
Americans don’t waffle 
over chances to gather 
■ OUR OPINION: America 
comes together over 

diverse celebrations 

If you have an unexplain- 
able desire for pancake* 
today, don't panic: You're 
probably )u*t suffering from 
residual aftereffects of a 

recent seven-day celebra- 
tion. 

In case you missed it. lost 
week was National Pancake 
Week — a noble tribute to 
one of America's favorite 
breakfast foods Yep. Short- 
stack lovers from Bangor, 
Maine to Astoria. On*. had 
National Pancake bay (on 
Fob. 20) to flip those floppy 
flapjacks out of the frying 
jwn and into their mouth* 

The peculiar week is one 

example out of many, from 
the whimsical to the seri- 
ous. dial the U S finds itself 
celebrating throughout the 
year. 

Hut why? 
It is one way for us to 

have some silly, harmless 
fun (or pay respect to a 

cause or parson), in spite of 
our uptight, fast paced and 
problematic society And 
maybe it's mot to get behind 
a holiday that means 

absolutely nothing in the 
overall scheme of things 

Perhaps the most impor- 
tant reason we spend any 
amount of time on these 
sometimes shallow celebra- 
tions is that, particularly 
now in a time in which our 
c minif y is fractured in a 
million different ways for 
just as many reasons, cele- 
brating anything often has 
the wonderful side effect of 
actually bringing people 
together. 

And even if we are able to 
socialize, communicate, and 
share our ex lenience* only 
for a single day. over some- 

thing perhaps as msigntfi- 

cant as a pancake, if* worth 
it. 

Pennsylvanians slam) in 
the cold, drinking hot 
chocolate and laughing 
together, to wait lor a wood- 
chuck to wiggle out of hi* 
home on Groundhog Day 
(Feb 2) to determine how 
much longer winter will be 
hanging around 

This year, the furry little 
forecaster saw hi* shadow 
and predicted several more 

weeks of winter 

February is also Black 
History Month — a time to 
remember and celebrate 
African-American contribu- 
tions to this land March is 
Women's History and Asian 
Awareness Month |ohnny 
Apptaseed Day is March 11. 

In April, Native American 
Month, we also remember 
Holocaust victims and cele- 
brate Earth Day, May gives 
us Mother's Day and Armed 
Forces Day, and June has 
Father's Day and Flag Day, 

August 13 is International 
Left-Handers Day, and 
Women's Equality Day ta 13 
days later Sent 9 is Public 
lands Day. followed by 
National Grandparents Day 
and the International Day of 
Peeca on Sept 19. 

October is loaded with 
fun stuff Leif Eriksson Day. 
National Gniuch Day, Unit- 
ed Nations Day and Dictio- 
nary Day Nov 3 is National 
Sandwich Day (peanut but- 
ter and Jelly anyone?) and 
Dec 1 is set aside in remem- 
brance- for those who suffer 
from the horrible disease. 
World AIDS Day 

These days do bring us 
closer to each other while 
giving u* a break from the 
same old same old 

Don't worry if you missed 
pancake week. Could you 
please pas*, the butter and 
syrup? 
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Eeek! Pat could be pr< 

In 
two weeks Oregon * presidential primary 

will have come and gone As a registered 
Hernia rat I will have had no say in the out 
come, but 1 will watch them with baled 

breeih fust the same 

Recently a friend of a friend said. *1 don't 
care, it doesn't affect me She was referring to 
nol onh the primary hut the election m general. 

I could be more upset with her apethy if it 
were not so easy to feel that way After all. what 
tan one college student do to a fleet the outcome 
of a national election, and why should he or she 
want to anyway? 

Fust looking at Pat Buchanan helps me shake 
off whatever apathy has managed to install itself 
within me 

Pm a man who hails ("hells" may he more Rt 
ting! as 4 conservative moderate, he ha* walked 
(he walk of the right wing extremist for at long 

(>**** Bush wu in lb* Whit# 
Home h# fwenwl Buchanan I 
can't blame him Buc hanan let 
rifted ro# while Knagan was 

president 
So, I’m at a las* Thi* on# 

man ha* caused me to prat** 
the voter* I one# referred to a* 
lunatic* 

You know, those people who 
ate convinced that it u thmr 

I 

I ! 

vote uirti puts a < annulate over the tap or stops 
a bill ft tun passing 

They leave the Last word on representation, 
taxes and social policies. Some of them am so 
convinced that they have an effect on the elec- 
tion* that they register as memlmr* of the parly 
they hale fust to screw with the primary system 

Here's thetr “logic" If they vote for the other 
party * worst candidate, that candidate will win 
the primary’ Then, that candidate will compete 
against the candidate they want to win the elec 
tion In the general election, they vote for their 
real favorite candidate Thu pull* much-needed 
support from the candidate they helped nomi- 
nate. and their real candidate wins 

This seem* a little screwy, hut 1 hope this is 
happening now After all. il could make sense 
Oregon Democrat* have no mason to vote in the 
primary 

Sint* the Republican primary first started 
picking up speed. I have supported Buchanan 
Hi* impossible flat tax thrilled me The support of prayer in schools made me dizzy with 
delight 1 couldn't d« idn which tickled my fan 
ey mom — banning alt abortions or putting a 
200 mile-long feme along the Mexican-Ameri- 
. an l(order Kt cn the . mu erti* . mum ting him 
with anti-Semitism were delicious 

Here was one roan I could count on. He made 
i! ( leaf that h- wouldn't sell out. hi* would 
t hange a more accepting democracy into a hate- 
filled anarchy. 

jsident; vote for Bob 
ffi-—-- 
Just looking at hit Buchanan helps me shake 
off whatever apathy has managed to install 
itself within me 

-- 

How could Clinton lore? 
But then it hit me 
What if Buchanan became president? 
I almost lost my lunch. How could my dream 

sour so quickly? Could my great prediction end 
with a die-hard right-winger in the White 
House? 

With the primary system as it is, Buchanan 
could be the next president. 

Oregon is a progressive stale regarding prima 
ry elections As long a* a candidate gets 10 jwtr 
cent of the popular vote he or she gets at least 
one delegate 

But it doesn't work that way everywhere 
In many states, the candidate who wins the 

state gets all of the delegates {see California's 
ttu delegate* and Ohio's «7). 

Even assuming that only 2S percent of Repub 
beans line up behind Buchanan, Bob Dole, 
lemar Alexander and Steve Forbes could split 
tiie remaining 75 percent enough to hand 
Buchanan the nomination 

What pod will that do? 
It's either four more fur CUnton/Gore. or the 

right wing takes over. 
But there * an escape from this dichotomous 

trap Vote stealers Forbes and Alexander should 
drop out of the race before it s too late 

Alexander is a great candidate, but he doesn't 
have the money or the moxie to pull off an el« 
tion of this kind With funds less than half the 
sire of Dole's, the only thing Alexander's pres 
ttnee guarantees it a split vote that will hurt the 
Republican party's chance* of seeing the White 
House on more then a tour 

If the three way race doesn't end soon, come 

November the new president will either be a 

returning Democrat or a not so-dyed in-the 
wool Republican. Either way, the moderate 
Republican majority will be the real losers 

Buchanan followers have labeled Dole a* a 

compromiser Yet. we have learned that com pro 
mise is necessary (see the government shutdown! 
and a skill that Dole should be lauded for 

Only a moderate, be he Republican or Demo* 
rat. can truly represent America and lessen the 
bipartisanship. 1 am encouraging Republican* to 
vote for Dole in the primary He may not be the 
vote® of a new generation, but he comer* ckwd 
to representing u* all, 

Kay Krauts* held, o sophomore maturing in bialo 

Jy, is a columnist for the Emerald. Eamd 
aytMgladslone uoregon. edu 


