Arizona hires Buddy-replacement R T rr oy mp—

W NEW COACH: Tobins
low-key and determined
style was important in the
decision to hire him

TEMPE, Ariz. [AP) — For the
second time, Vince Tobin is in
territory vacated by Buddy Ryan

The Arizona Cardinals hired
the defensive coardinator of the
Indianapolis Colts as their coach
Wednesday. He replaces Ryan,
who was lired Dec. 26, 1995,
after his team skidded 1o 412
with a season-ending 37-13 loss
to Dallas.

In 1986, Tobin replaced Ryan
as defensive coordinator of the
Chicago Bears after Ryan got his
first head coaching job with
Philadelphia

Cardinals owner Bill Bidwill,
who kept his plans secret until
the last day, said he likes Tobin's
low-key but determined style

“He comes across as a very
straightforward person,” Bidwill
said. “He has been described that
way to me by a number of peo-
ple. What you see is what you
got.”

Tobin, 52, said he always pre-
pares for victory, But he
demurred when asked if he was
saying there was "“a winner in
town,” the now infamous way
Ryan described himself when he
was hired Feb. 3, 1994

“I've never gone into a game or
a season thinking we couldn”t
win,” Tobin said. "“"Now, is that
a goal? 1 don’t know, but the only
purpose of coaching or playing
in the National Football League
is 1o win, is to want to get to the
Super Bowl.”

Bidwill flew to Honolulu for
last woek's Pro Bow! and made his
first contact with Tobin thers
Both sald the deal wasn't closed
until Wednesday afternoon, just
hours before the Cardinals called
their news conference

Tobin's five-yoar contract is for
coaching only, and Bidwill said
he has not yet settled on a gen-
oral . the other position
that Ryan left vacant. The owner
said ho would not try to hire a
general manager until after the
NFL scouting combine, which
begins Thu y in Indianapolis

Bill Tobin, the new coach's
older brother, is the Colts’ direc-
tor of football operations and has
been mentioned as a sibili-
ty. Vince Tobin said he didn't
know whether his brother was a
serious candidate

“This is something that Mr
Bidwill and | discussed at great
length, and he has assured meo
when he hires a general manag-
or it will be a guy who is very
compatible with me,” Tobin said

Bidwill ook six weeks to
replace Ryan, but he beat his own
deadline by one day. He had said
he wanted to send the new coach
1o the combine

Tobin said he hopes to talk to
defensive tackle Eric Swann and
comerback Aenecas Willlams, the
team’'s two most valuabie free
agents, beflore returmning to Indi
anapolis this weekend

Arizona’s offense was anemic
throughout Ryan's two years, but
the third-ranked defense helped
the Cardinals to an 8-8 record in
1994, Last year, the defense was
as mediocre as the offense

The Cardinals have not had a
winning season since 1984 or
bean to the playolfs in a non
strike year since 1975

Tobin becomes the Cardinals’
fifth coach since the team moved
to Arizona from St. Louls in 1988,
and the 32nd coach in the fran
chise’'s 75-year history. He
emerged as a top candidate for
the job from a fleld that includ
ed Green Bay defensive coordi
nator Fritz Shurmur and former
UCLA coach Terry Donahue

Tobin's 1986 Bears defensive
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unit set an NFL record for fowest
points allowsd (187) in 2 16-game
season, and the 1948 Bears also
were the league's stingiest in
opponent scoring. He was out of
football in 1993, then joined the
Colts

In 1994 he took over a defense
that had ranked last the previous
season and molded it into & unit
that tied for seventh in total
defense and fifth in fowest points
allowed in 1993

And his stock climbed during
Indianapolis’ drive to the AFC
title game 'ast season. His defen-
sive unit played a major role in
the Colta’ 9-7 regular season and
oloctrifying postseason

it was the 15th season in
Tobin's 17th year as a defensive
coordinator in Canada, the USFL
and the NFL that he had been on
A winning team

“I'm not against a defensive
guy as long as the olfense is not
vanilla,” conter Ed Cunningham
said. “That happens sometimes
— they re wary about going after
it on offense, because they think
they'll just have to put the
defense back on the field. But
with the high-powered offense
they had at Indianapolis. | don"t
think that will be any problem

Frank Sanders. a star wide
recniver last year as a rookie, said
Tobin will inject some pizzazsz
into the offense

“I think he’s going to make
things happen, bevause he's going
to let people go out and make
plays.” he said

Middle linebacker Eric Hill, the
toam's leading tackler the last two
soasons, said he wasn't happy
about more rebullding

“With a new coach, you get a
new regime, a guy who wants to
build a team around his charac
tor,” he sald. “To me, that puts
us & few years away from win
ning. and I'm not getting any
younger. "
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