Gretzky leaves for St. Louis; Kings

B HOCKEY: After weeks of rumors and
speculation, the Great One heads East

ST. LOUILS (AP) — Wayne Gretzky, the greatest hock-
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“Fm emotionally drained,” Gretzky said al a new con-
l-unuinlun.?b“l‘m ted 1o bo
Los Angeles but I'm excited to play in St Louls. .. It's
always tough when you move. Nobody likes 10 make
changes. Sometimes it's timing.”

To get the most prolific scorer in NHL history and
hockey icon whose name is synonymous with the X
the Blues gave the Kings three you phm—m
Johnson, Patrice Tardif and Roman Vopat — plus their

No. 1 draft pick in 1997 draft and a fifth-round pick this
yoar.

“This Is a terrific day for the St. Louis Blues fran-
chise,” Blues president Jack Quinn sald. ““There were
some moments that weren 't . but we're all good
friends. and things turned out the right way.

The 35-year-old superstar said he expects to sign with
the Blues in two to three weeks.

"It wasn't & financial issue,” he said. “Finances never
really ware & factor.”

Grotzky can become a free agent after this season, and
the Kl.nrdrhhd losing him without compensation if
they failed to sign him. He said it “could conceivably
happen” that he plays out the season with the Blues,
then signs elsewhere

“1 think it’s been !oqh on everyone,” Gretzky said
“It's been very unfair for all of us. | think everyone is

relioved.

Mmmmmmdhnm.m-
tract 10 Gretzky.

“He went away and discussed it with his family and
lot us know late this afternoon he preferred not to remain
with the Kings,” Sanderman said.

The contract would have covered the rest of Gretzky's
phyiwyl and then he would have moved into a
senior -office job.

Gretzky, wearing a dark suit, was relaxed and upbeat
as he announced his trade at an airport hotel. His
demeanor was far different from the time he was last
traded. Gretzky was reduced to sobs when dealt from
Edmonton to Los Angeles in 1088,

Word of the trade initially came while Kings general

Sam McMaster and Sanderman were meeting

into the evening at the Forum in Inglewood, Calif.
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