
IfTTIRS 

Invalid theory 
Through hi* column. I jury 

Naftl pngsotM opMutw la new 
tdeas with hi* musing* on evn 

lution, creationism and life on 
Mar* (DOE, April lt| Ortamlv 
Urw people «* probably going to 
•now for dow mlndid repKtkm 
of now idea* Kmm*t. one* 
n#w Ideas have been aired, 
insistence on fun hot uncritical 
acceptance promotes gullibility 

A journalist writing response 
bly about scientific topics needs 
to distinguish brtw*»n srlsntlf 
h lhaorr. religious touching and 
id la »peculation 

Creationism ta not a scientific 
thaory. evolution i*. Darwin * 

t antral Inaight —- natural taler 
lion — undergridt evolutionary 
theory No such inaight under- 
liaa "creation science Rather, 
creationist* assume a creator — 

an aaaumption drawn further 
from thair religious conviction* 
Inatead of developing positive 
proofs for their asaartion*. ere 

ationist* seek to discredit evolu- 
tionary theory, apparently 
expecting their account of ere 

ation to stand up to scrutiny if 
evolutionary theory it absent 
from the debate 

In 1M7. the United States 
Supreme Court ruled that cre- 

ationism is a religious doctrine, 
not a scientific theory, and so 
could not be taught alongside 
evolution in public school sci- 
ence classes 

Speculation that Martians or 
other space aliens brought lib* to 
our planet is interesting, but is 
neither scientific nor a theory. 
Such conjectures do precede, 
and sometime* engender, 
testable hypotheses. And gome 

hypotheses, when tested, pro- 
vide factual information that can 
be used to buttress or disprove 
particular theories 

Oeeliontam and the "Martian 
origins theory" are not "theo- 
ries" on a par with evolutionary 
theory as Haiti asserts Neither 
have stood up to the kind of 
scrutiny that Darwin's danger 
ous idea has. nor has either been 
successfully used to predict nat- 
ural phenomena, as the theory 

of evolution ha# 
Uncritical acceptance of 

untested claim# »» «* groat *n 
obstacle toward understanding 
a# offhand refection of id«u If 
HafH plan# to write about acien 
tiflc principles. ha should road 
I*m John Ully — whoa* drug 
induced paranoia figures promt 
nently in later writing# — and 
sperm ro ora lima reviewing I ha 
logs* of scientific rnethodofowy, 

Don Reynotda 
Joumafttm 

Dangerous situation 
On tha night of April 7,1 w#i 

walking with a friand through 
tha KMU around 1130 pm 
Kugene police car# and OPS 
truck# waro cruising tha araa 
with searchlights thining 
through tha foliaga looking for 
something My friand and I fig 
urod thay couldn't ba looking 
for anything too dangarout or 

wa'd hava baan told that it 
might not ba a good idea fbr two 

young tadiro to ba walking 
around campus lata at night, 
ciothad in snort* and t- shirt# 
Nobody stopped to tall us any- 
thing about what had happened, lot ah iiu- warn u* of any danger 

But a law day# later. I read tha 
article In tha Kmeraid informing 
me about tha occurrence* on 
that Saturday night To my sur- 

prisa. I found that tha {Milhe and 
OPS waro searching for a man 
who had masturbated outside of 
Safarida Headquarters Tha act 
that tha man did was obviously 
an act against woman and our 
efforts to keep each other safe 

Tha duties of a police officer 
and tha OPS are to protect the 
safety of all civilians Therefore 
the Eugene police officers and 
the OPS failed to perform their 
duly I am appalled that nobody 
stopped and informed me and 
my friend of the danger we 

could have encountered from 
this sexually perverted man 

A message to the police and 
OPS Nest time you find your 
self looking for a pervert in the 
middle of the night, t-ke notice 
of civilians who mighl be walk- 
ing around and inform them of 

danger that may bn lurking h is 
your duly 

Carohne leedy 
Fraahman. Undeclared 

Stop racism 
Thu growing number of rat ut 

incidents on campus effects 
«,«VOM who lives, Wink.* and 
studies in this community We 
affcw our assistance to thorn who 
have been targeted by such act# 
and we appeal to racists to con- 
•idat the consequence* of their 
behavior 

Many peopia target minorities 
ami others who they perceive to 
ba different to avoid teeing their 
own insecurities Croup peer 
praseure mains this ail the more 

tempting as some Struggle to feet 
accepted and confident 

The problem la that scape 
floating not only turoa the other 
person into an object, it turns 
oneself into a robot —- unable to 
res the other or to broaden one's 
experience Kveo a comment or 
action made in test tan be very 
hurtful to those feeling inertias 
ingly threatened and vulnerable 
to racism To avoid causing this 
sort of harm, we urge you to 
think bafore you act Isn't that 
what a university education is 
all about’ 

We stand by those who sre 

targeted by these acts and offer 
our emotional support, should 
you need to tali about your 
experiences 

Marti Cvana 
Owen Ttstadt 
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University Countering Canter 

LETTERS POLICY 

The Oregon Oaky £7»era*r 
sr*a attempt 10 poor an totters 
cooteewtg comments on top- 
es or interest to the urwwsay 
community 

LaMars to toe editor mutt tie 
tewied to no more mao 2S0 
so* togas# signed and toa 
stenaacaaon ot toa enter must 
be vaulted whan me latter a 
suommad 

The fmsrttt raaarves the 
ogrstosdMany totter tor tonpto 
or style 

The 
RACE TASK FORCE 
Invites You to Attend a Forum 
April 24, Wednesday, from 
^ 3:00 to 5:00 in the 
■ Multicultural Center. 

■ Although special circumstances 
^ may prevent President Frohnmayer 
from attending, key university 
administrators will be present. 

Bring your concerns and 
recommendations to help make this 
a welcoming campus that honors 
diversity. 
LET’S TALK!!!!.and then 

WALK THE TALK!!! 

Do You Want 
(iood Teachers? 

Help us reward them. If you have had an 
outs (a luting teacher this year in an English 
composition class (any class with a “WK" 
prefix). nominate him or her for an (hitstanding 
Composition Teacher Award. Leave a note or a 
detailed letter with the English Department or 
mail it to Anne Utskava, Department id 
English, University of Oregon. Eugene. 
OR 97403. Nominations must In: 
i>t>stmarked »»r submitted by 
Tuesday. April 30. For 
information, call 340-3911. 

Behind Safeway & Mirons 
Hours 7am to 11pm 
Don *1 be confused... 

50c Wash 
All Day Every Day! 

Speed Queen Washers & Dryers 
Double, Triple & 401b Front 

Loader Machines 

Hr hiifu la \n v*»M filth 
1»>hn 

Disability Awareness Davs 
* t 

'l k rit h-tfiva tkfumfk #ut. ttmed} mhtmat;m-n dW 

Come laugh with us! 
Enjoy a night of FREE stand-up comedy 

Wednesday, April 24,8 PM 
0 the EMU Ballroom 

# \ctor and ( unu-dun 

Chris Fonseca 
l IMm> te*. • Mt UU kT*«r« U 
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