Business side of NFL
not all fun and games

B NFL: The marketing of
football has faced recent
probliems

By Chris Hansen
Sgpwuts bogairtes

The senior director of Nation-
al Football League Properties
spoke to a group of students and
fscully Mrmdnf"nighl ina h
presented by the Warsaw Sports
Marketing Center

Gary Jacobus spoke of Dallas
Cowboys’ owner jerry Jones, Ant
Modell {owner of the team for-
mally known as the Cleveland
Browns), franchise free agency,
and the importance they have 1o
the economics and marketing
strategios of NFL Properties, the
marketing wing of the NFL

The NFL is in the midst of a
lawsuit against Jones claiming
that he has hired sponsors that
directly conflict with the NFL's
league-wide sponsors. The NFL
works on basis that all 30 teams
split revenue from television and
sponsorship on an even scale
Jones contends that he can mar-
kot his team better than the NFL
Properties. To prove this, he has

o Lo

hired sponsors such as Pepsico,
when the league already is spon-
sored by Coca-Cola

While Jones isn't necessarily
doing anything illegal by hiring
Pepsico, Jacobus sald he is help-
ing to ambush certain league-
wide sponsorships for his per-
sonal gain, and not helping 10
beotter the league

Thaere is another conflict that
occurs when NFL Properties
attempts to ote the NFL to
a local audience when there
soems 1o be no loyalty 1o the fans
from their local NFL teams. This
is a particular problem in cities
such as Cleveland, Houston, and
most recently, Seattle

But Jacobus said that through
studies, they have found that &
large portion of a team’s fan base
is spread throughout the country.
not just in the team’s particular
town

And all though he said he
understands the economics
behind franchise miocation, he
has concerns that the owners of
NFL teams are ignoring the back.
lash that has cccurred in baseball
by disgruntled fans

Deion to sit out baseball season

B PRIMETIME: The twe-
sport star needs 10 take
an off-season o res!

IRVING, Texas (AFP) -
Delon Sanders is 1o announce
Tundn{ he is temporarily

tiing his two-spon career on

old to concentrate on being
the NFL's only two-way play-
er, a source 1old The Associat-
od Pross.

Sanders on  Monday
announced through the Dallas
Cowboys that a news confer-
ence s schoduled for noon
Tuesday at Sanders’ new club,
“Prime Time 21."" Cowboys
owner Jerry Jones and coach
Barry Switzer are 1o attend

Sanders, who doesnt have a
baseball contract, has decided
not to try latching on with a
team in time for spring train-
ing so he can spend mare time
with his wife and two chil-
dren at their new §2 million
home in north Dallas

Sanders, who made $2.5
million playing baseball last
soason, probably won't give
up the sport for good. Instead,
he'll take a yoar off 10 et his

body recover from the wear
and tear of an extended two
sport career

Sanders wanis to polish his
skills as & wide receiver by
working out with Cowboys
quarterback Troy Alkman,
who has said that Sanders
could become one of the
NFL's elite receivers with
more practics.

Sanders signed a $15 mil-
lion deal with Dallas last ses-
son, then played nine
regular-season games once the
bassball season ended

Sanders began last baseball
season with the Cincinnati
Reds, then was traded 1o the
San Francisco Glants. The
Giants allowed him to become
a baseball free agent when
they didn't offer him arbitra.
tion

Sanders’ Dallas debut was
delayed last fall because of
surgery to repair an ankle
injury sustained while playing
haseball

The Cowboys need Sanders
1o be healthy and available for
all of the upcoming football
soason because they are thin

in the cornerback position
Super Bowl MVP Larry Brown
is a free agent and unlikely to
be re-signed, Kevin Smith s
trying to recover from a torn
Achilles tendon and Clayton
Holmes was recently cut
Holmes also is still serving a
suspension for drug problems

Dallas also could use anoth-
or wide receiver. Cory Fleming
never panned out and he too
was recently cut. Kevin
Williams flourished late in the
season as a second receiver,
but he could be more of a fac
tor working out of the slot

Sanders saw limited time as
receiver this past season and
showed flashes of potential
He scored on a 21-vard reverse
in the NFC playoffs against
Philadelphia and he caught a
pass that led to Dallas’ first
score in the Super Bow!

One issue that Sanders had
to resolve before putting base-
ball on hold was his contract
with Nike. However, the shoe
company is heavily involved
with the Cowbovys, so the two
sides likely were able to cut a
deal
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