Boxing: They ducked the testing issue’
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we refused to scoept i.” recalled Marc Ratner, direc-
tor of the Nevada Athletic Commission. “He pulled
out of the fight knowing we were going to test him
if he came hore.”

Parks’ former flancé died a few months later of
AlIDS-related complications, but not before telling
a newspaper that Parks had given her the virus.
Samantha Clark said Parks told her he had tested

tive for the AIDS virus while in Florida train-
ng for the McClellan fight.

Had the fight been scheduled almost anywhere sl

in the , Parks could have still fought. Nevada
is one of a fow states that requine boxers be test.
od for the virus, te the violent nature of
a sport in which blood Is always spilled.

Ratner said Arizona, Washington and Oregon also
test fighters.

“it's a very sorry situation,” er Bob Arum
sald Monday. “It's preposterous that in a sport like
boxing that testing isn’t mandatory. You should
think of the other fighter first.”

Although Tommy Morrison became only the sec-
ond baxer to lest positive for the AIDS virus since
Nevada first began testing fighters in 1988, box-

ing officials believe other who are HIV pos.
itlve may simply choose to fight in states that don™
require testing

That includes most of the states that actively hold
major fights, including New Jersay, New York, Flori-
da, Texas and California.

The first boxer o test positive for HIV under Neva-
da’'s regulations went to California afler his 1991
test. The boxer, a preliminary fighter with an 0.7
rocord, fought twice in California under an assumed
name after failing the Nevada test

"They've ducked the issue even when it has
spocifically been raised,” Arum sald. “These states
have political problems, mostly from these so-called
AIDS activist groups that lobby anyone in their
belief that no one should ever be forced 1o take an
AlDS test.”

More than 2,100 boxers have been tested in Neva-
da since the state first instituted its policy in 1988,
All fighters, from four-round undercard boxers 1o
Jmmﬂhumm.muﬂwlwm-

tests

In Morrison's case, he hadn't been tested since
1993 in Nevada, the last time he fought in the state.

He had been scheduled to in Phoenix a fow
waeks sarlier. where testing is required, but pulled
out of the bout.

“The fighters have a better frame of mind going
in there knowing their is clean.” john
Montano, executive director of the Arizons Boxing
Commission.

In New jersey, the reforee and cornermen are
required to wear plastic gloves but boxers are not
tested for the AIDS virus. Nevada officials say pri-
vately that the gloves are mainly for show and are
of little benefit.

“They now say the gloves have nothing to do with
AIDS jon,” said Dr. Flip , the chiel
maedical officer for the Nevada Athletic Commis-
sion. “"Some guys use them over and over again
which Is worse for transmission chances.”

It was in New Jorsey where Morrison last fought,
taking on former WHC champion Lennox Lewis
in an Oct. 7 fight that ended with a bloodied Mor-
rison being stopped in the seventh round.

Madical experts say the HIV virus is easily trans-
mitted thi blood, though it is not known if Mor-
rison was HIV positive at the time

“The guy I'm really worried about now is Leanox
Lewis,” Arum said. “That was a bloody fight.”

Homansky sald Nevada has taken the lead in test-
ing for HIV in boxing and suggested other sports
should also police their athlotes.

“Ithink the political mmificstions of testing have
at times outweighed the medical ramifications in
other sports.” he said. “There's hlood involved in
a lot of sports, but the visual aspect of boxing is
what people notice.”

Fighter: Morrison also has
acted in film and television
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a 12-round unanimous deci-
sion over George Foreman.

But that victory celebration
was short-lived.

Four months after the Fore-
man fight, with an $8 million
ey g s
awaiting him, Morrison opted
for a tune-up against relative
unknown Michael Bentt. Bentt
knocked him out in the first
round.

In an interview before a June

“There was a time where |
Mm. lml-hh.l:‘of a
s, w 1
wasn1 the most dedicated ath-
lote in the world,” he said.
“I've had my ups and
downs, and | centainly like it
better at the top. But | dont
feel like I've accomplished
what I've set out to do.”
Morrison flattened Ruddock
with a perfect left hook in the
sixth round of their fight.
to a bloody loss 1o for-
mer champion Lewis in
October, Morrison o
be maki s 1
recently signing with King for
o of fights that was to
have led 10 the possible shot

at Tyson.

The blond boxer's occa
sional scting career also had
received a recent boost. Mor-
rison. who played a leading
role as the Tommy
Gunn in the movie Rocky V,
appeared as Leo, the boxer, in

on the television com-
ody Cybill.

“This truly situation
brings to light that ro one,
including some of the
strongest men in the world, are
immune from this insidious
disease,” Sylvester Stallone,
who portrayed “Rocky,” said
in a statement Monday. “Meet-
ing and working with Tomm
Morrison was one of my .
ost memories and nothing will
over change that.”

Morrison learned to punch
by beating the sawdust and
stuffing out of a duffel bag on
the front porch of his home in
Jay. He used altered birth cer-
tificates to fight in Toughman
contesis at age 13, flattening
men twice his age. He had a

reputation for barroom brawls.
He faces misdemeanor
assault cha in Oklahoma

for allegedly hitting the moth-
er of his 5-year-old son and bit-
ing the finger of another
woman. Morrison has denied
the allegations and requested
a jury trial to settle the matter,

18004427

only
e choooiate kmses and Pweay®
= | R
toefion

Horoscope

Vor Twsnday Feb 1A 1998

ANIES

(March 21 b Aperil 1

Setiee yusy il @ilh prse r aslongle
Bl e o gl Lisne o pous b g
aftes mbal yes wanl Make o paeni of
Todlorm g VPt onagh s oo L s ta

TM::J!

LApri 30 e May X0

by Frances Drake

SOOI
(Ot I3 4e New 21)

e vermang Seye
SAGITTANIUS
(Nev 22w Dee 1)

(May 21 o June 30
Yeu teuld have mined lealioge
sbul & mwal eagagement Hew

» 110 Tolldree

LE

A anl e L preees e gl
B B e L
remanie Ureagh e s Bt
el nlernele are hoglughied arat o

Altbomagh yoma armes reisted Ceas ‘

Gay and Chnigtian®
There o & way Ouf of homoseah
Cat o wetts Fronaom Feliowshg
Bos 70112, Bupens. OR 7401
Poore Té6- 1 291

Call 346-4343
to place your ad today

$100 3432773

Full seed RAon and in-lokd Fame

Los: Black 80 plastic fF Tt
- n v peiiow  Frosers)
case M2 OV0

Yalentines
Ty aisotor
| people you just lovel

Fabuloun Selection » Groat Gift i

wwnr. o you save part of the afler
e e motiee @RLIS Peal el Samd
=il harge un Lane b eniertacung
ol nght Ovee there, you shine on
1he mmisal mene

CANCENR

Wuse 21 = July ID Yons 1w etstariig o pmesod favatie
Werk rould commperia with b ard parirersbip e
i ial plane on e day [ whal pos  evts Con - ¥ e

st do and then Lake Lo for e

Cdaly 3010 Aug D)
Talns atens! muoray shoniid be heyd
[ r—— ' . i “ -

e e are faverssd Uneder wirenis
okt affeit & relstionship wiih o
ihoam reiative

ViNGO

(Aug 1 te Sept. 2D

Yomi ro ready bo mave hrward wilh
ihat new wdes of pears Tallks with

(Foh 19 1o March D0y

ty ol homne newds handing

ol pu

(Sept 2 e Oet. 2D
Youll be getling i bowh Wl
[1oerits mho Live al 8 distarwe Mewt
gs wilh agents and sdvisers are
faverwd Towight scvenis sorial bLis
bt b arwhiul et W everds L
€ L ey i we Fradeans (e

Vs U b alibinng mommedbing bors
el o yoar home in the nest few
days Yo comubd lowl soommens o8 i
dlng o yesir affaars A remponaitl

YOU BOKRN TODAY are smbs
tious and are waually & geed
meneymaker You cun secceed in
Brcmranms el albes b s LAZ en jeus
wails Hanking and buscvess ol
o e aris oflen appwal 1o yosa Ptk

Cards » Gifte : ) T

|1 M0 Fadyard Nt o s b (laey (e Parbing o the Beat el
L L Ll o e B )

of o b

Doonesbury

[wnat about it,
| Mr. Hedleoy®™ want
| to know } wrots
| the roman 4 clef

<) of the decade?
&q T

10 Cregon Dady Emeraid  Tuesday, February 13, 19968




