and the minority. ™

if the fedeml tax system or the student
incidental fee allocation process were
changed, howwever, the effects would be
vastly nogative, she sald

“The programs we now have wouldn't
exist if this process were obliterated like
a lot of people want it to be,” she sald
‘Programs across the board would suf

for.”

Summer Session bulletins

with schedule

of classes are now available!
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Pick up your free copy

of the summer session bulletin in
333 Oregon Hall
or call (541) 346-3475
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