Twenty-four years later,
gender equity remains

a mystery
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AWS AND RULES, THEY'RE MEANT TO ENSURE ORDER,

cvility and fairness in society. Without them, we

would have chaos. And then there'’s Tide IX

fed

cral law requinng gender equity in education, With

it has come chaos

What is gender equity? How does the government

dehne it? Does it or can it really exist? And how is it to

be achieved? These are the questions at the heart of the

lide IX debate as it applies to gender equity in college

athletics. Almost a quarter century after the law's incep

ton, many people think these questions are no closer to
being answered than they were in 1972

Mcanwhile, the majority of college athletic depart

ments still are not in comphance with Tite IX. The

situation has improved since an enforcement crack-
down by the U.S. Department of Education’s Office

for Civil Rights began four years ago, but the problems

remain far from solved

Addition by
subtraction
Dave Taylor 4 prepaning his U
of Wyoming baseball team
climinated 1o achieve gender equiry
for s final season. "It's revense
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Lays,
adding that Tutle IX s becoming
akin
to the affirmarnive-action debare
“Men's sports are getting slighted
by Tide IX."

T'o comply with Tide IX, athlet
w departments must demonstrarte
onec of the following: proportionali
ty in participstion and funding for
male and female athletes, a history
ol increaning opportunities lor
temale athletes or an accommoda
von of the interests and abilities of
the underrepresented gender

Maost wchools have chosen the
hrwt route to satidfy Tide IX pro
portonality, But it's often hard, if
not impostible, 1o add opportunitic
tor women without climinating
them for men Shrinking budgets
pust don't allow it

One popular method of achiey

ing gender equity is to eliminate

the divisive isue of POt

“non-tevenue” sports for men
teams that cost more to operate
than they bring into their athlen
deparument such as swimming,
wrestling or, at the | of
Wyoming, baschall

That money then can be used 10
fund new women's teams or o
fund existing women's teams st a
higher level

Todd Bell, sssistant direcror of
commumnications for the Amencan
Football Coaches Association, sav
oo much emphasis has been put on
the proportionality aspect of that
test. “lt's a numbers game, and it's
the easiest one to prove,” he san
“Title IX was implemented 10
ensure faimness, and it's kind of get
tung away from that ”

Wes Brashet, a sendor on the U
of Wyoming baschall team, wy he
undentands the importance of Tide
IX and that budgen play a major
rale in decision making. But he
thinks administraton should find
better ways to achieve gender equity

"1 feel really bad for the guys
who have 1o find somewhere else
to play next year,” Brasher says. “1
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think f [adminntrators] want to
make things equal, they should
add sporta for women instead of

penaliing men "

Male, female
and football?

The fact that there s no “com
panion I‘hlﬂ- for women ﬂuhh:h‘
the parucipation and funding levels
of foothall 15 a1 the root of the Tide
IX debuare

In the proporionality equation,
foothall
mum of 8% scholarship players.

which allows for a2 max

must be offset by appronsmately five
women s teams of 17 full-scholar
I!'.ii' l'hl‘f" rl.}l Thlf mecans on
the surtace, that 2 school with & full
foothall squad mus olffer five more
sports lor women thay for men 10
.\hﬂl’ nfl\\sfl fl]uli\

Bur the AFCA has o biological
oews Hash bor us There are scrually
'h[f" Ffl!!‘rll ‘}‘I( (1] "\f f‘,"“llk
behund s dlasm that foothall should
be grven special calculsuon prive
leges, if not complete exemption
from the equation

Gnd

spot, along with men’s baskethall

cosches claim thar 1||('Il

brings more revenue into college
.thr!l- Jrirar!n!cnu lhsﬂ any
other sport, men s or women's. Ax
many schools, a porton of that
moncy 1 used to tund the “non
revenue ICams

AFCA members ask why they
thould be penalised with reduced
scholarnhip numben and smaller
head counts while they already are
doing their part for Title IX by
underwriting other teamas

"We've been scoused of wanting
to exempt football,” Bell says
“We're just asking that they use a
litthe bit more fairness in applying
Tide IX.°

But fair is fair, says Donna Lop
ano, executive director of the
Women's Sports Foundation. She
says football is 3 men's sport and
should be treated as any other
men's sport. "~ Football asking for
special relief under Tide IX s a ot
like IBM asking for an anti-trus
cxempuion,  she says

It can be done

While most athlevic depart
ments are not in compliance with
lidde IX, Saanford U, is often recog-
nized as the example to follow. The
Cardinal sports program offers 16
eams for men, 16 for women and
one coed squad

Stanford officials say they've
tackied the football problem by
awarding more scholarships to

female athlctes on “non-revenue”
teams than for men playing the
same sport. For example, the Stan
ford women's tennis team might
receive Bive full grano-in-ad, while
the men's tennn team might have
(Stanford U
would not release specific scholar
ship numbery.)

And Ihlnu‘h
fundraising and revenue genera
von, Stanford has managed to add
women » teama without climinat

only one oftficials

increased

ing men's squads

The road ahead

The Deparment of Education's
Ofhce for Civil Rights w0 in charge
of endorcang Tide IX and has drawn
much crmiciem for thar enforce
Ihe OCR has been accused
of tailing to offer viable chowes 1o
athletic departments, placing oo

ment

much emphzus on the pPropormon
ality option and discounting
sttemps by schools w achieve equi
ty via the rwo othert teana

The concerns of varous whools
several men's athlet OIRANIALONS

and other comstituencses have mnow

balled into a call for the OCR o
danfy its position on Tide IX com
pliance. Those groups would like
the OCR to recognize ctlorts to
achieve equity in a less quantitative
mannecr. Meanwhile, nothing has
changed or been clarihed

The debate in the interpretation
of Title I1X appears to slice right
across Amenca and all the way to
the nation’s capital. In fact, Title
IX's fate could become an issue in
thus fall's elections

U.S. Rep. J. Dennis Hastert
(R-111.), in an essay titled “The
Unintended Effects of Tide IX.”
encourages athletes to contact Con
gress members concerning negative
aspects of the law. "First, we need
people 1o understand that eliminat
ing programas for men s not the way
to comply with Tide IX," Hastent
writes. "It does not help women
and i unfairly punishes young men
who want 10 paricipate.”

Rotert Mamber and ( arvve Husbown nai
enly lap wamed 1w wriie tho aery. bui
cemid dlie win mect mapor Landem pol!
towrnaments oy’

Title LX: s It the answer to gender equity?




