‘Pathfinder’ presents social concerns through dance

Several choreographers
have come together to
create an expression of
social concerns

By Kristin Mihalko
Frosiance Reponier

The fragile irony of dying to
live, the solitude found in cathe
dral ruins and the celebration of
women's strength, power and
integrity are only a fow social
concerns presented through
contemporary choreography and
dance in Lane Community Col.
lege's “Pathfinder.”

The performance allows six
well-known local dance compa-
nies to bring their talents togeth-
er for an evening of dance

Visitors to the Performance
Hall at LCC can support local
talent while experiencing seven
choreographers’ insights
through a diverse array of con-
temporary dances

“Expressions of social con-
cern is the unifying theme of
this show, and each choreogra-
l:hm‘ approaches this theme in

er own unique and creative

way,” sald Mary Seereiter, the
director of “Pathfinder” and the
director of the dance program In
the LOC Performing Arts Depart-
ment

“Art can be a barometer for
what is happening in the world
today and can give insight into
the direction we're taking.” she
said

Letters of invitation were sent
to all local dance companies
that work with contemporary
dance asking the choreographers
to combine their Individual
ideas and insights with their
dance talent, Seerviter said

While guest artists have been
featured in previous LCC Per-
forming Arts performances, this
is the first time such a broad
spectrum of contemporary
works and perspectives has
been presented

The concert, which will
include more than 30 dancers
from LCC, the University and
the featured dance companies,
will present choreographed
works [:\r \ 0 Van Ummaersen
of the Rosehips Dance Co.,
Sheila San Nicholas of San
Nicholas & Co., Mary Seereiter
and Cheryl Lemmer of LCC,

Donna Briggs of the Briggs Con-
temporary Dance Co., Sherrie
Barr of the University, and guest
artist Cara Haakanson

Sherrie Barr, associate profes-
sor of dance at the University, Is
thrilled to take part in this col
labaration and was honored 10
be invited as a guest artist

Barr's plece, titled “We Soe
Ourselves.” features three uni-
vorsity students, senlor dance
majors Kristin Hapke and Amy
Dore and sophormore dance
major Angela Mattox

‘We See Ounselves’ reprosents
the intermingling of the past and
the presant to find one's sell,”
sald Barr, whose inspiration
came from the cathedral ruins
she recently visited in Wales
and Englanc

“1 want the audience to maks
discoveries and gain awareness,
but | can’t dictate what they get
out of it. They must come and
experience it for themselves, ™
she said

While the show is ailmed at
educating and entertaining the
audience, Seereiter sald the
underlying intent is to further
educate the dancers and give
them a chance to perform
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Danceability Workshop for
the first time, they usually
aren’t sure what 1o expect

“People are a little bit ner-
vous and apprehensive,” he
said, “so we provide a place
where they can ask ques-
tions, view demonstrations
and look at documents and
video ta

“People begin to relax

Alessi said

The Danceability Work-
shop is based on contact
improvisation, a dance form
in which two or more ple
move together, linked r:ua
point of contact. Differences

whaen they realize what it is,”

Danceability: Workshop facilitates communication

in range of movement shape
the dance that unfolds
between dancers, he said

“The workshop has devel
oped a whoie philosophical
approach to movemen! as
nonverbal communication
between disabled and able
bodied people.” Alessi said

“It's amazing, the depth
and quality of communica
tion that gets generated over
a couple of days.” he said
“People really love it, and
they're having fun.”

An international staff,
including blind, disabled and
able-bodied movement
artists, will teach the Dance
ability Workshop. All of the

workshop's events will be
sign interpreted and wheel
chalr accessible

The workshop, co-spon
sored by the University
Department of Dance, will
begin with an introductory
lecture from 78 p.m. at the
Hilyard Community Coenter
The actual workshop will
occur from 11 am. to 6 p.m
March 2-3 at Agate Hall

A “potluck and potpurri of
dance and music” will follow
the workshop March 2

The cost of the Danceabili
ty Workshop is based on a
sliding scale, and can vary
from $25-100. Scholarships
are available

“The ideas of the different
choreographers and companies
catapulta [the dancem) into a
whole other level.” Seereiter
sald. "The biggest driving force
behind these performances ls
that I'm a teacher and an educa
tor .

The set consists solely of the
stage. the lights and an occa
sional chair. Seerviter, who also
credits the lighting director and
costume designer for completing
the image, said the dancers are
the sets

Lighting director Jim MecCar
ty worked individually with
sach choreographer o capture
the intent and the feeling of the
prece, Seereiler sald

University alumna Sue Sur
dam Bean, the costume designer
for “Pathfinder.,” used an
ancient Chinese dying tech
nique to color the dancers’ leo
tards

“Pathfinder begins at 8 p.m. al
LOCC Performance Hall Tickets
are $6 for students and senlors
and $8 for adults and may be
purchased at the Hult Center
Ticket QOutlets Backstage
Dancewsar and at the LOC Tick
ot Office

Vonda Shepard will open for
Jackson Browre Feb 27 o the Hult
Conter

Shephard, who has sung with
Rickie Lse Jones, Jackson Browne
and Al Srmeay recenty relensd her
third album, I's Good. Fve. by Ves-
perAlley Recosds

The show will begin at 8 pm
Tickets are $20 50-828 50,
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Fight the Winter Blues

at sScalnuan.
Every Friday between 9-11:30 pm Food & beverages 9025 |

are on the House (call us for more details).

Karaoke -

We also have Karaoke featuring Japanese, Chinese,
Korean and English song titles evéry Friday and Saturday.

Comedy Night

Every Saturday from 9-11 pm with dancing afterwards.

Dancing

Dance the night away to Top 40s Music.
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7 Nights a Week
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Eugene, Or 97401

' 343-966| y

WILD DUCK

Unshakable Race

AL
e

SHOW 9 30 1M
SAT,, FEB 24 17 poOR

SOUL VACCINATION

R&B
sSoul
Funk

OO & 0 P
s b e

THUR, FEB 29 47 pOOR
lee rocker ... ..
& big blve = x>

~ i A &
{ i
- AN 1

private rooms
reasonable rates
good food
great location
new friends
fun activities

Call Ross at
J43-2674 for more
inlormation or stop
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