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University professor exhibits abstract portraits at LCC 
The portraits, 

which deal with 
the Westerniza- 

tion of Japan, 
include hidden 

pictures, hursts 
of color 

By EHaabeth Forsythe 
Ftmatmcm flaponw 

Yuji Hlratsuka. • University art professor, 
has produced a beautiful and exuberant mrtw 

of simple and abstract portraits dealing with 
Japanese people's struggle with Westernise 
lion 

Each print is done in color intaglio and 
chine colie. and feature simplified people in 

various situations against wildly 
colorful backgrounds 

Thu people themselves aru 

*urk and bare They are usual 
ly pictured in black western 

clothing, although some have 
Asian touches Although the 
pictures are presumably of 

Asians. Hiratsuka has left 
out the traditional Asian 
features, leaving the 
faces blank except for 
eyebrow* and bright 
red Ups 

"In my work. I 
draw from the 

ancient end contempo- 

rtnry to express the mismatched combinations 
and hodgepodge which Is Japanese daily 111* 
I always Imv« tha face blank or flat and tha 
profile vary ilmpls Tha portraits ara left 
ambiguous so that tha view or can add his or 

har interpretation.* HlraUuka said 
Tha results ara powerful. Tha portraits 

raflw t basic social situations, (rant love reia 
tionships in “Kiemal Triangle* to conformity 
in “Triplets Posing* and social restrictions in 
'Chained and Stringed Trio* and Judgment 

The simple black clothed people stand out 
(rum abstract backgrounds, snd color bursts 
forth tike silly string 

For the careful observer, the longer one 

looks, the more there is to see. the longer one 

looks Thsre it often a hidden or obscured 
person in the center 

Another surprise is the metallic silver sun- 
glasses in ‘Chained and Stringed Trio In 
*Cr»b Dancers* there are actually crabs ring 
ing the pkture-snd one person has si* fin 
gers Faces and symbols hide in plain sight in 
these complex phase. 

A written statement by Stephen Chovanec 
relates how Hiratsuka named his piece* 

K*th*r thou under 
going a long, tout 
taarrnl ting tirtn tnt 

he merely laid all 
of hi* print* out 
in from of 
ChovaiMK 

To 
they *! 

• i her 
gored 

oul whai the 
people 
were doing 
in each 
picture and 
iiammi ii attorning- 
ly Thl*. according lo 
(iutvaiwx HftoJHiraltuka't 
l*m tanubility of doing mh« than thinking 

tliralaukai arl nahtbit at Ijumi Community 
( J. I logit mult April 2© 

The exhibit it at the MX main ouaput at 
their Art Department Gallery until April 28 ll 
1* open Monday through Thursday from 8 
a m to 10 p m and Friday from 8am lo 9 
p in For mom information, cal) 747-4901 eat 
2400 

Take a study break 

Every Friday between 9-11:30 pm Food & beverages 
are on the House (call us for more details). 
Karaoke 
We also have Karaoke featuring Japanese, Chinese. 
Korean and English song titles every Friday and Saturday. 

Comedy Night 
Every Saturday from 9*11 pm with dancing afterwards. 

Dancing 
Dance the night away to Top 40s Music. 
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