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i Men’s B-ball: UCLA will test Ducks 
■ Continued tram Pmgm 13 

Leading the Troian* an 
Crouaw with 17 point*, who tal 
lied a double double by adding 
12 rebound* Boeeman wa* able 
to wore 10 point* tn the 20 min 
ute* he played, but lone* could 
only mutter two. 

tt w*t an important game for 
the Duck* a* the win brought 
therr record to IS’ 12 overall and 
evened up their Pac ific -10 Con 
ference record at i ll Oregon 
fare* UCLA on Saturday In It* 
final home game of the mmmm. a 

game that could determine 
whether or not the Duck* make 
it to poataeeaon play The Bruin* 

have tom* to Mr Arthur Court 
the past two year* and tort. to 

they will be hungrv fat revenge 
But the Dudi know this and are 

ready to continue their horn# 
win stmsk against UCLA 

"If* a good win," Wilkin* 
said "We need something to 

carry us tnto the IXXA gome It 
is natter now to prepare far the 
IXXA game then It would have 
been if we bad loot 

Th* Bruin* are coming of! a 

squeaker up in Corvallis They 
lost to Duke lest weekend end 
barely beat the Beaver* by a 
score of mi m 

IXU-A will not be bringing the 

Mtnr team that won the NCAA 
title hot year. but Chariot tTBan 
rum. Tdby Retie*. Cameron Dol- 
lar and J R Meadereon are «flll 
with the team that wu Iwaten at 
Mn kkkilk k* k**k 

Kearney: Waters makes the right choice 
■ Continued from P*&» 13 
on * last second goal line stand that wa* a pretty 
dumb question — end I will be the first to admit 
It. But Waters quickly answered my question, 
and then some. when be saw I wa* trying unsuc 
t*** fully lo wipe the egg of! my far* 

After the football season wa* over and the foot 
ball team wa* handed to Uelte*. where Water* bed 
played tor IJ years with the Cowboys. I der ided it 
wa* time to do a feature on this man who had 
done so much lo better an already great defense 

Of course, being a student and a journalist and, 
mew! of all. a procrastinator. I left every thing 
until the last minute Water* had gone on • 

recruiting trip. and. I thought, **> had my story 
But a couple of nights before deadline. I go! a 

call from Waters, someone I never thought I 
would he talking to from my living room He wa* 

Mill out of town, he told me. and wouldn't be 
able lo set aside time tor an interview. 

But Water* had some free lima right then and 
there to talk to me about Oregon, the team * Crip 
to tb* Cotton Bowl and hi* return to Dalle* So I 
did my interview over the phone, while Water* 
was in a hotel room somewhat* and I was in 
hoot of my TV. 

Me told me that the NFL was In hi* past for 
now and that coming to Oregon “was the right 
thing form**) tht* stag* in my career* 

Itavmg heard the madia’* whisper* and ntkk- 
ar* about the coach. I had heard Oregon was a 
one year ctop tor Waters, that Water* wa* just 
taking a temporary break bom the NFL. 

Bui that (imply wasn't true From that ooavar- 
*etion. I cam* to understand that Oregon wasn't 
fuel a fly-by-night stop for him Water* wasn't sit- 
ting around, waiting lo go hark to the NFL; he 

had lived In an NFl, city, and he had lived the 
NKt lifestyle He had been there, done that Now 
we* the time to spend some quality time 

The publication «late for my article waa Dec. 5. 
IBB# — the day of the Emerald'* Cotton Bowl 
supplement That meant that Dec 4 was the day I 
frantically ran around the office putting the final 
touches on the newspaper 

It was also the day Charlie Waters' son Cody 
died. 

I held that story There wasn't any meson to fee 
turn Waters football accomplishments that day, 
Because on that day, he wasn't Charlie Waters the 
former NFI. great turned charismatic Oregon 
coach On that heart-breaking day, he waa a griev- 
ing father spending time with his grieving family. 

In this day and age. sports figures am put on a 
pedestal — the fans and media only think about 
■o-andso the player, not so-and-so the person. It 
goes with the territory. I guess, but if* unfortu- 
nate that it takes a tragedy for people, including 
me. to realize that these personalities are people 
first, sports figures second. 

Waters' departure from the Oregon football team 
la really unfortunate, but the coach did the best 
thing for Charlie Waters the person, and for the 
Waters family, arid that is only to be commended 

Today. 1 am still a nervous, aspiring sports 
reporter who occasionally ask* a really dumb 
quasi ion. but I no longer tee Waters as just this 
incredible defensive bark who has seen the glum 
our and glory of the highest level of football 

1 aw a father, a husband and a person that did 
the beat thing for his family. 
Davor Kearney, a junior majoring In journalism. it 
tha sports editor for tha Emerald 

Decks face Marqeotte 
today at Wlllew Creek 

Oregon's man's Iannis team 
will play its second home match 
tn a* many wanks today whan 
Marquette cornea to Eugene Tha 
Ducks {»•«) were scheduled to 

play on campus st 2 p m., but 
due to the weather they will 
plsy si the Willow Creek Rac- 
quet Club at 7 p m Today's 
match will be Oregon’s third 
and final home match of the 
winter season 

For the women’* team, Friday 
will be a busy day Tha Ducks 
will play two dual matches in 
Moraga. Calif. on Friday, along 
with one each on Saturday and 
Sunday On Frtday. Oregon will 

_ 

take on Cat Poly Pomona at 0 
am and Sa* rumen to State at 3 

K» than Cal Poly San Luta 
iapo on Saturday and St 

Mary's on Sunday. All four 
matches will be played at St 
Mary's 

—- flyon Frank 

Ltadoff Clastic marks 
tad of fotirMy play 

Oregon concludes its tourna- 
ment play thu weekend when it 
heads to Columbus. Ga, to play 

in ths NSCA Leaded Classic 
The Leadoff Classic ia consul 

•rad to ba the premier softball 
tournament of the season and 
feat urea 24 of the top programs 
in the country Including (allow 
Pacific-10 Conference schools. 
Washington and California 

Twantv of tha participating 
taama advanced to the NCAA 
tournament in 1095 Throe of 
the team* playing this weekend 
— Princeton. UNLV and South- 
western Louisiana Stata — 

advanced to leal year's Women's 
College World Seriaa. 

Oregon (S-6) begins play this 
morning when It faces Hawaii 
110-3) for the third lima in a 
week. 

— Chiu Nansen 
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