
UO employees mourn Taylor’s death 
■ nuwun: rnenos ana coi leagues 
gattvered m Johnson Mall where Taylor 
worked, for the memorial service 
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"Huffr Haag Tayk* 
Stxtng t<m 
A «wt ma canog fnma M or ttjvmg km&wm 
The wool* on a plaque arcompanytrig a memo 

Hal ire# to b# plant#*! In Taylor'* honor reflet t an 
unforgettable woman who fives on in ih# m#mo- 
de* of friend* and rolleagu#*. *aid those who 
attended her memorial service Thursday afternoon 
in Johnson Hall, 

Taylor was *hot to death in her home on Augus- 
ta Street a week ago Wednesday 

Taylor worked in Johnson Hall in the office of 
academic affairs 

"Ruth wa* thoughtful, kind and generous." said 
1-vnn Buffing, who worked with Taylor 

Buffing wa* emotional a* she shared stories of 
Taylor'* act* of kindness toward herself and other 
co-worker* She told the crowd of mourner* how 
Taylor made blouse* for her friends at Christmas 
time and of the genuina concern she showed for 
her colleagues 

"I am devastated by the loss of a friend and da- 
tar. and I share these memories today as a celebra 
tion of her life." Buffing said "She live* on in our 
hearts, in our memory and in her spirit 

"Ruth’* essence has truly touched me. and I feel 
honored and blessed to have known her Sh# 
leaves a legacy of compassion, love and inner 
strength, and i for one am inspired to carry on 

Carry Kissier. senior vie# provod for academic 
affairs, spoke of the impact of Taylor's deaths on 
his life 

“Thai bullet tore her flesh, and it just kepi on 
going." he said in a voice strained with anger “It 
dug a canyon in my soul, and I think fit) dug a 

canyon in all of our souls. 
"Somebody took advantage of that kindness and 

that sweet innocence that w* all remember 
Taylor was deeply religious and would have fur 

given her killer because of her kind heart and her 
Christian beliefs. Kissier said. 

She earned her Master* in counseling from 
Northwest Christian College last summer She ran 
a private practice as a marriage and family theta 
pist in addition to her pari lime gib in the provost's 
office as a t assistant for academic affair* 

Taylor began working for the Oregon State Sys- 
tem of Higher Education at Oregun State Univer- 
sity in 1980 Sho transferred to the University in 
1983 and began work in the provost's office in 
1988 

Her kindness and generosity inspired those who 
knew her. Kissier said 

"Each of u* will have to reach down a little 
deeper in ourselves to find something that Ruth 
gave us and then pass it on to somebody else." 
Kissier said “In that way Ruth still live* in our 
hearts, in our memories ... In the love and taring of 
others " 

0*n Haag. brother of Ruth Taytor. ere 
McArthur at the memorial tor T ay tor. 

Husband suspected j 
in Taylor^ murder 
By Brian Womack 
Comrrwry toper** 

The husband of Ruth Melody Taylor, who was : 

j fatally shot last week. is now a suspect in the 
i police investigation of her murder, said Sgt Kick j 
! Giiliam. 

Mn haal Ray Taylor. 41. was the only person j 
in the house at 1M0 Augusta St when his wife 5 
was murdered. Gilliam said. No w it nesses were 

outside the house 
| The suspect phoned Kugene police al ') 13 j 
j p m on Aprtl J to report that lie had found his 
[ wife's body in the bathroom of his home 

tlx>ugh Taylor is a suspect in the murder rase. | j he has not been arrested 
Wo re still working lo build a strong case to j 

i make anp arrest.“ Gilliam said. “It's too prema i 

j tuns right now 
* 

Ruth Taylor. 41, worked part-time as a man \ 
I agement assistant lot the senior vice provost of ! 

academic affairs, Gerald Kessler She also main i 
Mined a private practice as a counselor 

"I hope they soon get whoever did this so jus- 
tice is done. Klssier said 

Gilliam said he does nut know when the invee j 
ligation will close but hope* that it is soon 
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