1742 Willamette
12-6 Tue-S5at » J44-24%4

Serving outstanding
vegetarnan cuisine,
tantalizing desserts,

a select wine list

& the best beers of the

facific Northwest

For inlormation & reservations

465.4754

291 E. 5th Ave.
(s o ' S Pobile Murker)

Twesday - Saturday
Lunch #1130 . 2:00
Dwner » 530 -9:00

Whataevaer you do...

THIS IS AN URGENT CALL FOR HELP!

TO0
KEGS!

Steclhead Brewery & Cafe always your friend in
need, your safe port in any storm, needs your help
in reducing the aumber of kegs in our brewery.
Drop what your doing, pick up the phone and call
686-2719 and reserve a keg now
before it's too late.

Keg $89-$99°
Pony Keg $55-$60

Notice the new logo?

The Gin Bicssoms will perform in the EMU Baliroom March 3 at 7:30 p.m. Student discounts are offered.

Gin Blossoms release lacks creativity

By Les Zaczek
fmeisn w Fegrvrier

There is something familiar
something very friendly and
sotnething comforting about Gin
Blossoms’ second album, Con
gratulations, I'm Sorry

Somehow the loosely rocking
melodies, the pretty harmonies
and the vocals create a blanket
of sound that envelops one like
s Sunday afternoon in the park

Take the first hit, “Follow
You Down.” It's the parfect kind
of pop song that glides along so
smoothly, you don’t fesl the
bumps of the road

The guitars and harmonica
propel a nice mid-tempo verse
that leads to an ultra-catchy cho
rus. For those who have not
hoard the band, their sound lies
somew here betweon the
Replacements and the more pol
ished ballads of the Goo Goo
Dolls

What is lacking here is the
element of surprise, challenge
and excitement. After listening
to half the album, the songs
almost blend together into one
glant stew of pop hooks

The polished production
takes out the looss and sloppy
energy that the Replacements
had in their sound and kills ony
altempt al experimentation

By the end of the album, there
is a feeling that the songs are
contrived and too well thought
out

While there is nothing wrong

with the CD REVIEW

melodic
pop sound
the band

Gin Blossoms
ﬂ\".}:-;ﬁil.‘h I'm

does not STy
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come up ***

with any

new ideas. All of the guitar
solos, Intros and the arrange
ments of instruments are very
clichéd

The same goes for the lyrics
Ihe tales of love, loss and con
fusion lack a clever touch that
would put a new light on these
subjects

Day Job.” is the kind of
archetypal loser rock-star tale,

| should have been a whole
iot further/ I'm never going back
to college/] just work a day job.”
There is, of course, the song
about being lost and looking to
the prant

My Car,” which includes the
lyrics, “1I'm driving past my old
school/I'm looking for my pack
of cigarettes/I'm thinking back
on things I've done/] can’t forget
the stupid ones ... what's that
sound, what's that song, what's
that street I'm driving on.”

It's not bad, but it defines no
new lerritory.

There are some high points on
the album that rescue it from its
general mediocrity.

The chorus of “As Long as It
Matters” sounds like » fast ver-
sion of ELO minus the synthe-
sizers. “Perfectly Stll” s

another one of those superb pop
songs that could easily become
an MTV hits.

“Whitewash™ has a nice, rock-
ing guitar lead and actually has
some clever lyrics: “... wash
away my weokend
shadow/come on sweel amnesia
you're needed here tonight.”

Unfortunately, as a whole,
Congratulations, I'm Sorry is
just too contrived and unorigi
nal to become a greal album,
which is really too bad, because
this band is capable of produc
ing some good material.

This record would work bhest
as a soundtrack to My So Caolled
Life or Beverly Hills 80210
because of it's high school
sound and polished catchiness

i you liked the previous Gin
Blossoms album or the Goo Goo
Dolls’ latest release, you'll prob
ably enjoy this one. Otherwise,
go ahead and pass on it, because
there are more important things
to spend 15 bu::tn on — like
food, doing laundry and books
for next term.

The Gin Blossoms will per
form with dead Hot Workshop
and The Refreshments March 3
at 7:30 p.m. in the EMU Ball-
room. Tickets are $15 for Uni-
versity students and $17 for the
general public

Call 346-4376 for more infor-
mation.

It might be worth checking
them oul, since bands like these
usually sound much better live.
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% % The UO School of Music’s Vanguard Series presents

Fear No Music

¥ The Northwest's most-recognized 20th
century ensemble performs Schoenberg's
Pierrot Lunaire. one of the pivotal works of
the early 20th century. Also on the program:
Zykius by Stockhausen: selected songs by
Kurt Weill: and a new work by Northwest
composer Ciro Scofto. Free lecture by

* Fear No Music on March | at 4 p.m.

Saturday March2 8 p.m., Beall Concert Hall

$7 Gen.Admission, $4 Students & Seniors: avallable at the door
Sporsored In part by gronts from the Oregon Humaoanities Center
mmittee 1or Musicol Arts




