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Pacific-10 Conference Championships on April 25.
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Oregon’s only senior looks
to cap off successful career

B TENNIS: One-time MVP Elise
Adams has had 1o battle through
injunNes in her years at Oregon

By Ryan Frank
Fromarye Spovm et

For someone known by her teammatos as
the “grandma”™ of the team, senlor Elise
Adams, 22, has had a good run while at
Oregon

In 1993, as a freshman, Adams set an
Oregon women's tennis single-season
record with 25 singles wins, and. along
with Sara Willens, she won 19 doubles
maltches to place her second on the single
soason duulhln win list, In 1994 Adams
toamod with Krissy Barger to record 16
doubles wins

"It was exciting to have the work pay
off.” Adams sald. “It's fun setting records
as & freshman and sophomaore.

Adams’ performance In 1004 sarned her
the team’s Most Valuable Player award

“As a sophomore, getting the MVFP was
my most important accomplishment
Adams said. “It's something that the coach
and the players elect you for and that
makes it special

But after Adams' MVP yoar her career
took a downtum. After the Ducks’ fall sea
son in 1994
sullered a hamstring injury that she still

Adams’ junior year she

has not fully recovered from. In the entire
1969405 season Adams was able 1o com
pete in only two singles matches and nine
doubles matches

"I was out pretty much all last year
Adams sald. 1 was looking forward to a
full year this year, but the pulled hamstring
has held me back and It has been kind of
tough. It has been frustrating and mentally
1'\.1“01;1.;”;;; to get back into the mode of
competition .

Head coach Wade Judy was impreased
with Adams ability to n.l!‘.;:i\ be able t
cotn perle again

"Hamstring injuries are strange.” Judy
sald. “You can do all the right things and
then something will happen and the whole
process will have to start over again. It hap
pened thres times where she was injured
again. It's tough to bounce back from that
In fact, that she is playing is a test of per
saverance. | don't think it has been sasy for
her, but her attitude has been good .~

In her final season, Adams has been
unable to retain the level of play that she
reached in her first two years and has had
mixed fealings about being the lone senior

It had its ups and downs,” Adams sald

It is fun to be at that age and set examples

because | have been at their age before. |

didn’t really feel like a senlor wa all

soom like we are the same age. But it was

hard also not to have someone going
through the same things as me "

Oregon had  its  last
home match of the season
last weook against Eastorn
Washington, but unfortu
nately for Adams, she
was out for the second
straight match because of
tliness. Despite missing
the last home match of her career, Adams
will still have fond memories

Our last home match was really neat,”
Adama sald. “The team recognized me and
gave me [lowers. It was an emotional
moment

After Adams graduatoes this spring she
looks forward 1o a career outside of tennis
but she won't lorget about her carver at
Uhregon any time soon

I want to do something in sales for a
couple of years and then go back and got
Adams said. “Hut i
will be a lot harder than | thought to not
have tennis in my life and not be around

my graduate degree

the girls so much

“I've had some fun years with the coach
and the team and all the traveling and play
ing,” Adams sald. "It will be hard not to
have it in mvy life. | I |i[A\. for fun, but I'H

miss the competition

Adams’ carvor will come to an end at
noxt weok's Pacific-10 Conference individ
uaal ¢ fl-\i!\l': uluLi;l- in Ofal, Callf. and she is
looking to finish out the vear on a good
note

It Is fun to go down there because we
have always had nothing to lose and every
thing to gain,” said Adams of the season
ending tournament. *1 just want to play my
best tennis and have a « inlpln of real gni-ll
matches. | think we should do real wall

If Adamas is able to finish the season on a
high note, it would be a nice touch on an
unfortunate final two seasons

Ducks put seven-game win streak on the Ime in Portiand

B SOFTBALL: Oregon travels to Portland State
10 take on the Vikings today belfore returning
home for a doubleheader

By Chris Hansen
Sty Reporey

The Oregon softball team will look to extend its seven
game win streak and prime up for a tough weekend
against two Pacific- 10 Conference foes when it travels to
Portland today to take on the Portland State Vikings in
a non-confesence doubleheader

Oregon (1917 overall, 5-5 in the Pac-10) has won 11 of
its last 13 games and Is above the 500 win mark for the
first time all season. Portland State is currently a formi
dable 32-15 in the NCAA Division Il mnks. Viking pitch
er Heth Stidham is the team’s top hurler with a 16-7
record, 1.31 ERA and 53 strikeocuts. Stidham is sched
uled to start one of the games this afternoon

Earlier this season, Portland State split a twin bill with
Puget Sound, who the Ducks swept Lun'hls last week
end. Offensively the Vikings are led by Renee Rahal, who
is hitting .412 on the season with 35 hits

The Ducks’ seven-game win streak is a direct result of
.lummalmg pitching and timely hitting

omore pitcher Patrina Martinez (5-2, 3.08 ERA)

and gmhmnn pitcher Jennie Cook (9-8, 2.46 ERA), who
are 3-0 and 4-0 respectively during the streak, have sach

recorded a shutout while limiting opponents to an aver-
age of 1.5 runs per game

Oregon's offense, on the other hand, has outscored its
opponents 40-11 while averaging almost six runs a game
Senlor Kathy Stahl (432 average, five home runs and 33
RBI), junior Angle LeRoy (.425 average, 48 hits and 25
runs scored), sophomore Missy Koke (342 average, 38
hits and 19 walks) and senior Lisa Preston (333 average,
12 doubles and 30 RBI) lead the Ducks’ explosive lineup

On Monday, LeRoy was named the
Pac-10 player of the week after collect
ing 13 hits, including three doubles,
five runs and five RBI last weok. It was
the first time since the 1994 season that
a Duck received the award

After Sunday’s doublehsader sweep
of No, 20 Arizona State, Head Coach
Tami Brown spoke of intangibles taking shape on her
tsam since the start of the win streak

“Now (winning| is just a matter of belief.” said Brown
“What they put together today was through confidence,
and confidence will take them a long way.”

The Ducks will nead to pad that confidesce in Port
land because No. 12 California and Stanford come to
Eugene this weekend for the start of a series of five con
secutive doubleheaders against Pac-10 teams, including
No. 3 UCLA and No. 2 Washington
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The Ducks and first baseman Maegan Christie (left) look 1o

put out the Portland State Vikings and increase their win-
ning streak loday.
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