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It could have been worse
survivors across the Mohawk Valley
repeated these words this weekend, as they
dried out valuables, hosed down garages and
wiped up mud from the Flood of 98
lane Hartman, surrounded by family
hegan the tedious process on Saturday of
cleaning up the mess that the raging Mohawk
River lefl behind
Her garage. which had been converted into
a seamstress paradise, now looked ke o
room where the tathtub had overflowed thrwe
font, while children were making mud plos
Une hundred yards of material, gone. An
alectronic sewing machine, gone. A hand
crafted quilting table, gone
But Hartman's husband. daughter, son. sis
ters-in-law and lamily frends laughed any
way, as they sorted through ceramics. lamily
heiriooms and sewing projects, which had
been put out into the blossed sun to dry
Hartman's grandson brought over plctures
of his dad
Those still look good, Grandma,” he said
if you want them, vou can have them.
\!)l' \dll!
Thank you, but are you sure vou don’t
wan! (dhem?
'm sure. | dread going through that stuff
piciures, I'm going to do that last
This bittorsweet moment, realizing what
was saved, but also what was lost, was one
moment in the repetitive cycle of Hartman's
day — deciding what 1o save and what to
throw away
About seven miles down the Mohawk
Fred Montzoe took stock of his garage where
his fully restored ‘57 Chevrolet Belair con
vertable used 10 be
“It"s in & traller back to the body shop.*
sald Mentzee, owner of F.M. Sheet Meotal. a
company that has worked on several build
ings at the University
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0 More tun 40 reponied inguries
0 About 22 000 people were evacussied

B 1025 peopde hoxssed o Red Cross shedien

B 420 000 sandtugy Snpersed

The river water, which reached 18 inches
in his garage, pushed over several salt bags
that caved in the door of the ‘A7

But it can be restored again.” he sald with
a light-hearted grin

Mentzee had the help of his son, friends
anda t'mi-:n'.m'\ who carefully remov od the
hall inch of river silt from the equipment and

ar parts Mentzoe had stored in the garage

Fortunately for Hartman, Mentzes and
other residents north of Si:l’lng!n":-l the addi

tional § inches of rain forecast for last Thurs

day never camo, and rivers across Oregon
have slowly recoded

Bosides the friends, family and employees
assistance has come in many forms to the
survivors of the Nlood

Locelly, the Lane County Waste Manage
ment Division has waived disposal fees for
flood -f.lnm-,,'c'\i household tems from now
until Feb. 24. Foes will be walved only for
items such as bedding. mattresses, clothing
furniture, draperies, carpeting and similar
Items

At the national level. federal offic lals
pledged millions of dollars in velief to flood
ravaged Oregon on Saturday

The weather is also alding the survivors by
drying the mud that surrounds thelr homes
Fair skies and moderate tempeoratures are
expected to contiaue until Friday, and Hart.
man and Mentzee will both be grateful

I felt like | was handic apped |during the
flood and rain).” Hartman sald, “because |
couldn’t come out here and do anything,. "

finally received ad through the eforts of
HAM radio operators calling for assistance.

HIGHWAY 47
There are 20 siides on Oregon 47, which
funs through Vernonia from Clatskanie 1o
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On Wednesday

as the river levels began to rise,
Rose Marie Siegie (Delow) heiped
Garry Gordon fill sandbags o
protect his home. One of the
hardest hit areas was the Mohawk
River Valley (left), where the rives
swallowed many vehiclkes that
were not taken to higher ground
By Thursday the waters had not
receded enough 1o allow access to
these vans that were parked close
to Marcola Road. in the town of
Marcola (bottom left), homes were
turned into islands accessibie only
by boats because of loodwaters
that remained until Thursday
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8 Theee peogie are Messing i Oregon g 3 62
yea -OMd WOTRN whose home wiks Swept i the Sandy
River andd 3 62- year -0l woman whose car was lound Sud B A desaster food office opened Monday in Salem |
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Glen Allen Hoisti 43, was flown 10 Oregon State Healtt

Sciences University in Portiand with head, spine and leg B A Nood home page

e cmated by University physics professor Greg Bohun The !
HOtst was the liest casualty of the massive hghelry page has baen in service Since tast Thursday. and offery
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ROAD CLOSURES

0 Al least 500 Oregon roads wers closed, inchuding
both major highways out of Portland interstate 5
Detween Portiand and Seattie was reopened
Saturciay after being closad for hwo days
by & mudsiids and high water Inter-

state B4 was ciosed Yor Ihe A day. |
Dut Crews hoped to have one fang
opan by Monday & More tan
2000 victims
W Mist, Ore.. was cut off for Gays by high ae still lving in
water and mudsiides. They ran out of lood. American Red Cross

Rundry and patience, waiting for someone 10
temember them. Up 1o 200 homes aiong e
Nehalem River, which runs past Mist, wore
Gestroyed of badly damaged by he
ficod. Some homes were still
Sunciyy.

shaflers v oughout
Jregon. Donations can be
mailed 10 Red Croas, 150 € 18
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