By Los Zacrek
Froatrce Reporse:

Clarissa is a band formed from the ashes of the
mostly unknown yet brilliant band Snatches of
Pink, who produced the critically acclaimed
acoustic album, Bent with Prey

With their new album, Silver, Clarissa uses more
electric guitars, but the music remains fairly soft
and mellow. Silver is along the lines of dark. folk.
tinged rock with high intensity, somewhere in the
soundscape of Mark Lanegan, REM and Cowboy
Junkies

This is definitely music for a rainy Sunday
moming: it's full of
melancholy, sadness and
a goneral feeling of loss
and emptiness

What is amazing on
this album is the amount
of emotion and power of

sliver

the songs carried by the
Clanssa soft voice of the guitarist
- **** and singer, Michaol Rank

Sometimes Rank just
whispers, making him
sound desperate and isolated, just barely reach
ing out to the listener

The songs have a crisp foel to them. The combi-
nation of the friendly voice, gently strummed gui
tars, bass and drums sound familiar and pleasant,
yet the music is original in its own way. Clarissa
doesn’t break any new ground in the spectrum of
rock music, they just create intense and beautiful
SONgs

The record starts off with “For You,” a catchy
ballad that rolls along nicely and sets the mood for
the album

“High Horses” is one of the best tracks on the
album, a pretty yet depressing melody accompa
nied by a violin, which contributes to the emo
tional content of the sound. In the middle of the
song, the music quiets down and Rank is just
whispering before a rocking guitar solo comes in

It's these kinds of interesting changes and emo
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Clarissa’s latest release, ‘Siiver,’ includes drastic
instrumaental and emotional shifts that add variety

tional swings that make Silver so succesaful
“Sall Away” is the kind of catchy, folk-tnged
rock song that would make Michael Stipe proud
“Charms” recalls the band’s more acoustic side
but in spite of the lack of volume and drums
Clarissa pulls off a great tune
“Bandits” ia the most rocking number on the
album, and while it's & good song on Its own, it
seoms oul of place on this record. But it's a plus
that the band isn't afraid to try different sounds
and change styles a bit
The album ends with “Strange Places,” a perfect
closing track that includes bongo drums and some
noat vocal harmonies that makes Clarissa sound a
bit like the 90's version of Crosby, Stills and Nash
What is impressive on this album s that every
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A iz & Taco Loco

“The Latino Store Con Sabor”
Now serving breakfast, hinch & dinner
Salvadorean & Mexican food

, "Simply The ([Jest” \

Open 7 days a week

764 Blair Bivd. » Eugene » 683-5531
“Check Us Out!®

ttt[ ?tlr

SP ng g&ng

Eve r,!‘mg You J

EXCL l-_'.LY

VIDEQS » TU\D GIFTS
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| know what you're
thisking. What does a fish know,
right? Well, | may not know much, but | do keep
my sars opea. Like just the other day. | overheard a
coupla of students tathiag. Found out that Appie Is effering
Incrodibly low campus prices on Macintosh computers. Fosnd
out that a Mac' is » really sasy way to get sp and rensing on
the Internet. | sven found out that mere students are
using 2 Mac t» share ideas on the interne! than say
other computer. Boy, what | wosid give to ot
out of this stupid castie and

start surfing the Net.

For s ingrmaton el w on By indreeed of KD Sl it apple comy' ‘

e-mail: mpp@oregon *

Buy a Mac before you pack.

Microcomputer Support Center
202 Computing Center + 346-4402 + Monday-Friday 9am - Spm

http://mpp.uoregon.edu
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