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Grades: A ‘B’ is considered average

B Continued from Page 1
undergraduates, and the College
of Education has more graduate
students than the School of Jour
nalism. Together, these two fac
tors explain why GPAs in the
College of Education tend to be
higher, on average, than those in
the journalism school

“Ninety percent of our students
are graduate students,” said Mar
tin Kaufman, dean of the College
of Education. “This is the first
yoar that [the University has)
offered undergraduate studies in
the field of education.”

The curriculum for the College
of Education is rigorous, he said

“Also, graduate students tend
to be much older, usually in their
late 40s, and they tend to be more
serious about their studies.” he
said. “There is also a philosoph
ical and poedagogical difference.’

The journalism school is still
harder than most of the Univer
sity’s schools, according to stu
dents

Journalism 202, or “Info Hell,”
has & well-known reputation on
campus. The focus of the Infor
mation Gathering course is a
lengthy paper that must incor
porate at least 135 different
SOurces

“In journalism. we want to see
how students do.” said Duncan
McDonald, dean of the joumnal
ism school. “It’s a better exami
nation of their performance as a
major

“The pre-courses are not
intendad 1o weed people out, but

CORRECTION

In the Monday, Feb. 12
| edition of The Emerald
| the arnticle titled “Dinner,
| dancing celebrate Singa
{ pore” stated that Su-Lin
| Lim was Singapore Cul
| tural Night coordinator
Lim was not the coordina-
‘ tor. The Emerald regrets
the error
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to provide a consistent core of
education,” he said

Rogardless of which depart
men! they are in, students are
gonerally surprised when they get
As, McDonald said. "They often
don't think they deserved them
At the same time, grades are not
punishment.”

Another reason grades tend to
be higher in different schools
within the University is that a C
used to be average. Now a B |s
considered average

If students got Cs, they feol they
have failed, McDonald said

“Are people penalized for
doing satisfactory work?” he
asked. “1 don't think so; students
expectations have just gone up.”

The journalism school also
believes in a standard distribu
tion; there should be a greater
number of Cs than As or Hs
McDonald said

Kaufman said it is difficult 1o
earn As in the education college

“We are setting our criteria
high,” Kaulfman said. “Students
actually have to perform against
a fixed standard.”

‘We are not trying to get an
even distribution.” he sald. “We
don't aim for, say,. 25 As, 30 Bs
and 60 Cs. There are a lot of doc
toral students here as well, almost
as many as there are masters stu
dents

“These individuals have more
invested in their educations, so
they work harder and are more
serious about their grades,” Kauf
man sald

Undergraduates in the jour
nalism school are aiming for
higher grades because many of
them are attempting to enter grad
uate schools, McDonald said

According to journalism stu
dents, the difficulty of classes
often depends on the instructors

“I took a mass modia course
and a grammar course in the jour-
nallsm school, and they were
protty easy.” sald Nicole Kristal,
a freshman journalism major. “It
all depends on the instructors
They might be good in their field,
but they are not necessarily good
as toachers.”

Each school sets its own cri
teria for grades

Much like the journalism
school, the College of Arts and
Sciences also tends to give out
a standard distribution of grades

“Sevenly percent of all Uni
versity undergraduate grades
come from the College of Arts
and Sciences.” sald Risa Palm,
dean of the College of Arts and
Sciences. "We don’t occupy a
particular niche. ”

Each instructor within the col
loge tonds to set his or her own
criteria, she sald

The reason the School of
Architecture and Applied Arts
has a higher average GPA than
other schools is that many of s
courses are graded pass/no pass
only, said Robert Melnick, inter
im dean for the school

“Students get focused on the
quality of their work instead of a
lottar grade,” he sald
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MEETINGS

EMU Board will sponsor a
House Commiilee Mmeating today
al 4 pm in EMU Century Room
D. The Budget Comminies wil
also meel loday at 4 p m in the
EMU Board Room For more
information, call 346-3720

Coliege Democrats wil mee!
tonight at 7 in EMU Century
Room D For more information
cafl 461-9780

RELIGION
Wesley Foundation will spon-
| sor a Christian Fellowahip Night
| tonight at 7 at the Wesley Center
| 1238 Kincasd St. For more infor-

mation. call J446-4894
i Newman Center will sponsor a
student Mass and social tonight
| &l 9 at 1850 Emerid St For
{ more information, call 343- 7021

MISCELLANEOUS
Outdoor Program wid present
“The Bizzard of Anhiha” video
today al noon in the Outdoor Pro
gram office For more nlorma
Bon, call 346-4365

Career Conter will sponscr a
workshop, “Finding a Job in the
Heal World Job Search Sirate
ges for Graduate Students Seek
ing Non-academic Employment.”
ocday at noon in EMU Cedar
Room E For more mlormation
cal 348-8008

Endangerud Species Group
will spOoNsor & "Meet the Mana
toe” video and discussion loday
at 1 pm in the Multicuitural Cen
ter For more nformation, call |
Js-3827 |
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Here's an idea!
Be a freelance
reporter for the
Oregon Daily

Totacure: rwaem 53 BAL cerowme om EMB!‘de
TERATL Y W RPN T ke Pea e Tt
Paid opportunities
RESERVE NOW!
available for reporters,
-l‘@ﬂ e — P"‘O‘Oef'lphcu and
1S S W Mossiscos. Sum (00 cartooniste.
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(503) 228-1900

Fax: (503) 273-8450

Apply at the Emerald
office, Suite 300 EMU,
or call
345-581,

¢ Graduate Workshop Series ¢ —
HOW TO GET TO AND SURVIVE
YOUR ORAL DEFENSE

> Facully members will share thelr insight
on preparing for vour oral defense
James Crosswhile, \ssoclate Professor of English
Kobert (' Brien, Professor of Soclology
Aen Kamsing. Professor of Decision Solences
Geraldine Richmond, Professor of Chemistry

When

Thursday. February 15
12200 - 1:00 p.m. (questions until 1:30 p.m.)

LALTHESE EML - Cedar Rooms C and D
Sponsored by the Graduate School « Bring vour lunch!

How to Get Connected

with U.S. Robotice Sportster 28.8 modem

1. Stog by the Microcomputer Support Center
«. Check out our great prices on U.5. Robotice modema
" L 4

ake achvantage of the $20 mail - in rebate offer

4. Just plug in your new modlem, Set up 1o simple

t just doesn’t get much easier than thisl

Sporteter 28.8 v.34 Features:

U-T w34 and vFC at 28 800 bpa
and recenves CGroup |l faxes at 14,400 bpa

True IT
wengde

nChugdes Workd Wide Web aquide and onlineg software

year parte and labor warranty

Our low everyday price 217
Mail-in rebate -20

TOTAL AFTER REBATE #1

[Robotics
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MICROCOMPUTER SUPPORT CENTER
202 Computing Center » 346-4402 » Monday-Friday Sass-Sru
e-mall: mpp@oregon. uoregon.edu * hitp/li:mpp.uctegon.edu

THE OREGON DAILY EMERALD
IS NOW AVAILABLE WORLDWIDE

http:/ /darkwing.uoregon.edu/~ode
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