
it can be a 

long, hard 
road from 
dives to 
record deals 

BY OAKLAND 
CHILDERS 
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The 
throng of 

sweaty collegians 
swarms a smoke- 
filled fraternity base- 
ment, desperately 

trying to hear and be heard 
over roaring guitars and 

pounding drums. 
An especially tipsy 

party-goer strays from the 

keg and stumbles toward 
the makeshift stage at the 
rear of the tiny room. 

Through the haze, a famil- 
iar face materializes, then 
another, “Is that R.K.M.?" 
asks the plastered partier in 

disbelief. 

Not Idcrlt But had thu hapjvrtrd 
IS vrart ago in \ihrm. Ga, the ter- 

nano would tound lew tikr a beet 
addlrd lantaiy and n»*r blue a kggv 
rrvnfirxiKHi id an average weekend 

From plating tbe put a pattern 
and abandoned chute bee til Aihent 
to molding ihe uaptn of American 
cntlegr nick. R F M mitoduced a 

genie all lit own 

The i)uaitrt Michael Snpe. 
Mike Millt. Petri Ruck and Ritl 
Ram — moo had an rttablnhed Ian 
bur growing riponemulH ,K,i ,d itt 

own bai k van! R F M hevame no* 

tail the ptoioiepKai college band 
but i be ranbikk by which all aftet u 

would lie meaiutcil 
( "liege utwni air to ihe muue 

mdutlrv whai mirtoi league learnt 

ate to ptohcoimal baiebaJI I bere 
no guarantee lhai any hand will 
raite the eyebrow of tome major 
label Moot and icoir a 10 record 
deal, but it t alwayi a potiibtliiy 
lhai krrjo the already vtbtanl nil 

gente teeming with tralout 
vuung mwuccatu mutuum hop 
mg to become tbe neei R F M 

Paying your du«« 
Today, college bandi terkmg 

mote than an occauuiul gig at iFie 
local bat of tret bttuie thocild take 
note — tbe path to itaidom ti a 

long one 

I ice ye-att of bud ttenei ate wart 

mg to pay off lot the New jettcy 
band Ftom Good Hornet Ft trod* 

• ho |tf» up together in Spall*. 
N ) ih* hand ret end* trlraod in 

mayor label debut, (>frm I'f tkt Sky 
'll **• haul hnaiHuiH.* up the 

hand * hum man, Todd Sh**tl*r *1 
Imd hr three nran in a pia»> with 
no hr *an and no hifthm But a 

faithful following nl Inal fani madr 
thr yean hrhrr m mird ihral muah 
raori on thr group 'Wr it al»av» 
had lam going m oh milage ment 

and appreciating *hat «r do.* 
Nhrarfrr un 1 hoar people hrpr in 

going I think in a *n the* hind ut 
we n lihr the* turt reded. too 

* 

The mo* hnuui |tm .Vtanhn** 
Bund (.ante (torn iimilat beginning* 
*Vt e nih every gig him tlthuianir 
panic* HI Iratrtnnan.* luhiuu Band 
I tfwlr* cay* id ihr hand • rath dare 
‘'it pan played all the time Along 
thr era*, you path up a trer extra laro 

* 

In a little more than lout year*, 

the band ha* gone from playing U 
nl Virginia panic* m C harionmiUe 
to getting heavy plav on both ml 

Wgr rad*, and M IV 
But weini hai done little to 

change the live* of thr (Uic 
Matthew* Band ta<« a lew thou 
land nee* Ian* ''The mam thing I 
*r* » |UM the toad and the uigc.* 
11cede* up *lt * uni Mur the uagrt 
have prim bigger 

Thr band mi* teem to have 
Come flocn nowhere but findr* *• 

.|u*h to dope) that not mm* 'It » no* 

like *rr ;uu made an aitnirti and got 
on MTV,* he »y*. *W# mete pha* 

mg lux] ail mw the plate hx htui 

yean Mun MTV at an* «»f that 
Muff uim «J>>ng 

Many paths to 
stardom 

to ihe top it itnuttt 4 

Lahottouc ptmew Hx mlkyc tumli 
But nut 4 giocipe hallow the t epical 
formula playing live »twr»i tn 

Uti ilno hM nun before noting 
the »l..iv (ltd tut the imml indue 
tn, 4 tnatoe tatxf rettwding iMttluti 

The l>vc.»h Blue. It>endi hum 
then middle echoed ilip tn Met 
they. Ft plittj lt*e thi>»> only 
4»«et tigntng tuth 4 (Mttatt and 
cutting their htyt muni 

'It mini until *t (ontninl 4 

nuiuyft 4huut yetting 4 kumI deal 
that we noted placing out. cocalut 
l>a*td Vheiael un *Mh*n we hnt 
gut the hand tugethrt we played tn 

each udet IwmcMt Ihete «-» no 

plate n> play tn < rtxtal IVwavhwtt 
But 41 the hand > iwnuim grew 

to did the UK ol the irnuti It 

played 
'Me ituw do ptupet OMKtltt. 

where (xupi* cuene to ice the bund, 
and they ate tamtUar wxh the mum. 

whereat before we etmdd lx willing 
into the I tony den,* Vhcltel un 

%«i could lx piaytng M people who 
iiwid 1 ate irw that ecu t» up there 
who amt I mtetewed tn itwr tnuut It 
man hr a tmthir ximnphrtT 

Buffalo Tom. out of Amher*t, 
Mam. hate followed a mote uadi 

non*! hmI |o ttaum IW Kind gut 
together while attending the U uf 
Mtnuhuwtti and anawt leg in pin 
mg at Inti hat* -and at the whutd 
l He Buffalo lum following gtew 
gradual!* » wlmmatmg in then 
opening (tot lave late aummer 

Fruttfwl gnrdono 
Amhettr >« one id man. college 

town*. like Athene In that went to 

Kited talented aunauiu Hindi like 
t Itnoraut |i and dWuh ate iun 
two id the all making fug »aired 

from meagei hegmningt there 
Burlington. Vt. Home to the V 

of Vermont and hippie tot ken 
Phuh. it another town civ mg tu at id 
itt name to that tut 

There are a lot td great Hand* 
hete.* uti Paul )afle id Pure Pup 
Ret nidi a mutt* (tore taler mg tu 

the Wkal talent T»t hern to a hu id 

plater in the country, and there n 

mote talent here 
Rut ii each college hand maket 

tt hig. anuiher it left wondering 
when u» turn will tome 

A lot of the Hindi that »« t« 

known over the veatt and hate heen 
Inendt wiih ire now tkvng .ert well. 
caw from (mod Homer' Shealfer 
'People m our hand tee that, am! tt 

creatct a hit td pterruie li t like, 
look at them What due ins’ 

UuMt-M f *•«*■». « a uytii'wee as i<» V 
tf / Viotao s va r«a tngwr tf rwu /agr 
Wav id tarda Mm 

THey 
Came From 
Neptune 

I_ 


