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herself as a statistic

campus signs. Splashed in bright
pink, they warned the largest
group of potential rape victims
women between the age of 16 and 24
that every 1.3 seconds, a woman in
Amenica is raped
“I switched the signs around and
read only ‘American women,”” Rebecca,
now a junior, says. | thought it couldn’
happen to me because I'm Afncan.”

But Rebeccs found out race couldn

het. She was

t prot

waually assaulied dunng hinals week by

a2 man she trusted, 2 *ea T“!‘h. aaistant e volun

1
teered with at the Ul International Center

“1 knew | had been wronged.”

| always thought they jumped you on the sreer,”
Retwecca wye “He just invited me over st noon fosr

hanch. Once the doow

bosed, he roally changed He
sasd | knew it was coming, | didn’t. It was craey

I'he man pinned her down on the Hoor, and
Rebecca struggled and pleaded with him 10 stop
Betore he got her shurt off, dhe escaped and locked her

sl i the bathroom. The man calmed down afier 45

The Date Rape Drug

On the stroet, users call he KtThe white pifis “roofies. * On campus, ey re
calling it the lorgetting pill, or, quite umply the date rape drug of chosce.
The drug. Robypnol, is described 2s 3 sedative 10 times mare powertul Than Vai-

Most repes are committed by
omeone the victim knows.

munutes, and they ok the same bun back o CAMmpus

"I went home and wene serasghe to bed. | fele
like | had just run 2 marathon, but | wain't yweat
ing and | wasn 't becathing hard. | was just extreme
Iy tred. | knew | had been wronged.

The man warned her not 1o tell, bur unlike the
majorty of victims, Rebecca hiled attempeed nape
.hu'Ktl Againat !‘u! assaddam ancd won

F the 500,000 women who report rape and
quu\p!r.l rape every ycar only 16 percent of
women report it o police, and even fewer press
.hu‘n Ulwer B0 percent know their sttacken
Many nper ocour on college campuses because seu
dents are at a prume dating age. But as reported

rapes increase, the number
of women prosccuting thew
auvailanty remains propao:
vonately low

Mo

e
prcas

women don t
charges because they

don t want to cmbarrass

wrn, and reports of it use In serusl baltery Cases v POPRING UP ScToRs the South their famabes, or they think

Victima reportedly inges! the pill unknowingly - usuafly dissolved in 3 drnk — and
ciperience anything from nauses and duznness o complets memory loss M

Roofies sedate users quackly — withen 15 1o 30 menutes of ingestion — and last
ahout esghy! hours Pertiaps the grestes! danger the drug poses = the lempor ary and
amnesia for most of the sodation pertod Law enforcement officers say & harry or IR
nonexisten! memary of 3 sexuasl encounter i ifficult, if not imposaibie 1 prosecute beeak nt

Afthough 1t is not approved for use in the United States. Robrypnol i o legal pre-
scription drug in parts of Europe and Latin Amernica illegal use of the drug was fryt
reported in Florida in 1994, but sexual assaull cases imvolving the pill are springing

WP m southern California, as wedl
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it & thewr own fault LAY

Denmise Fraser

lakos, & chinscal payct
FAPCIt o WOomon
I sdmeOdic Were to
P A WAMTMN 8 apant
ment and burglaree n, she
woukdn't be embarrassed to
hic charges. But the prose
wion rate s s poor |for
rape '.I-J]l It takes too

much to get through it

“1 felt It was my fault.”

Ai a u.vh..-'- we 4t Uheo | Kot w gt tagsed

a baskethall plaver who had been reported for
suaulting anocher wormar ne yeal befod

It waan t & bag hghn e wan | sand n H
startesd to take } 1. | dade A &5 |
pant Lay there | hnally realesed what he was dosng o
me. | wsd no, ake 1 our He dude I dsdn v bughue
hamn, and that + what makes € ADETY

Katie, now a i T T, \ r 1
b av } ath han g . harg }
WAl fused and ashamed, and of t§ y !
being raped because she had | i hing

| & - i b wosuse | was deunk and |
WM 1w L -~ twetted ALA 1 v ! wt | !"
do anything, why | let it happe

A } infl 1 erce I male aggr
sors, and 55 percent of women involved in rapes
are to have used slcohol or other de g
betire attack. Although deu Ring may lead to
A In some inatances, Fraser- ¥V aschakos wavy um W
drunkenncss to blame women for being raped
.ll']’l’—‘fllu'l" L5

“Using d King as 2 X ating m
like sdpertn whe wn H‘r" T i Hex. e
like hirting & knee with s rubber hamme Saving
that a woman wh frunk LRV mplecy
the poor guy | sl nothung betier, no other chouce
than o rape her In bace, many men can be with a

worrsan o0 that wivanon and they don't make the

\k\ RN 1O Fapw

“When they were finished,
they threw my clothes at me.”

Jamse was a freshman when he got really drunk
and left a dance party ot Augustana College, 1l
with two men, She was invited o go back 1o a
smnaller party at thewr friend s dorm

“Sunce there were rwo of them, | ket wcure,” he
wys Bt when we gt to thewr fnend’s room, they
sarted taking my dothes off. One put me on the bed
Hodd VO

They changed places 3 kit When they were
Ll

and warved IIJ-]H‘ swn with me | sand
Wt

hnohed, they theew my chothes at me and drove me

| ever saw o}

baack to the party T AgAn

RJ‘I’! that involve more than one sttacker make
up 16 percent of commurted rapes and 10 percent of

1 1 » T fyir aphamote, B
attempted rapes. Jam MOw 4 prhomaor alk
about her experience openly and graphically

It s importan w that people know, the says

Women in thiny choak of ulen an them
schves, a2 sibenee Ty nh and it k
meny do this to them. |'m not sshamed. | say I'm a

victim bevause those people did it 1o me. It has
™ "'””b‘. o do with nse

Lt mamer have been withield
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When
rape
takes on
a familiar
face,
women
find it
even
tougher
to be
believed
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