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Blazers on the brink of 
first-round elimination 
■ PLAYOFFS: Detense has 
been Portland s biggest 
pfobtom against Utah 

PORTLAND, n» (API — Affar 
two fourth <p*artar ooltaapaa. the 
Portland Trail Blarar* mtm on* 
to** away fmm Swing *w«pt out 
erf tha playoffs far tha mrmkkI ymx 
in a low 

Coach P J ('arlMimo t* 0-5 in 
Ih* playoff* ovmt th* past two 
Vaars at tha firti round sarins 
iwtwnwn hit RUuars and tha Utah 
l*n shift* to tha Rom Cardan far 
Gama 3 Monday night 

If this wa# hr* kay. Portland 
would ha up 2-0 Tha RUrar* lad 
•hat throw partodt in both games 
at Salt Laka City in Thursday's 
J10 92 lost and Saturday's JOS- 
00 dafaal. tha Hlaaart war* 
uutMorod 65 31 in tha final pari 
od 

Aftar tha Blararm’ work ad out 
Sunday, nobody wa crflsring any 

awplanation for tha consecutive 
collapse* Thay insist, though. 

that theu confidence has not bean 
•ratM 

'Not at *11, not in the least.'* 
Harvey Grant Mid "We've just 
got «»> wort, some thing* out in the 
fourth quarter We've got to 
Lnoc4 (hot* down in the fourth 
quarter and not let them tome 

down and )u»t get anything they 
want They’ve been doing that the 
last two game* 

Defense. Portland's strength in 
winning 18 of 22 games at the 
end of the regular season, ha* 
been a problem against Utah's 
patient, precise offense The |axt 
shot 59 percent from the field in 
their two home victories, 80 per 
cent (12-for-IS) from 3-point 
range 

faff Hornacek is 8-for-8 on 3- 
pointers and 18 for-22 overall 

Then there's Karl Malone, 
who's averaged 315 points per 
game so far The Blazer* have 
tried Buck Williams, f^hris Dud- 
ley and Ullbiri Robinson against 
him. but no one has slowed the 
All-Star 
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