Eugene police get more help in managing infomlatlon Ioeally

W COMMUNITY: The
position's duties help the
police communicate betler
with residents and media

By Abe Estimada
Cormamrwty Hapwrter

The Eugene police depart.
maent recently hired a new pub.
lic information director, Brian
Terrett, who filled a position
formerly held by Tim Birr

Birr was the public informa.
tion director for 10 years before
loaving for a similar position last
summer in Tualatin, Terrett
knows how successful Birr was

as the police department’s lnhh

mation director and how

lar ho was with the commu utr.

Terrett said he hoped 1o

im ® upon Birr's work, and
h-P::mt to have the back-

ground 1o do it

A Colorado native, Terrett has
beon working with law enforce-
ment for 11 years and special-

izes in community affairs

“I've spent most of my career
dealing with the public,”® he

sald. “1 believe the best way 10

make decisions and the best way
to make our lives better is
through more timely informa-

ton. "~
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He has spent the last seven
yoars working for the dinlrlct
attormney in the first judicial dis-
trict, which includes s western
suburb of Denver and has a pop-
ulation of 500,000. He also has a
journalism degree from the Met-
mpollua State College in Den-

'llio background lends itself
to community policing issues
and ho made it very clear that
making information available for
the public is his number one
goal.” said Bev Mason, commu-
nity specialist

His main duties are providing
information for the media and

Health: Half
of students
use condoms

B Continued from Page 1

The Health Center also sells
condom rosas for $4. However,
Knight warned that the roses are
for novelty only, and the con
doms should not be used

Condom use is still a problem
at the University and nationwide
According to Knight, only 50 per.
cont of University students use
condoms

“They think it's a big issue for
people other than them.” Knight
added

A recent Health Center survey
suggestod that more than 70 per-
cent of the student body used
some form of contraception;
however, “condoms prevent dif
forent things.” Crown said

The peer educators predicted
that condom use would contin
ue rising among students. How-
ever, the reason for this is not
positive

“1 think as more and more of
thetr friends contract HIV, they il
use condoms because thoy'll roal
ize it can happen to them.” she
safd

“One fifth of all people with
AIDS today are in their twentios
and contracted it in thelr teens,”
she said

Dr. Gorald Fleischli, a madical
director at the Health Conter, said
he hoped condom use would be
similar to sost belt use in the
future. He explained that seat belt
use today is not & question of
trusting the driver, but an accept.
od norm

“We should make it the norm
that people would use barrier
methods or abstain so that it's not
a question of trust,” he said

the public on external and inter-
nal lssues dealing with the
police department.

The new public information
director started his job last week
— when the worst floods since
1064 drowned the state. Terrett
got off 1o a running start by pro-
viding up-to-the-minute flood
reports for a frenzied press. But
last woek's natural disaster only
improssed upon Terrett the need
to take advantage of as many

lines of communication as pos-
sible

One of his goals is 1o construct
a Web page for the police

Hﬂwwu. Torrett wants to
estabilish personal contacts with
community members, including
reprosentatives from the Univer-
sity. One of the reasons he
accepted the Eugens position

was the high level of citizen par-
ticipation with law enforcement

“1 was impressed with how
the city was serving the popula-
tion.” he said. “The involvement
by the community is impressive
It was nice to see citizens active
with city government and city
government! active with the citi
renry,”

Breweries donate profits this week
to spread HIV and AIDS education

:
!
! By Samantha Martin
! Corrrrundy Hegor e

Drink a beer for the sake of

sox oducation

To hﬁlp kick off National
! Condom Week, four area
microbreweries — Fields,
Spencer’s, High Street and
Stealhoad — Will donate a
| percentage of their profits on
a given night this week to
support HIV education.

National Condom Week. a
concerted sffort from various
! nizations, is intended to
i ighten and inform the sex-
! ually active public about
| safer sex practices and issues
|  surrounding the HIV retro.
virus

An estimated 55 million
Americans, which translates
to roughly one in four adults,
have a STD. Two-thirds of
now infections occur in peo-
ple younger than 2§

John Kieran, general man
ager of Fields' Restaurant and
Brewpub, was asked by
Planned Parenthood 1o par-
ticipate in the program
{ Fields agreed to participate
| because of the weighty issues
involved
| Kioran said 10 percent of

Fields' gross revenue Mon
day night was donated 1o HIV
education

“We agreed bocause it is a
community issue, and every-
one neods to be informed
about i1." he said.

Jeff Passorotti, general
manager of Steelhead agreed
The restaurant will be donat-
ing a portion of tonight's
profits to safer sex education

“In this generation, every.

one knows someone who has
died of AIDS.” Passerotti
said. “It touches home.”

Patrons at the participating
pubs will see coasters that
say “Don’t Have Sex in the
Dark.”

In Portland, 300 safo-sex |
kits have been made by l
Planned Parenthood staffers
and will be passed out in Pio-
neer Square today from 11
am. to 1 p.m. The kits will
include condoms, finger cots,
lubrication, HIV and safer sex
information.

Balloons with wrapped
condoms inside will also be
passed out, said Kathy Bach-
man, communication direc-
tor of Planned Parenthood in
Portland

Hesides Planned Parent.
hood, the state Department of
Human Resources has made
500 condom kits

But given the festive |
theme, not everyone agrees |
with the light-hearted tone

Lon Mabon, head of the
Oregon Citizen’s Alliance,
soomed less-than-thrilled that
a state department was taking
such a blithe approach to sex
education

“I think with all the prob-
lems we're having with abor-
tion and teen pregnancy, the
appropriations taken by the
(Department of Human
Resources| are extremely flip-
pant.” Mabon said

Mabon said if he had his
way, instead of handing out
condoms and safe-sex kits,
the department maintain a
more serious approach.

Diversity: At least four ethmc sequences are to be taught
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Students involved with the
process realize the importance
of creating a quality program,
but would like 10 see results
sooner than the committee sug-
gostod, Adams said.

But Lyons said he is opti-
mistic that a major will be estab-
lished in two vears and belioves
the commitiee should take time
to develop a quality program.

“The students don't want a
program that is lacking.” Lyons
sald. "We want to make sure
that each c um‘umnut of the pro-
gram s completed in a way so
students get a good aducation.”

Both faculty and students

We want 1o make sure that
each component of the
program is completed in a
way so students get a good
education,

o L
St Rgtesonaine

emphasized the importance ol
hiring a tenured director for the
program by the 1097.1908
school year. Currently, the eth
nic studies program has neither

a director nor faculty members
who are not employed by other
University departments.

A full-time director would be
responsible for hiring a full-time
staff capable of teaching classes
in at lsast four ethnic sequences,
including Chicano, African-

American, Asian and Native-
American studies.
An ethnic studies major

would give all students a chance
to enrich their knowledge of
other cultures, Corvantes said

“l1 hope students get this off
the ground.,” he said. “This is a
benefit to the whole University
community,”

NO MATTER HOW FAR YOU mvuu. YOU'II ALWAYS GLOSI 'I'O GAHPUI.




