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NEWS fROM AROUND THE COUNTRY 

Divorce lawyers argue steamy e-mail 
not grounds for adultery accusation 
■ INTERNET Wife 
countersues husband tor 
invasion of pnvacy after 
he read her e mail 

NEWARK. N | IAP) No tern, 
no adultery Divorce espert* 
rot tinted the! verdict Wednesday 
in the com of • hunbend who 
kcummI hi* wife of committing 
adultery through aaxuatly evplu 
it computer »** hang** 

Lonely people at night moot 

people on (hi*, it'* like a pen 
pal," lawyer Elliot H Courvitr 
said of the Internet 

The accusations were made in 
a divorce lawsuit Mm E Goydan 
filed against his wile of eight 
years. Diane K Goydan 

John Goydan claims his wifa 
eu hanged steamy computer mes- 

sages with a North Carolina man 

whose on line name was "The 
Weasel. If* also allege* she had 
another affair at then home 

Diana Goydan denis* she had 
any affairs and plans to counter- 
sue her husitand for defamation 
and invasion of privacy She also 
claimsCoydan violated state wire 

tap laws by wtneving her e mail 
"Whether it's the person on the 

computer or someone else, this 

wmwHinmrnMlmhM 
with *n\one a tea." Mid her 
lawyer. Thomas M McCormack 

Tfie Goydant. who boih *l»H 
live in their Bridgewater home, 
are mat Jh seeking f uatody of their 
dtikfreo. ages 7 end 3 

Divorce experts predict more 

relationship* launched on the 
Internet will end up in court 

But Goundtx. format president 
of the An woven Academy of Mat- 
rimonial Lawyers, and divorce 
lawyer John P Paone |r both said 
that Diane Goydan's on-line rela 
tionahip with The Weasel would 
not constitute adultery. 

"There we no grounos for adul- 
tery. but I believe there would be 
grounds lor divorce under our 
extreme cruelly- statute We‘ve 
had many reset regarding inter- 

ception of telephone conversa- 

tion*. and videotaping of people 
who were in the act,” said Paone. 
chairman of the family law sec- 

tion of the New Jersey State Bar 
Association 

T don't know that we’ve had 
any raises involving the use of 
computers and the Internet But it 
doesn't surprise n»,“ Panne said 
"I'm sum we nt going to have more 

and more of this I'm sure it's the 
new wave of divorce law ‘‘ 

Mike (kidwin. staff < mmwl tor 
ih* Electronic Frontier Found* 
lion, * -San Franc >u u luml civil 
liberties group dealing with 
cyberspace. also believe* that •« 
mail a loop isn't adulterous 

"I know of no logs) masons for 
counting way electronic mail an 

adultery." h* said Tkrt it it a taal 
alienation of affection 

Goydan says ho first found an 

incriminating note after arriving 
homo early Oct 2ft. 1995, and 
watching hit wife hurriedly shut 
off the computer and rip a page 
from the printer 

Goydan says he fumed due com- 

puter on about 20 minutes later 
and saw an instruction that an 
Hem Mill needed to be printed. 
The printout revealed the reln- 

tionship with The Weasel, he says, 
and other e-mail messages were 

found in a garbage rain 
Gov clan's lawyer. Richard Hur- 

ley. denied Diane Goydan's claim 
that his client invaded her pri- 
vacy. 

"My client did noi use |her| 
password to get the transmis- 
sions," Hurley said. The mes- 

sages may have been on the com- 

puter's hard drive, which is 
generally accessible to anyone sit- 
ting at the computer, he said. 

On-line protest mourns Internet censorship bill 
■ LAW: Legislation banning se*<* tented 
material argued to be unconsWultonal 

SAN FRANCISCO (APS — Portion* of the Inter 
net w»It go Into “virtual mourning Thursday lo 

protest legislation outlawing %ex-oriented on-line 
material 

Opponent* of the Telex ommutn* aiions Act sard 
they will t han#* the background rotor of their 
World Wide Wwb page* to blin k with white or gray 
test ft* soon ft* President Clinton *ign* It intolaw 
Thursday Cungrwc* passed the bill hut week 

Normally, taxi on the World Wide Web i* dark 
mtomd on « light colored background 

Wab page* will remain in thi* virtual state of 
mounting fur 4rt hour* to protest ,» pm* noun that 
would outlaw eh* ironic, tranumsaiun of indecxml 
and other sexually exploit materials to minors. Mid 
Shahbir Saldar, head of Voter* Teiixoinimuuattiun* 
Watc h. a < oordtnatot of th- protest 

On another (rant, the American Civil Liberties 
Union and 19 other groups said they would file a 
< ourt haiienge to the indecent y provision on the 
grounds that it i* overly broad and a violation of 
the Finn Amendment 

At issue i* whether the Internet can be regulated 
like radio and television. 

Supporters of the indeteney provision, led by the 
Christian Coalition, say it legally regulates speech 
to shield children (rom harmful material. Courts 
have upheld such restrictions for TV and radio 

But froe-spuuch advocates argue that the Internet 
is not a broadcast medium because users not only 
pay fee* to aoceaa It, but also must actively search 
out vites They say reasonable adult* taut deckle for 
themselves what they — and their children — 

choose to read on line 
l-ori Fens, director of the San Francisco-based 

Electronic Frontier Foundation, said on-line users 
am already concerned about the law * nuniftcattom 
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