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Here come
the Bulls

t's that time of year

again, the only time

botween November and

May when National Bas-
kotball Association games
mean anything.

That's right. the NBA
playoffs get underway this
wook. The playoffs repre
sent the only time through
oul the seemingly endless
NBA season in which the
| players actually play

defense, superstars don't
pace themselves until the
fourth quarter and the refer
oes occasionally blow their
whistles
on obvious
violations.

With the
way the
league has
shaped up

|

} this sea-
‘ son, the

. Schesier | N0A

|

|

stretch run

through
June should be one of the
more interesting title chases
in recent years. It is proba
ble that the Chicago Bulls,
winners of an NBA-record
72 games, will chew up the
rest of the competition like
George Foreman at a break
fast buffet en route to the
team's unprecedented

F fourth title this decade.

So, should the NHA save
everyone a lot of time and
just give Chicago the trophy
now?! | think Michael Jor-
dan and company have that
I-haven t-eaten-in-three-
days look in their eyes these
days. It might only be a mat-
ter of time before the Bulls
can put another trophy in
Chicago’s crowded cup
board.

However, several teams,
namely Orlando, Seattle,
Houston and San Antonio,
just might be able to slow
down the mighty juggernaut
that is the Bulls

In the Eastern Conference,
the early round match-u
will only be & warm-up for
Chicago and Orlando before
the two teams meet in the
somi-finals. Expect the Bulls
to sweep through Miami
and Cleveland, as Jordan,
Scottie Pippen, Tonl Kukoc
and Dennis Rodman put on
a clinic of how to dominate
op ts with team bas-
kotball

If veterans Dennis Scott,
Horace Grant and Nick
Anderson can keep Anfer-
nee Hardaway an
Shaquille O'Neal from get-
ting too distracted, then the
Magic should slice though
Detroit and Indiana like a
hot knife through butter

If Reggie Miller can recov-
or from a broken eye socket,
the Pacers might make
things interesting for Orlan-
do, but the Magic have too
many weapons and playoff
experience for Indiana to be
much of a problem.
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Ducks look to overcome rain and Beavers

B SOFTBALL: Oregon visits Corvallis, hoping
ramn won'l wash out yet another doubleheader

By Chris Hansen

Waoather permitting. the Oregon softball team will
play a doubleheader against Oregon State this after
noon in Corvallis

Five of the Ducks’ last six games have been called
because of rainy weather Wllgl the forecast calling for
showers, today’s games against OSU may be no dif
forent

Last Wednesday, the Ducks’ doubleheader against
Portland State was mained outl. On Saturday, only one
of the scheduled games against California was played
before rain forced the cancellation of the second game
The weather on Sunday was so bleak that the double
header against Stanford was canceled sarly in the
morming and rescheduled for Monday — which. of
course, was rained out. Currently, none of these games
have boen, or are going to be, rescheduled

The timing of this recent string of
ralnouts couldn’t have come at a
worse time for the Ducks. This
woekend, the No. 3 UCLA Bruins
and the No. 2 Washington Huskles
come to town for doubleheaders
against an Oregon squad that has
played only one game since its
swoep of No. 20 Arizona State on April 14. Not 10
mezition that the Ducks haven't been able to practice
outdoors or hold scrimmages in more than a week

“It's hard not being out in the fleld, and it’s hard not
playing in any games.” said senior shortstop Kathy
Stahl, adding that there is the possibility that the team
might be a bit rusty. “But, as | always say, we've
played softball all our lives.”

Oregon (19-18 overall, 5-6 in the Pacific-10 Confer
ence) is 11-3 in its last 14 games, including a string of
seven consecutive wins that ended last Saturday in a
5-0 loss to No. 12 California. Another one of those
three losses came in a doubleheader split with the
Beavers (14-24 overall, 2-11 in the Pac-10) two weaks
ago in Eugene

The cancellation of the five games at the same time
the Ducks have been playing exceptional ball also
hurts the team's chances of improving its position In
the standings, both in the Pac-10 and overall, particu
larly because those were games the Ducks should
have won — games that won't be rescheduled

mwuucnmt
Right Neider Kim Kampfer and the rest of the Ducks hope the weather will let them fin-
ish a doubleheader loday against Oregon State in Corvallis.
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Bristow forced out of Charlotte

B NBA: Hornets' head coach resigns
under pressure after dismal season

CHARLOTTE, N.C. (AP) — Allan Bristow
resigned under pressure as coach of the Char
lotte Hornets today after the club had a nine-
game drop-off from last season’s record and
failed 10 make the playolfs

Bristow took a struggling 3-year-old franchise
and molded it into respectability, but he was
unable to turn the Hornets into a consistent
winner

“Allan and | came to a mutual agreement that
it was time for us to make a change and head
in a different direction.” Homets owner George
Shinn said today at a news conference that Bris-
tow did not attend. “Allan has been with us a
long time, and | appreciate all of the effort and
dedication he put into his job. | feel he already
did the very best job he possibly could.”

Bristow did not go out after a losing record
But the Homets’ 41-41 mark and failure to make
the playoffs represented much less than had
been expected from Charlotte this season

The Hormets were coming off a franchise-
record 50 victories last season, and fans were
hoping this would be the year Charlotte took
its place among the NBA's slite

Instead, the Hornets ranked at or near the
bottom of the league in several defensive cate-
gories, contributing 1o wildly inconsistent play
in the stretch run that cost Charlotte a playoff
berth

The Hornets, who lost four of their last six

games, closed the season with a four-game los
ing streak at the Charlotte Coliseum, a slide that
did not set well in a city that consistently Is
among the NHA attendance leaders

When asked what role fans played in Bris
tow's resignation, Bob Bass, vice president of
basketball operations said today, “You don"t
wan! luns tel ing you how 1o run your business
Al the same point, they're extremely, extrems
ly important to us.”

What made it even worse for the Charlotte
fans was that their team lost its bid for the
eighth and final Eastern Conference playoff
spot 1o the Alonzo Mourning-led Miami Heat.

Mourning spent his first three NBA seasons
as one of the most revered members of the Hor-
nets, a status he lost when he and the club
engaged in a bitter contract squabble that end-
od with his rejecting an $11.2 million salary
and the Hornets' l%uun!ly shipping him
to Miami in a six-player deal last Nov, 3,

The opening-day trade kicked off a season of
major deals, injuries and defensive letdowns
from which the Hornets were unable lo recov-
of

The Hornets have sold out 317 consecutive
games dating back to December 1088, but the
nightly attendance figure of 24,042 at the Char
lotte Coliseum represents tickets sold and dis-
tributed. The actual number of fans in the
building rarely represents a sellout, a fact thai
prompted Shinn to say he needs to put a bet-
ter product on the floor.

Ducks holding
seventh place

B GOLF: Chnstel Tomon
moves up 1o a tie lor ninth
place at the Pac-10
Championships

The Oregon women's golf team
stayed put in seventh place at the
Pacific-10 Conference Champi-
onships in Tucson, Ariz., despite
notching a strong team score of 303
in the second round on Tuesday.

Senlor Christel Tomori bettered
her 77-stroke performance from the
previous day when she carded a
one-under par 71 to move up from
18th place to a three-way tie for
ninth place. Sophomore Paula Pat-
terson came back from an 80 on
Monday 1o shoot 8 76 and move into
a tie for 20th place with fellow Duck
Karen Bristow, a freshman who had
boon tied with Tomori after the first
round

Host Arizona shot a 287 — the
oxact score the Wildcats carded the
previous day — to stay in first place,
some 11 strokes ahead of second-

L place Stanford.
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