
Indonesia kills innocents; ‘ODE’ prints stream of drivel 

The 
Ememttf* editorial 

policy of publishing 
genocide cover ups is 
»n cnu iting turn 

approach to journalistic balance 
I'm lemptad to write * letter 

to the ODE declaring Hitler a 
hem and the Holocaust a cheap bid far sympathy It would look 
good alongside vwir typical 
editorial. With theme* like "US 
military underfunded on pm 
pared and "Raising minimum 
wsge hurts the poor" (?) 

It would also he an excellent 
follow-up to Ahmed Faude (ami's 
letter about Indonesia * human 
rights record (OPK Fefc m 

GaaiHNmfofar> style editorials 
are bad enough, but It is 
astounding that the EmeraUi 
would choose to print a letter 
like this on* I apprec iate that 
latter* to the editor should rep 
resent a diversity of perspec 
live*, but there are some stan- 
dard* of journalistic decency 
that preclude absurd and per 
verse claims such as Ganii. 

Gani disputes the claim that 
Suharto's regime mercilessly 
suppresses dissidents and tabor 
In fact there can he no dispute 

The ktuhinafutnal idem nor. 
Human Right* Watch. UN (tom 

and even the Et tme 
mitrt have dr* mounted a huge 
array of human rights abuse* 

Protesters and labor urgent* 
ere «re fired from their jobs, 
beaten, tortured and killed 
(isnl chums that Indonesia is a 

■democracy* with regular aim 
Mon* Forget that the same per 
**»n gets elected each tune For 
get that Suharto was placed in 
power by a military coup 

later in his letter, (ami rebus 
to Indonesia's "king record of 
government stability The 
mainstream madia might con 

aider that democracy In the real 
world il's called a dictatorship 

rural'* double speak w ould 
make the Pentagon proud He 
brags about Indonesia's "highly 
productive laborers" — a coda- 
word lor slaves that work 16 
hours a day far 50 rant* or las* 
He admit* that there Have been 
"tone inadequate policies in 
the proem* rtf Indonesia's devel- 
opment” — an interesting way 
to describe the murder of more 

than a million people tn Indone- 
sia's invasion of Fast Timor 

This invasion, widely regard 
mi at the mmi horrendous 
v sample of genocide since iha 
Ikdocaust. was descr ibed by 
(be U S Stale Department at 

“web timing Indonesia berk 
into the bee world * 

No bm» a humanitarian than 
ftnunv Carter authorised huge 
weapons shijwnent* to indoramt* 
knowing they would he uml to 
esterminato civilian* Tbesiaugh 
tea of East Timtweee continues to 
this day aided hv President (3in 
ton's shipments of F lb fighters 
•mwI other military supplies 

The U S State Department 
has known since the early '80s 
that East Timorese children are 

routinely kidnapped by inter 
national slave dealer*, told into 
sweatshop slavery or operated 
on to tamove vital organs for 
medical research in the Untied 
Stales and Europe 

•Again, these are fac t* — 

gruesome and true Despite the 
mainstream media « censorship 
of U S --backed atrocities, the 

Information >» available to any- 
one willing to pul in a tiny 
amount of lime and energy 

It ia ean to ignore theae (m l* 
bec ause If S corporation* »u« h 
as Nike have a huge interest in 

maintaining government sta 

hiltty” in Indonesia The 'pro- 
ductive laborer*' in Nike'* 
tndorwaian plants make the 
company million* every year 

The facts are easy to ignore as 

our own university negotiates a 

multimiUioft-dollar contract 
with Nik* for athletic: wear 

Will w* Ignore reality, or will 
we confront the corporate bines 
creating misery for millions' 

The shoddy and dull minded 
fauntallmn that charartertMw the 
htnemhi is its own prerogative 
When it receive* $129,000 worth 
of students' money, however. It 
has an oblkgstiuu to serve the 
common standards he human 
drsem y The endless stream of 
rear turnery drivel that parade* 
across its pages is inaccurate and 
dumb If* time ha the Emerald 
to get its act together. 

fame* fafindon is o worker fat the 
Student Insurgent 

‘Emerald’ misrepresents Solar Information Center 

My 
reac tion to the art trie on the 

Solar Information On ter 
Feb. 27) warn a mixture of 
humor and horror 

Seldom have I read such a misrepresent* 
Hon of the truth Many of the elements list- 
ed in the article were removed from their 
contexts, and tangent* of Interval exhibited 
by the interviewer were prevented with lit- 
tle or no relation to actual SJC activities 

Others were simply wrong, man urate 
and misleading. What follows is an attempt 
to clarify the truth, make sense of the infor- 
mation put forth tn the article, and illumi- 
nate the actual purpose of the SKI 

The SKI is a student run. interdiscipli- 
nary group affiliated with the arc hitec ture, 

physics and environmental studies depart 
manta. Its focus is the integration of ecolo- 
gy. renewable energy and sustainable tech- 
nology into the built environment The SKI 
welcomes involvement from all student 
discipline* a* welt as community members 
and is not just a sec ular group of arc hltec 
turn and physics students alone 

The SKI doe* undertake numerous 
research projects each year These are stu- 
dent initiated Inquiries, often shared in our 

quarterly publication Sofar tru idrnt* As feu 
“human feral matter," however, no one at 

the center has taken It ujwrn him or herself 
to research that *ub)et t m depth So hold 
vour wheelbarrows the SKI is not seeking 
donations of new composting material’ 

In the article I was quoted a* saying that 
the "SKI is working on developing new 
ways to use renewable resources sueh ss 

mud. sand and rubber .* First, mud and 
sand am mu renewable resources They are. 

instead, ecologically sound materials Sec- 
ond. the rubber in this case referred l« the 
use of recycled tires in underground con- 
struction Tire* are primarily made of oil 
byproducts and are thus not renewable 

"lohi" is a nonsense word "Cob," the 
intended word, is a building material matte 
from sand, mud and straw Although devel- 
oped and used traditionally in the 11 ruled 
Kingdom, it has more recently been adopt- 
ed in Oregon and elsewhere 

It is true that the SKI has a modest budget 
compared to other University organs** 
turns We are not. however, unable to corn 

pensate our staff or "any other people who 
work for us." We are co-funded by the 
Eugene Water and Electric Hoard as well as 

llw ASUO In addition to other outside 
grants and cosponsorship 

Thu allow s u* to compensate lecturers 
and other visiting professional* for their 
lime while providing free events for the 
University and surrounding community 

A# fcif mu staff, the Student Senate 

approved our special request this peat fall, 
allowing us to more property fund the two 
work study and two director pool (km* that 
form the core of our staff 

Finally, tin* title of the ankle — "Solar 
<kntei seeks larger research far titty*’ — is 
misleading The SKI submitter) a proposal to the University's request for f kintal Con 
strut lions Pnqecls this past fall The pro- 
posal was hosed on a desire to implement 
sustainable building technology on e mod 
•si scale at the University in the form of a 

demonstration building Although the pro 
posed building might indeed host the SK 
and other groups one day. that remains a 

secondary issue Our primary inierwst is in 
helping the University apply sound is ologv 
and sustainable prat lues in their future 
building prop*:!* 

Thank you for setting the record straight 

\httthrw .Si* eft is the co director of the StUar 
Information fknfer 
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-1996 Elections- 
Deadlines: 

Cl# mandatory ballot measure meeting March 5 

voter's guide statements due March 8 

Our candidate filing March 8 

lflf ■ mandatory candidate meeting March 13 
¥¥CI# ballot measure filing April 3 

Site: http://gladstone.uoregon.edu/ asuoelec/ 

Poll booth workers needed! 
Contact the Elections Board 
Suite 4, EMU, 346-0611, 
asuoelec@gladstone 


