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Family says ‘Philadelphia’ was ripoff of lawyer’s life story 
■ LAWSUIT: The plaintiffs claim the 

Oscar-winning film was taken from 
Geoffrey Bowers' life 

NEW YORK (API Relatives of a 
lawyer who wm fired after contracting 
AIDS will try to prove to a jury this week 
that hia story was stolen by the creators of 
the movie Philadelphia 

Trial is set to begin Tuesday in U S 
District Court on a StO million lawsuit 
filed by the family of Geoffrey Francis 
Bowers 

Philadelphia won an Oscar in HUM for 
actor Tom Hanks for his portrayal of 
lawyer Andrew Beckett, a fictional char 

deter fighting hi* dismissal from « law 
firm baeau*# of AIDS 

Uke tha movie character. Bower* 
worked for a mafur law firm and w*» 

fired in 198ft after worker* noticed that he 
lied disfiguring facial lea ton* of k«(»nt » 

sarcoma. an AtDS related cancer 

Bower* died in 1987 at age 33. shortly 
after testifying against the New York law 
firm of Baker A Mr kenrie in his own law 
mit claiming that he wa» discriminated 
against because he had AIDS The state 
Human rights board later ordered Baker A 
Mi Kenxie to pay SS00.000 for discrimi- 
nating against Bower* 

lawyers for TriStar Picture* Inc Sony 
Picture* Entertainment Ini and indivttf 

Ual* w ho pleved lev role* in the movie « 

development concede In court peper* 
that two emotional movie *c»ne* were 

inspired by Bower*' atm 

They were a courtroom scene in whic h 
Beckett open* hi* shirt to display hi* 
lesion*, and on# in which Bec kett * moth 
«t encourage* hi* fight. *avtng "I didn't 
raise my kids to ait in the bac k of the 
bus/* 

However, the lawyer* maintain boih 
moment* were described in published 
stories that were in the public domain 

Bower*' family, from Medford. Mat* 
♦aid in their lawsuit that they had negoti 
ated to have a movie made about hi* 
struggle but were left out after telling 

•heir *tnry to Scott Rudtn, a defendant 
and on* of the producer* of Philadelphia 

Defendant Ron Nyswaner, who wrote 
the movie'* script. *aid In a court docu 
ment that Rudtn approached him in l'm« 
about writing a ** reenpla* bated on the 
Rower* *torv 

He *aid Rudin gave him a copy of an 
article about Rower* but never told him 
anything he had learned from hb disc u» 
*icm* with the Rower* family 

Nytwaner taid he did e*ten*ive 
rewen h, and talked to people diagnosed 
with AIDS And he noted that at the time, 
one of hi* own nephew* was dying of 
AlliS. a* wa* a c lose friend of the movie’* 
director, lonaihan Demme 

Long-time ‘Late Show’ 
producer moving on 
■ LETTERMAN: The move 
was an amicable one 

says Robert Morion 

NEW YORK (API — A long 
time co-executive producer of 
"Lata Show with David Letter- 
man'' was abruptly dropped from the program this weekend 
in the latest change in the come 
dians behind the camera staff 

Rotted Modon. who has 
worked with letterman since 
the early 1980s. will now pro- 
duce a new comedy. The High 
Life, for Ijetterman's production 
company. Worldwide Pant* 

Modon. a familiar face to tart- 
Ittrnuw viewers far hdef, but fre- 
quent appearances on the show 
when Letterman introduces 
"our producer Robed Bob Mody 
Modon." said he will not he on 

the air anymore 
Modon said he was told of the 

move by Letterman late Friday 
The producer said there was 

nothing unseemly behind the 
unusual weekend announce- 
ment or other recent staff move* 

on IjM» Show. 
"I don't think anybody's act- 

ing malicious here." Modon 
said "I'm personally very 
pleased with this shift and I'm 
very encouraged by what we can 

achieve in the future '* 

The change come* a# Letter- 
man prepare* to return from 
vacation March 25 with a new 
set. including a different desk 
and chair* 

The Irate Show has slipped in 
the rating* since July, falling 
behind NBC’s Tonight Show 
with Jay tamo Recently, teller 
man has begun to catch up 

Morton wilt lie replaced as 

executive producer by Rob Bur 
nett, the show’s top writer Mor- 
ton will also produce another 
comedy. The Bonnie Hunt 
Show, and will have an expand- 
ed role with the Letterman com- 

pany. 
Recently. Letterman’* long 

time director. Hal Gurnee, and 
his announcer. Bill Wendell, 
retired Staff member* said 
Gurnee had wanted to retire for 
some time hut stayed on to 
smooth the transition when Let 
tertnan moved from NBC to CBS 
in August 1993 

The show also recently lost 
one of two segment producer*. 
Daniel Kelli son. The other exes 

utjve producer. Peter Lassallv. 
recently took an expanded role 
with l etterman. taking charge of 
The Late Late Show with Tom 
Snyder, another Worldwide 
Pant* production 

Museum of Cartoon Art opens 
■ COMICS: Mort Walker founded the museum tn 1974. 
Charles Schulz donated $1 million to the project 

BOCA RATON, Fla (API — Good gnef Charlie Brown * new home 
opened Sunday, and hi* comic-page neighbor* were all there, too: 
from Dick Tracy. Mickey Mouse and Prince Valiant to Calvin and 
Hobbes 

The International Museum of Cartoon Art house* 100.000 work* 
by more than 1.000 artists The SIS milium museum wsi conceived 
after the displays outgrew cramped quarter*, first In Greenwich. 
Conn., then in Rye Brook. NY 

Its dedication Friday night drew the kings of American comic* — 

Peanut* creator Charles SchuU. who donated Si million to the muse- 
um. Fred Caswell [Snuffy Smith). |im Devi* [(Airfield). Mort Walker 
I Beetle Bailey) and other* 

Walker, also the creator of Hi and Uu*. founded the museum in 
1074 

"People ail over the world see cartoon* every day." Walker said 
"Cartoon* cause us all to laugh and think, grow and change, and 
there are few forms of art in the world that have this impact 

The collection* span over 200 year* of cartoon art There is an 1807 
watemdor of America’s first newspaper comic strip. The Yellow Kid. 
by Richard Outcaull. And there are cartoon* by Ben Franklin and 
Paul Revere that helped inspire the American Revolution 

There are also 1.000 hours of animation art. original c»U. story 
boards and sketch** of the Road Runner. Bug* Bunny. Yogi Boar, 
Donald Duck and Goofy, aiming other* on display. The story board* 
include Walt Disney’s Plane Cmsy from H»28, featuring the first 
drawings of Mickey and Minnie Mouse 

The cartoons also include exhibits from Russia. Israel. England, 
(span. Argentina. Nigeria. Norway, the Philippine*. Australia and 37 
other countries 
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