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Here come 

the Bulls 

Il'» 
that time of ywr 

again, the only time 
between November and 
May when National Has 

kethall Association games 
mean anything 

That's right, the NBA 
playoff* get underway this 
week The playoff* repre- 
sent the only time through 
out the seemingly endless 
NBA season in which the 
players actually play 
defense, superstars don't 

pace themselves until the 
fourth quarter and the refer- 
ees occasionally blow their 

wns*! to* 

on obvious 
violation* 

With th« 
wav that 
league has 
shaped up 
this sea- 

son. the 
NBAs 
stretch run 
throuith 

June should be one nf the 
inure interesting title chases 
in resent years It is probe 
ble that the Chicago Hulls, 
winners of an NBA record 
72 games, will chew up the 
rest of the competition like 
George Foremen *t a break 
feat buffet »n route to the 
team's unprecedented 
fourth title this decade. 

So, should the NBA save 

everyone a lot of time and 
Just give ( hitego the trophy 
now? I thmk Michael Ior- 
dan and company have that 
I haven t eattm m three 
day* look in their eyes these 
days. It might only tie a mat- 
ter of lime before the Bull* 
tain put another trophy in 
Chitagot crowded cup 
board. 

However, several teams, 
namely Orlando. Seattle. 
Houston and San Antonio, 
just might be able to slow 
down the mighty juggernaut 
that it the Bull* 

In tile Eastern Conference, 
the early round match un* 

will only be a warm up for 
Chicago and Orlando lie fore 
the two teams meet In the 
semi finals Expect the Bulb 
to sweep through Miami 
and Cleveland, as Jordan. 
Scot tie Plppeti. Toni Kukoc 
and Dennis Kodtnan put on 
a clink of how to dominate 
opponents with team bas- 
ketball 

If veterans Dennis Scott. 
Horace Grant and Nkk 
Anderson can keep Anfer 
nee Hardaway and 
ShaquiUe O'Neal bom get 
ting too distracted, then the 
Magic should slice though 
Detroit and Indiana like a 

hot knife through butter 
If Reggie Miller can m ov- 

er bom a broken eye socket, 
the Pacers might make 
things interesting fur Orlan- 
do, but the Magic have too 

many weapons and playoff 
experience for Indiana to he 
much of a problem. 
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Ducks look to overcome rain and Beavers 
■ SOFTBALL: Oregon visits Corvallis, hoping 
ram wont wash out yet another OoubJeheader 

By Chrtt Harman 
Swats Hmxin* 

Weather permitting. *he Onaon softball iwm will 
play a dmibleheader against Oregon Siam this after 
noon la Corvallis 

Fl» at the Ducks' last sis mrim have been called 
because of rainy weather With the forecast catting fur 
showers, today's games against OStf may be no dif- 
ferent 

fast Wednesday, the Ducks' doubleheadwr against 
Portland State was rained out On Saturday, only one 

of the scheduled games against California was played 
before rain forced the cancellation of the second game 
The weather on Sunday was so bleak that the double- 
header against Stanford was canceled early tn the 
morning and rescheduled for Monday — which, of 
course, was rained out Currently, none of these games 
have been, or are going to be. rescheduled 

Th# timing of this ro» »ni string of 
rainouts couldn’t hav# com# at * 

wonw Urn# lot th# Ducks This 
weoktmd. th# No. 3 UCLA Hruins 
and th# No. 2 Washington Huskies 
com# to town for doubt»h#«d«r* 
against an Dragon squad that has 
played only one game since its 

sweep of No. 20 Arisons State an April 14 Not la 
mention that the thick* haven't been able to practice 
outdoors or hold scrimmages in more than a week 

"It’s hard not being out in the field, and it's hard not 

playing in any games," said senior shortstop Kathy 
Stahl, adding that there tt the possibility that the team 

might be a hit rusty. "But. as I always say, wa ve 

played softball alt our lives." 

Oregon (IB-18 overall. 5-6 in the Pacific 10Confer 
ence) is 113 in its last 14 games, including a string uf 
seven consecutive wins that ended last Saturday in a 

5 0 toss to No 12 California Another one of those 
three losses came in a doubleheader split with the 
Beavers (14-24 overall. 2-11 in the Pac 10) two weeks 
ago in Eugene 

The cancellation of the five gomes at the same time 
the Ducks have been playing exceptional halt also 
hurts the team's chances of improving its position tn 
the 'landing* both in the Pac Hi and overail parte u 

lerly because those were games the Ducks should 
have won — games that won't he rescheduled 

&jhh y- »r“i w,vm * — .—<• 

Htg*« fvakJa* Ktm Kampfar and tha f**t o» !h* Dock* hop* tha waathaf «HM tat Ihnn fWv 
t*h a doubtaftaada* today agatnat Oragoo Stata tn Corvaiua 

Bristow forced out of Charlotte 
■ NBA: Hornets head coach resigns 
under pressure after dismal season 

CHARLOTTK. N C. (API Allan Brmtow 
resigned under ptv««urv as coach of lh* Char 
tell# Hornet* today after lh« dub had a nioe- 
gume drop off from U*i mmoo'i record and 
failed to nutkr the playoff* 

Hmiuw look a struggling .) year old franchise 
and molded it into reaper lability, but b# wu 
unabl# to turn the Hornet* into a con*i*tent 
winner 

“Allan and l came to a mutual agreement that 
it was time ter u* to make a change and head 
in a different direction." Hornet* owner (ieurge 
Shinn said today at a new* conference that Hru 
tow did not attend "Allan ha* been with u* a 

long time, and I appreciate all of the effort and 
dedication he put into hi* fob I feel he already 
did the vary be*t |ob he posaibiy could 

Bristow did not go out after a losing record 
But the hornet*' 41-41 mark and failure to make 
the playoff* represented much lea* than had 
been expected frum Charlotte (hi* teuton 

The Hornet* were coming off a franchise- 
record SO victories last season, and fans were 

hoping this would be the year Charlotte took 
it* place among the NBA* elite. 

Instead, the Hornets ranked at or near the 
bottom of the league in several defensive cate- 

gories. contributing to wildly inconsistent play 
in the stretch run that coal Charlotte a playoff 
berth 

The Hornets, who lost four of their last tlx 

games. dosed the «mm with a (out game los- 
i»K Xttiek a! the Charlotte Cjtliwum. a slide that 
did nut set well in a city that consistently i» 
among the NBA attendance leader* 

When asked what ruin (ana played in Bris- 
tow* resignation. Bob Bat**, mi president ol 
basketball operations said today. "You don't 
want (an* telling you how to run your Itutuum* 
At the *ame point, tbay're emtremely. estreme 

ly important to us 
" 

What made it even worse fur the Charlotte 
fans was that their team loaf its hid for the 
eighth and final Kasiam Conference playoff 
spot to the Alunxo Mourning led Miami Heal 

Mourning spent hi* first three NBA seasons 

a* one of the most revered member* of the Hot 
net*, a statu* he lost when he and the club 
engaged m a bitter contract squabble that end- 
ed with his rejecting an $11 2 million salary 
and the Hornets' subsequently shipping him 
to Miami in a sU player deal last Nov 3. 

The opening day trade kicked off a season of 
major deals, injuries and defensive letdowns 
from which the Hornets were unable to recov 

M 

The Hornets have sold KMWltlw 
games dating back to tkscember inn*, but the 
nightly attendance figure of 24.042 at the Char 
lotto Coliseum represents ticket* sold and dis- 
tributed The actual number of fans in the 
building rarely represent* a sellout. • fact that 
prompted Shinn to say he needs to put a bet- 
ter product on the floor 

Ducks holding 
seventh place 
■ COIF: Christ el Tomon 
moves up lo a tie for ninth 
place at the Pac 10 
Championships 

Tb<* Oregon women's golf team 

pul in w««nih place at the 
Pacific 10 Conference ('.himpi- 
unships in Tucson. An/ despile 
notching a strong imun scorn «( 303 
in the second round on Tuesday. 

Senior Christel Tomon bettered 
her 77 stroke performance from the 
previous day when she carded a 

one under par 71 to move up from 
lath place to a three way lie for 
ninth place. Sophomore Paula Pat- 
terson came hark from an »0 on 

Monday to shoot a 70 and move into 
a tie fur 20th place with fellow Duck 
Karen Bristow, a freshman who hail 
been tied with Tomori after the first 
round. 

Host Ariiona shot a 2B7 — the 
enact score the Wildcats carded the 
previous day — to stay in first place, 
some i i stroke* ahead of second- 
place Stanford 


