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Clinton signs historic, controversial line-item veto legislation 
■ Sill: The President 
promises to cut the tat 
from Washington's budget 

WASHINGTON |AP) — In a 

dramatic «bift of purs* tfring 
power, President t 3 Inton signed 
a linn ti»m veto bill sought by 
president* tinea Ulyam S Oani 
Ha promt tad unprecedented 
scrutiny of "the darkest comart 
of tha fndaral budget ** 

But opponents accused Con- 
gress of turmutaring a pm tout 
place of it« constitutional pre 
rogative to tpand the people's 
wamey Federal ernpiovm tnime 

dialely filed a court challenge 
Tipping bis bat to Republican 

and Democratic predecessors, 
Clinton kept four pens used in 
Tuesday's signing and ditpalihni 
them to former Presidents Rea* 
gan. Ford. Carter and Bush ail 
of whom bad pleaded for the 
tamer to stash spec ific provisions 
from spending bills 

"Their successor* will be able 
to use this power that they long 
sought to eliminate waste from 

the federal budget-'* Mid Clinton, 
who wool bn aide to uw the line 
item veto unless re elected 

The bipartisan Mil will be • (Is 
tuf* in the presidential election 
with CUaton end Senate Ms tor 

My lewder Bob Dole both claim 
inn owdlt “B will help put Wash 
ington on • port free diet." Dole 
Mid Tuesday 

Clinton who seldom used the 
line-item veto at Arkansas gov- 
ernor. noted (hat 43 of the 
nation's SO governor* can carve 

away at budget bilk. 'They have 
used it well and without any 
upsetting ol the constitutional 
framework. Clinton said. 

Under the new lew. president* 
can sign spending bills and — 

within five day* — cancel spe- 
cific items, including appnipria 
lions, narrowly targeted tas 
breaks uoverlqg 100 or fewer pan 
pie and new or expanded enti- 
tlements 

It does away with a require 
went, in place sine* the nation's 
founding, that a president must 

Approve or regal legislation in it* 
entirety 

Their sucre turn mil he able to use this ptm'er that they long 
sought to eliminate waste fnm the federal budget 

— BUI Clinton 
PwaJBrt 

However, Cnngrec* cl ill gw* 
tb* b*t word on (pending A Un* 
Item wo am be overridden by • 
iwt. third* vote c*f both Houma of 
Gnngrwec 

Tb* bill, part of the GOf* "Coo 
tine! With Amur**." peaaed Con- 
grew amIIv de»pite • rich hido- 
ry of failure Congret* ha* 
|ealou*lv guarded He • pending 
power*, turning both more then 
200 attempt* in the law 120 veer* 
to give president* a line-item 
veto 

Rep Marge Kotikema R-N J., 
*aid the bill will prompt "more 

partisan bickering, legulative 
horce trading and even more 

pork barrel tpen ding'' 
She noted that a line item veto 

am be curtained with the euppart 

of (ust 34 senators "in the real 
world of WuhiBglon politics, 
this gives the president • new 

tool to punish and reward law 
maker* by threatening to line 
item veto spending in their dis- 
tricts.'* Knu kerne said 

Federal judges are com emed 
the courts would have no 
recourse if the president vetoes 
their budget The judge* say that 
would improperly weaken the 
)udiciary't standing among the 
federal government's three 
branches 

And a federal employees union 

•aid it team "a hostile president** 
will veto pay raises for bureau- 
crats Tha National Treasury 
Employees’ Union filed suit in 
U S District Court, calling the 

taw "a device «h*i rabvMii ih* 
( Vnutihiltim'i separation of pen* 

Clinton Mid Cnngre**' power 
to override tin* item veto** will 
protect against • pmldcni «bu> 
log the new tool Prwident* al*o 
will be wary of the public: *cniti- 
nv that romw with the iaauanca 
of a veto, he Mid 

Seated at hit desk (tanked by 
NU tuppurien. Clinton Mid. "For 
year*, president* of both parties have pounded this vary desk In 
frustration at having to sign net 

eatary iegitlalion that contain* 
spesiallnterest boondoggle*. tan 

loophole* and pure pork " 
Ronald Reagan made the mim 

cate more than 10 year* ago. 
Pleading for a line item veto, he 
•aid. Them I'll make the cut*: I’ll 
take the responsibility — and the 
heat... and I’ll «n|oy It” 

Clinton ha* long supported the 
measure But a* Arkansas' gov* 
ernor. ha u*ad a line-item veto 

|u*t nine lime* in 10 years — a 

period in which about 2,500 
spending bill* crossed hi* desk 

Georgia attorney general tells universities to abandon affirmative action 
■ uioihimina i iuii: Hoceni court 
dectstoos have also ruled that 
race should not alter standards 

ATLANTA (Al'J — In ihe wake of 
recant fade**! court ruling* limiting afflr 
•nelive action, Georgie* attorney general 
ha» dim ted the data univanity tyaiam to 
ahandon admimon policie* that give 
preference to minoritiaa 

In an unaoikrited letter Monday to Uni 
vanity Sytfem Chancellor Stephen 
Portih. Attorney (enteral MU haul Bower* 
*aid each (tale collage and unlvanily 
•hould eliminate policie* that ute »epa 
rate tUndard* fur minoritiaa 

"The ineMage i*. If you um race lo 

<1 "termilie who U admitted lo Georgia 
institutes of higher learning you needto 
imrim them," said Rawer* an Tuesday 

Uni vanity system officials wen unsure 
how many of the stele'* 34 college* and 
universities use race in deciding among 
applicants. Then an 206,000 students in 
the system 

Poiich Mid in a statement that on* of 
the mission* of the university system is lo 
main public college* as accessible as pos- 
sible to minorities 

We an committed lo providing a level 
playing field aimed st ensuring that *11 
Georgia students ran coma to our colleges 
and universities with an equal opportu- 
nity to succeed," he said 

Rowers. « Republican who has been 

mentioned *» i poulbl* gubernatorial 
candidate to ItHMl, said he wit prompt' 
ed to writ# the letter by court ruling* 
declaring affirmative action unconctitu- 
tionat 

The rootl recant came on March 18, 
whan a federal appeal* court »tmcl down 
the Univartity of Taxas law School'* 
affirmative action admit*ion* plan. say- 
ing tt discriminate* again*! non minority 
applicant*. 

In that ruling, the 5th Circuit U S. 
Court of Appeal* *aid affirmative action 
plan* are (unified only In vary narrow 
circumstances a* a remedy for pa*t dis- 
crimination 

Bower* alao cited a Supreme Court rul- 
ing last June that impound significant lim- 

It* on affirmative action. The court mind 
5-4 in a Colorado case that the federal 
government is bound by strict standard* 
in offering special help to minorities 
seeking remedies against discrimination. 

Although the court did not address 
education, the new standard was not lim- 
ited only to programs involving contract 
set-asides or hiring quotas. The court 

appeared to be abandoning aspects of its 
last two maior affirmative-action hold- 
ings. both of which were victories for 
civil rights advocates 

Last year, at the urging of California 
Gov Fete Wilson, the University of Cali- 
fornia Board of Regents voted to disrnan 
tie affirmative action admissions policies 
The change will take effect in!998 
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