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Education program gets
e‘special’ly high credit

W EXPERIENCE: An
all-facuity teaching core
gves students hands-on
real-world practice

By Laura Kepshire

Mt | A aton Hegor e

For special education teacher
Frances Whoerry, linding the
right masters program in hes
field was not a problem

In a period of one year, she
was not only able to get a mas
ters in special education, but she
also received two different
twaching licenses and found a
teaching belore
graduated

What kind of program can
make all this possible?

University students don't have
to look much farther than their
ownl for answet
thanks 1o a unique special edu

cation ;”HRT')I!I for masters ﬂ:ll’

doctoral
1%

students
The program is
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I h o
program  — Frances Wherry
was rated Soecal Educatio
filth in T e
i 8 °
nation by AT ,,
U S

News & World Report magazine
out of more than 200 programs af
American colleges and universi
ties

The college's special educa
tion program has a number of
different elements that make it
excaptional compared to other
special education programs, said
Martin Kaufman, dean of the
College of Education

One program in particular,
called life-span comprehensive
ness, allows greduate studonts to
sick which age group of mental-
‘\ disabled children or adults
they want to work with, Pro-
grams involving children

infants and toddlers
preschool. and elementary and
secondary education

In addition, the special educa
tion program olfers two transi-
tional programs for disabled
adulls — one for those in transi
tion from school 1o work and
one for disabled adults who are
living on their own and support
ing themselves

“Other universities have one
maybe two or three of those pro
grams, but not all of them. ™
Kaulman said

Another unique trait at the Col-
lege of Education is that all class
os are taught only by the facul-
ty, said Mary Gleason, associste
professor of special education

include

Graduaste students do not teach
undergraduate students in the
college. This helps benefit the stu
dents because all the faculty
members are involved in outside
research, which they can bring
into the classroom , Gleason said

“We do research
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Federal and state funding for
the College of Education is high
or than the f::r'uhnﬁ for most col
hogos of s Kind

It receives more than $15 mil
lion in grants each year and the
college was ranked third out of
50 top American |<I|lr;.;¢'u and
universities by U''S. News and
Warld Report

More than $12 million of this
money goes toward research by
the special education faculty,
developing model programs and
toward training of faculty and
teachers, she said

“The reason we have so much
national recognition is that the
faculty has written and received
s0 many grants for our programs,”
Gleason said
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Through rain and cold, Donald Scobie protlects a mock-up set of
| the David Letterman show from the rain on Sunday. Scobie is with
| the CBS college touwr, which will be open from 10 a.m. o 4 p.m. on

Morday

The College of Education has
also dey eloped a new under
graduate curriculum for special
education that will give students
mare hands-on experience in that
arva

“This is pretty unique. Not
many universities have this kind
of a program,” Cleason said

Hawthome Elementary School
in Sweet Home hired Wherry
belore she graduated. and she has
been teaching there for the past
tWO years

She was given the teascher of

on the EMU South Lawn

E— e U |

the year award her first year there
for her ability to collaborate with
the other teachers and for her cre
stive teaching

Wherry said she beliaves the
special education program at the
University is excellent because
of the hands-on teaching expe-
rnence given to graduate students

“The program is geared toward
real life experiences,” she said
“The experience is really prac-
tical and the course work is
applicable.”
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EMU Ballroom

$5/6.00 UO students
$6/7.00 General Public
(Tickets subject to service charge.)

Tickets available at EMU,
Face The Music, Green Noise,
CD World, Record Garden,
and House of Records.

Sponsored by Walton Complex President’s Council




