“32 years of Quality Service”

Mercedes « BMW
Volkswagen « Audi

GERMAN

Serving outstanding
vegetanan cuisine,
tantalizing desserts,
sclect wines & the
best beers of the
Pacific Northwest
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ONE OF THE YEARS VERY BEST LS

12 MONKEYS |

THIS IS AN URGENT CALL FOR HELP!

TO0
KEGS!

Steclhead Brewery & Cafe always your friend in
need, your safe port in any storm, needs your help
in reducing the number of kegs in our brewery.
Drop what your doing, pick up the phone and call
686-2739 and reserve a keg now
before it's too late.

Keg $89-$99
Pony Kog $55-860
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Cranberries succumb to commercialism

By Les Zaczek -
Fomplar o Ry e

Perhaps the title of the Cranberries first album
sald it bost: If Everyone Else is Doing it Why Can't
We. And they are right, because since the release
of thair first single. “Linger,” the Cranberries have
boon ¢ llmhln““up the charts to become one of the
most sucosssful pop-alternative bands around.

But unfortunately the title of their first album
also seems to reflect their attitude toward music
Basically, The Cranberries sound like every other
alternative-pop band; they just do it well and have
been luckier than others

To the Faithful Departed is another excursion
into pop mediocrity that will probably sell mil-
lions of coples, but it won't introduce the musical
world to anything new

Check out “When You're Gone™ - it's basically
Abba with an Irish saccent. Not that there is any
thing wrong with Abba, but at least Abba did not
pretend it was a cutting-edge band

The Cranberries can’t seem to admit that they
are just a8 commercial pop band and want to come
across as some kind u’ “alternative” group

Once one has accepted the fact that this is basi
cally catchy, well-crafted and calculated pop
music, then the disc is not so bad. Dolores O'Rior
dan’s voice is as pretty and dreamy as usual, and
the band provides a nice back kdrop of pleasant
melodies and hooks

The Cranberries seem to be pursuing the “hard
er” sound on several songs, with more distortion -
sont of like “Zombie™ from their last album, No
Need To Amgue. The track "Hollywood* falls into
this category with its thundering wall of guitars

that mellows out enough
for O'Riordan to sing,
“I've got a picture in my
head, it's me and you
and we're in bed. . .~

But there's no need to
worry, the Cranberries
have not become a
grunge band by any
means. There are still
plenty of slow songs,
such as “War Child.”
and “Electric Blue”
which sounds a lot like
the Cocteau Twins
except that you can actu
ally understand the lyrics.

“Salvation,” the newest single, is fast and
catchy, and you've probably heard it on the radio
a million times already

The best song on this CD is “1 Just Shot John
Lennon,” which has a driving beat and a nice
maelody. Another interesting song is “Joe,” which
sounds like a cross between the Cure and Irish folk
Imusi

When it comes to lyrics, this CD basically the
usual Cranberries cup of tea: songs about war, the
world and some politics. They even throw in a
song called “Bosnia,” - isn't it nice that today's
modern bands are so informed about current
world issues?

There is nothing wrong with this disc, it's just
that there is nothing terribly brilliant about it. If
you've heard any of the previous Cranberries
albums, then vou've heard this one.
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Hinds: Indie labels face numerous roadblocks

8 Continued from Page TA
indie labels on & national level
and make inroads for its artist
line-up, which includes local
favorites such as Floater.

However, the waters an inde-
pendent label must navigate in
the 90s are treacherous

The channels of distribution
on a nationa! level are much
more condensed than they were

15 ysars ago, and there are fower
ways to reach & generation that
has grown up using music
videos 1o make their purchasing
decisions

Fanzines and underground
record shops are now fewer and
farther between, as much com-
petition in these arsas is being
sliminated by larger organiza
tions

Bee Garden

Live Music Four Nights a Week!

Now selling Henry's & Michelob Hefe - $80

Micro Brews on Tap including Guiness
Free Pool Sunday Days & Tuesday Evenings

Pool Tournament Monday Evening
Sigrup at 6:30. Tourney starts at 7:00.

Enjoy a game of horseshoes in our beer garden
25 kinds of imported beer

2657 Willamette * 344-0816

For the music fan who has
grown sick of the major labels’
bandwagon mentality about
marketing new artists, one can
only support the efforts of these
renegade record labels by seek-
ing out information on their
artists and rewarding them with
a purchase

Now rock in the 90s desper-
ately needs another renaissance

are still available.

Stop by
Suite 300, EMU

to pick them up.




