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|ST TWO TICKETS TO PARADISE!!! 
At Michael's Futons & Frames 

CARIBBEAN CELEBRATION! 
We're Doin' the Combo Mambo down here 

X at Michael's futons & frames. 

During April Buy Any Futon Ac Frame Combo ft Receive 
ONE OF SEVERAL GREAT GIFTS FREE!* 
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LAZAR'S 

REGIONAL 
NEWS FROM THE NORTHWEST 

Explosive-filled building 
blows up; owner sought 
■ EXPLOSION The area is 

thought to be home to 

anii-govefnment activity 
MOSIKK (API — Hundred* of 

pound* of live explosive* 
remained Thursday *1 a rural 
a» tw*» wbm ihiw nplMloni 
demolished • storage shed and a 

Urge track, aaid federal agent* 
who ordered neighbor* to evac- 
uate 

Agent* are looking for the 
•had * owner, who described 
himiteif to a neighbor a* a tur 
vivolut Authoritlea didn't know 
what ihe explosive* and ammu- 

nition were intended to be used 
for 

"With whai we have already 
»«en in here, if it blew up. we 

would alt be killed." Jerry Tay- 
lor. a U S. Bureau of Alcohol. 
Tobarco and Firearm* agent, aaid 
of the remaining explosive*. 

The exploaiona, which 
occurred about 5.30 p.m, 
Wedneaday. na ked nearby hous- 
ea and sent bullet* stored in the 
►h«*d shooting into the air Shred 
ded gun pamphlet* and bomb- 
making literature rained down 
like confetti 

Various type* of explosive* 
remained on the site, said Dave 
Houck of the Portland Police 
Bureau bomb squad Debris cov- 
ered a wide area and the truck's 
cab was a charred hulk next to 
the demolished shed. 

Wasco County Sheriff Art 
Labroutte said 30 to 40 homes 
were evacuated. Federal agents 
were seeking a search warrant to 
•eart h the property, he said. 

Investigator* were seeking the 
shed * owner. Ray Hamblin of 
nearby Hood River. Mid Bob 
Palmer, a Wasco Rural Fire Pro- 
tection District assistant chief 

Neighbor Hobart Darter Mid 
Hamblin described himself as a 

survival!*! 
"He wanted his privacy and I 

respected that." Darter said 
Mo*ter. about 60 miles east of 

Portland, is near The Dalle*, the 
■sett of Wasco County The north 
central Oregon county has been 

the scene of anti government 
activity anti a report by Seattle * 

Coalition for Human Dignity, a 

group I ha! monitors anti govern 
man! activities not an tha county 
U bom* to on# of two "common 
law" courts in Oregon. 

Tha Ida* of common-law 
court* has bean embraced by 
militia* and anti-government 
groups such as tha Montana 
Fre«m»n Supporter* of thi* 
besieged Fre*m*n. for example, 
hav* said tha convening of a 
common-law grand |ury could 
and tha standoff 

Howavar, It was unknown 
whathar thare was any connec- 
lion between the explosions and 
anti-government sentiment 

Records show Hamblin has a 

stata permit good through Ian. 17. 
1997. to possess explosives, said 
Becky Daugherty, a licensing 
assistant with the state fire mar- 

shal's office 
Palmer confirmed neighbors* 

account* that Hamblin was seen 

in the area after the explosions 
but had not talked to authorities 
Hamblin did not respond to me* 

sages left on his answering 
machine 

Authorities were unsure 
whether anyone was at the shed 
whan the explosions occurred. 
Two loud blasts were followed 
by a larger explosion, said neigh 
bor Mike Roark, whose house is 
down a hill from the 900 square 
foot shed 

Exploding ammunition sound- 
ed like "popcorn going off in the 
microwave," said one firefighter 
"It went off for 40 minutes You 
could hear the pop, pop. pop, 
pop. pop," Roark said. 

Darter, whose property over- 

looks the shed, was outside and 
several hundred yards away 
when the first explosion 
occurred He said he started 
walking toward the shed and was 

knocked down by the second 
explosion He got up and was 

knocked down again by the third 
blast 

County records showed Ham 
him bought the lb-acre proper 
ty and built the shed last year 
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