It’s too late to beat the hotel rush

By Dawn Paugh
Cormmursty Regortee

It all began as a simple Emer-
ald sssignment. My plan was to
collect motel glt- and vacancy
information for an article about
places to stay during the week-
end O'COGL;-.I.'NHQ June 15.

Rumor it that woryono
and their dog is coming to com-
mencement, so | to make
reservations for my own family
as well. And | thought | was
beating the reservation rush by
doing it now instead of waiting
until May.

Oh, was |

I walked into the first motel |
saw, across the street from the
University, and I explained to
lho ple at the front desk of

gt':;n Tree Motel what | was
wriling about.

They took one look at each
other and laughed at me.

“We've been booked for
months.” said the man at the
front desk. “People starting mak-
ing reservations last year.”

OK, at this point | became
alarmed. Forget the story for the
Emerald. | began to have visions
of my family camped overnight
on the floor of my narrow dorm
room.

“And the motel next to us is
full, and the one next to that,
and the one next to that,” he
said.

| thanked them and turned
toward the front entrance. |
nearly ran across the street and
all the way back to campus. |
had a lot of phone calls to make

When | reached my room, |
picked up the Yellow Pages and
poured over the pages of hotels,
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motels, inns and bed and break-
fasts. With each call | made, the
response was similar and daunt.
ing.

“We're booked. "

"We've been booked for
months.

“We've been booked since last

I mandomly called places as far
away as Cottage Grove to make a
resorvation and still found noth-
ing

Finally, I found a vacancy
down on 6th Street. After mak-
ing the reservation, | had just
one question to ask

“I've never been there before,
what is the place like?"

The woman who made the
reservation for me paused before
her response

“It's a nice
she sald

Having made reservations at
larger. more prominent motel
chains in the past, | couldn’t
remoember having heard any of
them describe their establish-
ments as “nice™ and “clean.”
and this gave me cause for
waorry

To be on the safe side, | con-
tinued my search for a closer
hotel. |1 finally found another
vacancy at a place called the
Travelors Inn Motel, near the
University on Franklin Street
It's not the Hilton, but it"ll do

I guess | can consider myself

clean place.”

e
lucky that my family {sn't picky
about where they stay. At least |
hope they won't be picky

If you are a graduating senior
who plans to participate in the
commencemont ceremony and
is expocting family from out of
town, make your reservations
now

And if you are participating in
commencemen! next year, make
your reservations now — espe-
clally If your family is particular
about where they spend the
night

I'm sure some graduates dont
mind some close and personal
family bonding for the weekend

On the other hand, REl has
slooping bags and tents avallable
for rent.

OSSHE works to address public’s concerns

By Jean M. Bond
Hgher Ecucanon Reporis

The Oregon State System of
Higher Education has created
a list of areas for higher edu-
cation system improvement in
the first phase of its strategic
planning process, said Chan-

cellor Joseph Cu:
The three-phase planning
process, which started in Jan-

uary, is an effort to under-
stand what the public needs
and wants from higher education and to decide
how the state system can best provide those things,
sald Francesca Clifford, communication special-
ist for OSSHE.

In the first phase, four task forces spent mare
than three months gathering information on pub-
lic concerns about undap:mla education, grad-
uate education and research, lifelong education
and professional development and communit
and economic develo t, Cox said. The tas
forces their ngs to the Oregon State
Board of Higher Education last Friday.

“Each chair was asked to make a presentation
about the task force's findings,” said John Byrne,

n State Universily president emeritus and
m:udmummmmmmu-
man. “After that we went into session on how the
task force findings related to each other.”

“The first phase went really well,” Clifford said.

"The task forces met with representatives from
campus, business, state government and [other)
walks of life, and we got a lot of information.*

The task forces identified over 70 specific con-
cerns and grouped them into themes such as diver
sity, student access, technology and outreach,
Clifford said.

The next step is to create seversl temporary cau-
cuses to decide which areas should be addressed
first, Cox said.

“Soma things are more immediate and necessary
than others.” he said. “1 would predict that ques-
tions of student access, both financial and
graphical, and questions about use of lu.hnorm
are going to rise right to the top.*

In the final phase, the board will decide how 1o
achieve the goals set during the second phase, Cox
sald. “We will be working closely with the gover-
nor and the legislature as they develop their agen-
das.” he said.

Cox sald the planning process is important
because of the many changes the state and its
economy are going through

“We are moving away from a natural resource-
based economy and into an economy based on
international trade, technology and natural
resources,” he said. “We owe it 1o Oregon 1o bring
our intellectual resource to bear.”

“Change is h.elpcaln'. whether we want it or
not,” Cox sald o can be the victims of change
or lho mhllocu of change, and I'd rather be an

Conference: Ticket numbers dlsappomt groups

B Continued from 1 interest if the event ware held the conference at the
director of the ties Con-  downtown, Campbell said. Unlrmlty don't constitute a
ter. “We've really hard and  commitment.
Campbell, who has coordinat-  done our best under stressful con- Shorr said gotting just 70 tick-
ed ticket distribution, said high  ditions.” she said. ots for the JSU was a struggle
demand for tickets by communi Many student leaders, howev. “We've had to i l[otn-q
ty members hasn't diminished  er, are complaining that tickets  ticket we've got,” she said. "We
conference’s commitment to  for students have been far from  weren't given many ticksts st all.”
students. plentiful. While about 200 tickets were
While Wiesel had to be moved When conference organizers  open to all students, many sald
off campus, the rest of the con-  went before the ASUO Student  they've still had trouble pllin1
ference was kept at the Univer-  Senate in November to request  their hands on them. Apri
sity even after the number of tick-  $5.000 for Wiesel's travel and  Mejias, |SU assistant director,

et inquiries far exceeded the
supply. This was a direct result
of on the com-
mittee describing students’ dis-

committed to

expenses, they said they were

on campus and for students.
Many students said 300 tickets

said much of the lies in
publicity. Many students not
involved in student programs
don't even know about the event.
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| Come up and get more.
| Stop by the ODE offices, Suite 300, EMU.
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*INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS-

The International Student Advisory Committee (ISAC) is
looking for new members. ISAC serves as an advisory
committee to the Office of International Education &
Exchange (OIEE). Its mission is 10 help build bridges among
international students, faculty and administration on issues of
concern to the campus international community

* Be A Part Of University AfTairs
* Participate In The University’s
Internationalization Efforts

* Become A Member Of ISAC

Applications available st OIEE - 130 Oregon Hall
260 EMU

& International Student Association -
Application deadline:
4:30 p.m., Friday, May 3, 1996, OIEE

For more information:
Gary Koh, ISAC Chair, 343-7979
gkoh @ gladstone. voregon.edu
Ginny Stark OIEE, 346-1203
gstark @ oregon.uoregon edu

You can mke a diﬂ'cnnce!! !
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165 E. 17th
Behind Safeway & Hirons
Hours 7am to 11pm

Don’t be confused...

50¢ Wash
All Day Every Day!
Speed Queen Washers & Dryers

Double, Triple & 401b Front
Loader Machines
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