
Gretzky leaves for St. Louis; Kings sing the Blues 
■ HOCKEY: After weeks of rumors and 
speculation, the Great One heads East 

JET IXMHJ* (API — Wayne Gretzky. the greatest bad' 
ay player of hi* general ton. ha* a new addra** St Unit* 

Gretzky, who tailed to win a Stanley (hip in Lot Ange- 
la*. wa* traded to the St Loui* Blue* on Tuesday night, 
ending week* of nun or and «peculation about hi* future 

I ra emotionally drained." Gretzky Mid at a new con 
femm e In law Angela* Tro diaappointed to be tawving 
In* Angela* but I’m earned to play in St Lout* It * 
always tough whan you move Nobody like* to make 
change* Sometime* if* )u*t timing 

'* 

To get the mml prolific « met In NHl. history and a 

hockey icon whose name I* synonymous with the sport, the Blue* gave the King* three young player* — Craig 
lohiMon. Patrice Tardif and Roman Vopat — pin* their 

No I draft pick in !W? draft and a fifth round pick Ihu 
year 

“Thi* it a terrific day few the Si U»u‘.» Blue* fran- 
chlM," Blue* pratidant lack Quinn taid "Thera were 
•on* momenta that wwwi pleasant. but we'rt all good 
friend*, and thing* turned out the right way 

The JV year-old tuparetar taid ha aspect* to tign with 
tha Blue* in two to three weak* 

It warn ! a finer* lal latuo." ha taid Finanta* nev er 

raaily were a factor 
Gturxky can baccate a free agent after thi* teuton. and 

the King* ritked toting him without compantaiton it 
they failed to tign him M# taid it “could coocaivably 
happen" that he play* oul tha taaaoa with tha Bluet, 
than tign* elsewhere 

"I think if* been tough on everyone," Grvliky taid 
****** bean vary unfair for all of u* I think everyone it 

relieved/' 
King* governor Bob Sendetman said he made e con 

inert offer to Gretzky, 
"He wenl awav end disctrteed it with hi* (entity end 

lei tre know Ule tht* throne he preferred nol to rente in 
with the King*." Sandarman said 

The contract would have covered the reel of (.rwtriv* 
playing day* and then he would have moved into a 
senior front-office fob 

Gretzky, wearing e dark suit, was relaxed and upbeat 
a* he announced hi* trade at an airport hotel HI* 
demeanor wa* (at different from the time he wa» last 
I reded Gretzky wa* reduced to *ob* when dealt from 
Edmonton to Loe Angela* in 1MB 

Word of the trad* Initially came while King* general 
manager Sam McMaitvr and Sandarman were meeting 
into the evening at the Forum in Inglewood Calif 
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