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Valuable free-agents on auctlomng block

B FOOTBALL: Several NFL
leams may (
drastically with ofi-season
free agent signings

nange

(AP) Need a quarterback?
Jim Harbaugh, the NFL's leading
passor this season, is available
S0 iz the man who guided the
Pittsburgh Steelers 1o the Super
Howl, Neil O'Donnell

Is the linebacker corps a bit
shaky? How would Bryan Cox,
Kevin Gresne or Comelius Ben-
nottl look on the roster? They're
available, too

Don’t forget about Eric Swann
Darren Woodson, Mark Chimurs,
Eric Davis. Aencas Williams,
Gary Zimmerman and Leslie
O'Neal, all Pro Bowl players in
1945

Froe agoncy begins Thursday
and the crop is exceplionally
strong. Weak teams such as the
Noew York jets and Giants, Ari-
pons Cardinals and Jacksonville
Jaguars should be active partici-

pants. If Jimmy Johnson can
um over some monay, the Miami
Dolphins may be lively in the
mnflnlpld‘ o. And if Dallas and
San Francisoo can work their cap
magic once again, Woodson and
Davis might stay pul, while oth
er sitractive players head to the
Cowboys or 4%ers

“Darren would very much like
1o stay in Dallas. so if we could
do a deal with the Cowbays in
the next couple of weeks, we
would do 1" said agent Lee
Steinbery. who represents many
of the margues names an the mar-
kel. “"We have a long-standing
relationship with the Cowboys.”

Rarely do things go smoothly
in free agency. Most coaches and
personnel directors make it clear
they believe the players lost
much more than those gained

The 4%ers would be hard-
pressed 1o argue. The departures
of running back Ricky Watters
and cornerback Deion Sanders
helped stop them from being
repeat Super Bowl champions

The 0 Ip side s what happened

in Bullaloe, whers linebacker
Bryoe Paup signed, led the league
i sacks and became the leagrue’s
Delensive Player of the Year

“Evervbody thought he could
be a good player and would help
us,” Bills defensive coordinator
Wade Phillips said. “1 don"t think
anyone expecied him to be the
player of the ysar. But we're glad
he ia"

Teams willing to spend mon
oy = the expansion Jeguars and
Carolina Panthers have plenty, as
do the San Diego Chargers and
Greon Bay Packers will find
sofne savory items in free agency

Just looking at the secondary,
any Iree-spending team couid
wind up with Williams, one of
the game's best cover men, and
Larry Brown, MVP of the Super
Bowl, on the comenrs --
and Phillippl Sparks

Any club looking 1o rebuild its
offensive line can turn to Will
Wolford, Kirk Lowdermilk or
Loon Searcy, all of whom played

or Davis

w AFC championship game
!?:.1 year I the defensive line is
the highest priority, available are
solid players such as tackles
Swann, Russell Marvland and
Shane Dronett., ends O'Neal
Chris Doleman and Alonzo Spell
man

The one position seemingly
lacking impact parformers is run
ning back. No Emmitts, Barrys or
Marshalls around

But Terry Allen. Rodney
Hampton, Harvey Williams and
Garrison Hearst each rushed for
more than 1,000 vards in 1995
and would be strong additions for
many clubs

Much of the focus for the next
few months will be on available
quarterbacks. Will O'Donnell
remain with the Steelers now that
offensive coordinator Ron
Erhardt has joined the Jets? Will
Pittshurgh open up the vault for
O'Donnell, coming off his best
season, while Kordell Stewart
seemingly awaits an opportuni-
ty to supplant him?
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We offer American
Breakfast
Lunch
Dinner
(open Sunday too!)

Ask about our daily specials!
We serve breaklast anytime’

Rice Bowl

Chicken, Beef & Tolu w/
Str-Fry Veggies
ORDERS TO GO AVAILABLE
M-S 7 a8 v Sun 8 a3 v
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