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The Rating

Game

With or without fudge? Are we tals
ing choosing a college or ice cream7 |
the race to cour! students, somse
administrators say their only choice v
to fudge on information they submit i
the dozens ol college guides currentty
on the market

The Wall Street Journai reporied
that 100 of 1,366 schools fixed data o
ranking in US. Mews and World
Reporf's survey spinof!, America's e«
Colleges

For example, Boston U. officials
admit they exclude the verbal SAT
scores of about 350 international stu
dents. Kevin Carfton, Boston U consu
tant and director of media relations
says ignoring these scores is an
attempt 10 present mearingtul data foc
the readers.

But the ranking isn't done for the
reader's benefit, he says. “It's done as
& commercial venture for the sole pur
pose of sefling a product *

Robert Morse, director of research
for America’'s Best Colleges. agroes
that the business of ranking colleges
US News is to maks money. “People
must decide If there is benefit,” he
says. “We happen o think thers is. "~

New College of the U. of South Fior
da, which rated No. | in Money Mags
zing's 1954 rankings,
submitting inaccurate data tor that
guide New College officials admit the
bufted the average for years by elirm
nating the bottom 6 percent of scores
says James Feeney, the cadege's dire
tor of special project development

Feeney says Mew College no long-
alters data, bul he says universities
acruss the country lace the same
problem

“Some are struggling to get a posi
tion n rankings that will give them
pood publicity * he says

Wade Gilley pressdent of Marshal
U, W.Va, questions the validity of col
lege surveys

“There is plenty of room in the rank
ngs o manipulate data,” Gilley says.

Marshail officials have admitied o
feeding inconsisten! data to college
surveys in the past Officials there ok
Barron's college guide 47 percent of
MU students scored above 21 on the
ACT but toid Peterson's college guide
36 percent scored above 21.

Morse says schools that cheat &>
lower the validity of the survey becau -
US News doesn't use the inaccursle
infarmation to rank schools Subme
34003 are reviewed by a growp of
admissions and financial aid officers
and then by experts on academic dals
al major institutions.

“The information submitted [by o
versiies) is fundamentaily correct.” e
says. “A very small percentage of the
data i ncomplete ™

Hmmm. In a class, that'd eam you 3
big fat “1* or even an “F* — not No. |
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