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People will 
have the 

opportunity 
to explore 
various 

Asian 
cultures at 

the Asian 
Celebration 

By lu leater 
CnsaSmce ftogx.net 

Mlp he food alone t* enough to 
■ draw anyone,* claim* Ken 
I Nagso. co-chairman of Asian 
■ Celebration 
■ (H course. (here are more 

compelling reasons to take a free Ini* 
ride lo ihe Lane County Fairground* this 
weekemi Betide* a tantalising food 
court and cooking demonstration*, the 
11th Annual Asian Celebration will fea- 
ture an exciting entertainment line up. 
unique craft* exhibit*, martial art* 
demonstration* and numerous dance 
performances 

With more than a dozen Asian cul 
tun-* represented by various media and 
demonstration*, the Celebration i* cer- 
tain to entertain, intrigue, and inspire all 
who attend 

In 1084. the founder* of the Asian Cel- 
ebration were looking for a way to spon- 
sor cultural events in the community. 
Since their humble start as a group of 
seven community members, they nave 
dune more than present Asian events lo 
the city, they have been responsible for 
exposing Ibe entire community to the 
prev tously ignored heritage of many cul- 
ture* 

For example. Eugene Taiko. a group of 
local musicians who perform a mix of 
traditional and modem Japanese musk 
on homemade drums, formed specifical- 
ly fur the Asian Celebration a few years 
ago Now. the group perform* feu several 
events, including the Japanese Folk Fes- 
tival in July 

The Asian Kite Festival, usually held 
as a precursor to Eugene Celebration in 

September, is another example of the 
kind of events that highlight Asian influ- 
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mem in the community, 
Nisgaci it proud of I he (act that through 

group* like Eugene Taiko, many second 
end third-generation Asian-American* 
tan discover and celebrate the unique 
cultural heritage of their ancestor*. He 
hopes that entertaining and Informative 
events such a* Asian Celebration will 
entourage young people of alt ethnic 
backgrounds to explore their cultural 
roots 

One of the long-range goals of the 
Asian-American Foundation, which 
sponsors the Celebration, is to eventually 
build a community ( enter for the exhihl 
lion, exploration, and facilitation of all 
ethnic cultures As part of their fund- 
raising efforts for this project, the foun- 
dation will host a silent auction at the 
Celebration 

As co-director of the Asian Pacific 
American Student Union IAPASU) on 

campus. }an Harada hopes that all who 
attend the Celebration might team a little 
more about the uniqueness of the various 
Asian culture* 
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Voluntaar* to# tha 
Asian CaMbratton 
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ration tor thaw par 
♦ormanca thta 

Students rally to rescue beer gardens j 

Outrage 
over the possible die- 

continuation of the weekly 
beer garden* in the Krb Memo 
rial Union ha* given strength 

to a movement to keep the campus 
tradition running University Mu- 

dent John Robb, who was hired at 

the beginning of this winter term to 

manage the event, is leading the 
effort. 

"Three years ago there were huge 
crowds at the beer garden." RoUi 
said At that time, the beer gardens 
entertainment was being booked by 
the Cultural Forum's regional music 
director 

Because the crowds diminished 
under the Forum * direction last 
year, the EMU Food Service 
assumed entertainment duties This 
led to the hiring of Robb 

Robb acknowledges there have 
been problems with recent manage 
rnenl of the beer gardens 

'They were lacking advertising, 
they had the heaters turned off. 
there was no decor." Robb said. "It 

for example 

wasn't what the 
KMI' food Service 
it good at," 

"Tha Food Ser ■ 

vi«» was spending 
money on the 
wrong things," 
Robb explained 
"They were spend* 
mg too much 
money on sound. 

The beer gardens am now spon- 
sored by Track Town Pizza. 
Taylor'*, China Blue Restaurant. 
Dominos Pizza and Far e The Musk 

Among the change* implemented 
io increase the appeal of the beer 
garden* t* the booking of mote pop- 
ular band* such as Higher Ground. 
Rubberneck and Preicmck's Teeth 
Student* also have the choice of 
Henry * BU< * Butte Porte? and Full 
Sail beer* on tap Non-alcoholic 
beverage* are served as well. 

The advantages of the beer garden 
include its central location on cam- 

put and student tarn to service* 
like Prefect Sate Ride and the EMU 
Km reattonal Canter The loss of the 
beer garden would be a needle** 
sat nfite because of poor manage 
men! on the part of a tew individu- 
ate and the continued interest in 
having the beer garden* on campus 

Robb laid hi* staff at the beer gar- 
den* i* dedicated to saving the 
event, even though the budget of the 
KMl Food Service ha* not allocated 
fund* to the beer garden for neat 

'If the beer garden* are making 
money, we can »ave il lt‘a inexpen- 
sive. fun and promote* campus 
unity." Robb said 

Student* should help keep a 23- 
year-old tradition alive at the Uni- 
versity and attend the revamped 
beer garden* 

If trie EMU admtnittrators allow 
the beer gardens to end. the local 
bar owners will have the last laugh 
by taking student entertainment dol- 
lars off campus. 
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