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Militia leader says Freemen should 
surrender to face established courts 
■ SOVEREIGNTY: Some key 
figures tn the militia 
movement hope to avoid 
another Waco incident 

IORDAN. Mom (API — The 
Freemen, holed up on an isolat- 
ed farm wham they claim to 
have (hair own legal system, 
should surrandar and fata an 
established court, a leader of 
another militant group said Sun- 
day 

Other* urged that outsider* 
stay away and not get involved 
in the standoff between federal 
authorities and the Freemen, 
barricaded on a wheal farm on 
the snow-covered prairie of eest ■ 

central Montana 
More than 100 FBI agent* 

have been keeping watc h on the 
Freemen s compound to miles 
outside Iordan, since two lead- 
er* of the group were arrested on 

Match 23 
A third member of the group 

surrendered Saturday. Authori- 
ties won t say how many people 
are still at the farm, but 14 of 
them are believed to be wanted 
on various state and federal 
charges 

Neighbors said the Freemen 
Have built bunkers and openly 
stockpiled food, fuel and 
weapon* — possibly including 
military armaments 

FBI agents have twice stopped 
a pair of sympathisers trying to 
reac h the form 

".Stay home, and let the nego- 
tiators and the people on the site 
handle (hi* problem, so we 

don't have a Waco or a Ruby 
Ridge.** fohn Parsons of the Tri- 
State Militia of South Dakota 
•aid Sunday 

The key thing here is that we 

need a pesceful solution to this 
problem They need to come out 
and fac e their forum in a court 
of law and state their problems 
in a court of law under a system 
that is just.** Parsons said on 
ABCs ffu* Week With David 
Brinkley 

The Freemen deny Ih* legill* 
m»« \ <d ih* guvernmenf Mem 
bars cel) their compound. • 

cluster of houses end other 
buildings on • 9M>-ari* wheat 
farm, "Justus Township" and 
insist they have their own laws 
and their own court*. 

The Wmhtngkm f*mt reported 
Sunday that the FBI w as consid- 
ering an offer from while sepa 
mtist Randy Weaver, whose wife 
and son were killed hy federal 
agent* In 1992 in a shootout at 

Ruby Ridge. Idaho, to mediate 
an end to the standoff 

Weaver and outside militia 
groups should stay home and let 
officials hem try to resolve the 
situation peacefully, said Sen 
Mas Baucus, I) Mont 

People like Weaver tend to 
t mate division and "probably 
are going to create more prob- 
lems than they are going to 
solve," Baucus said on CBS'* 
Face the Nation 

"If anyone from another state 
wishes to come visit Montana, 
they'd better do it without their 
gun*," John Trochmann. 
founder of the Militia of Mon- 
tana. said on ABC "We don't 
need help from other states We 
would tike to see a peaceful set- 
tlement to this 

A more militant militia leader, 
Norman Olson of the Michigan 
Militia. Mid on Fat e the Nation 
that he plans to come to Mon- 
tana to assess the situation. He 
said hi* group also intends to 

organize a convoy to bring food 
and tuber basic necessities to tin* 
Freemen compound. 

And the Idaho-based Freemen 
Patriot* of the Northwest 
announced plans to stage a 
demonstration at Lewistown, 
Mont, 120 mites went of Jordan, 
to protest the federal govern- 
ment s actions in (krfield Coun- 
ty 

"If we have enough number*, 
we could prevent another Waco 
from happening through peace- 
ful resistance said Edward 
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LeStage. spokesman for the 
group based in Kamiah. Idaho. 
LeStage said his group is not 
ton netted to the Freemen out- 
side Jordan and does not neces- 

sarily share their views 
In 1003. the FBI launched a 

tear gas assault on the Branch 
Davidian compound near Waco. 
Texas, after a 51-day standoff. 
Cult leader David Koresh and 80 
followers died in a fire that the 
government says the sect mem- 
tiers set. 

The standoff in Montana start- 
ed with the arrests of LeRoy 
Schweitzer and Daniel Peterson 
Jr Schweitzer was transferred 
Saturday from a jail at Billings 
to a federal prison medical cen- 
ter in Missouri because he had 
been on a hunger strike. He 
resumed eating and drinking 
after the transfer. U S. Attorney 
Sherry School Matteucci said. 

Also on Saturday, another 
member of the Freemen. Richard 
E. Clark, turned himself in to 
FBI agents at a friend's home 
near Crass Range in central 
Montana No court appearance 
had been scheduled; Jailers said 
he refused to he fingerprinted or 

photographed and would not 

speak 
Schweitzer and Peterson are 

charged with threatening public officials and millions of dollars 
worth of bank, financial and 
mall fraud. 
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HEADQUARTERS 
••We carry all Jelly Belly Flavors** 

• ’Including ih» or*. oppurc tno .red blood? no. fU-on ru .. 

Wide Selection of Great Gift Items: 
• C.dt Botco ol Hoowraad* ( bxolwt 
• I upbotu uulllc* 
• •*«*** lire thocuUlt* Ac who. iprcul.t* tondic* 
• (bn MX) iliflrrrm tudm 
Located in 5th Street Market 

[ April 15™ to the Gateway Mall 
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