
Basketball support at Mac Court: 
the ultimate battle of the sexes 

On 
anv given weekend. 

there I# no Oregon fa** 
kethall team paying at 

Sfc Arthur Court On 
any given weekend fan* show 
up tn watch 10 student athletes 
battle tl out for a win. But it t« 
»hn h of the two team* that it 
playing that determine* who 
thaw* up to cheer or* the Dunk* 

The woman * basketball loam 
ha* a 4*8 Patifk 10 Conferem e 

record and the men recently 
ended their fix-game toting 
strath to give them a record of 
3-8 These records may not he 
too different, but the atten- 
dance figure* are The last time 
the men were in town, more 

than 7.000 fan* hravnd the cold 
weather and went to the game 
last Saturday night, a little 
more than 2.000 people showed 
up to watch the women 

Why i* there such a dramatic 
difference between those two 
numbers? 

The answer Is simple: 
Nobody believe* that women 

can play an exciting game like 
the men do. no ihey don't both- 
er to show up to watch. 

Okay, it may be true that 
Renee Fegent will never be 
dunking the hall over a defend- 
er. and you may not see an 

alley-oop from Gndie Kdamura 
to Betty Ann Boeving, but that 
doesn't moan that the games 
aren't worth watching 

There is a major difference 
between men’s and women's 
basketball, but it may not be 
obvious at first glance The dif- 
ference is the style of play 
When the women girt the hall, 
they run the set play that they 
are supposed to run If tho play 
is designed to get Artanne Boy- 
er the ball for a lay in. then that 
is usually what happens. 

When the men get the ball, 
you never know what's going lo 

happen, and sometimes. 1 
doubt that head coach Jerry 
Green does either How many 
times has Terik Brown seen a 

slight opening in the defense 
and taken a three-point shot 
How many times has Kenya 
Wilkins tried to dish the hall 
inside to Kyle Milling or Rob 
Ramaker, only to see that won’t 
happen, so he is forced to drive 
through the key for a laytn him* 
self' Sure, it might go in. but 
that wasn't what the play was 

designed to do 

Hu* ubvtnunly. people have 
dec tded that nulling t* heller 
To most people*. mvtng • pkv 
run lik# it wee demgned io do U 
not high up on their Jut of m»- 

*««» to go to a >«>*kethalt gome 
HacVothall »* banket be It. no 

matter who i« playing it The 
outcome* of each game depend* 

■*n whet hap 
poo* in th*> 
game not th* 
gender of the 
t»*mt on the 
floor But 
many fan* 
have decided 
that women * 

heakethoil i* 
not worth 
their time 

Thl* i*n‘t the our it Oregon 
State, though The Heaver* have 
two very different teem* play- 
ing hesketbell right now a 

winning women * teem and a 

loving men * team The 
women * team i* ranked No 16 
in the nation The men * team, 
cm the other Itand. own* a I « 
Pac-ltl record 

!*«•< a use this ill Herein e wm 

predicted before I ho Mown 

over started. the sports editor at 
the Corvallis (kt trite Time* 
decided that hi* Mo tion would 
do somethin# different thi« 
year It would focus on the 
women * team this season 

instead of the men'* teem The 
women get the frootof the- 
sports-peg*, color-picture sto- 
ries. The stories about the 
men * game* gets put wherever 
there is room 

What has been the outcome 
of this reverse coverage * 

The women's team is consis- 
tently attracting mure than 
7,000 fan* to its games The 
game last Saturday against 
UCt-A drew the third-largest 
crowd in beaver history 

That is how it should be 
When a team is doing that well 
and i* nationally ranked, it 
should be attracting record 
numbers to the game, whether 
it is men or women playing 

The Caxrtte Timm should be 
applauded for Its decision to 
cover women's basketball so in- 

depth The paper is even insert- 
ing game programs on gamaday 
so Beaver fans can get to know 
the players before they go to the 
game Readers don't even have 
to go to the game to he familiar 

U-— 
Stthocty beiievet that *%,<mrn 

can play an ru tting game 
like the men Jo «> they don't 
bother to tAtm mp tt> watch 

-„ 

with th# team Tht* t* imiihvf 
*w client (ktom by the *port» 
Malt 4! the Gmetlm-Titnm- 
Nationally ranked tmm« 
deeerve i hoi *o»i at i overage 

After oil, what ton ami lunw 

every member at the ()«*»pwt 
mwn‘» toukettwli team (hot wmi 
to the NCAA Tfiumomeni tool 
year? Few the! matter what ton 
ran'I name (he atoning line-up 
few the 10-10 (Xu Jut fight mmf 

Them are difforeme* between 
men * and women * he*irtlwl! 
But then* to* diftemw ** 
between any two panti utar bee 
kethall team* The gender of the 
plover* vhouid not matter If 
tomebcxiy want* to natch a good 
bavkethall game an a Thunday 
at Saturday, they ahould look to 
•ee what time tin* game Mart*. 
not wih> u playing. 

The 2,000 or so loyal fan* 
I bat frequently attend the 
women * name* do not include 
a huge student teuton tn tart, 
the lower teuton, usually 
reterved for itudentt at men * 

games, It open to anyone bat! 
Saturday, it wa* filled mostly 
with women and little girls It 
t» encouraging to tee females 
attending women’i game*, but 
where were the men 

the in km taker* at Mat Court 
don’t count how many of each 
gender mnw through the doom, 
hut at Saturday's pnw, I «n 
*un» tlsat les* than 30 percent 
wwe men In fac t. I think more 

than Mi percent of the hm were 

girts under the age of 10 They 
teemed to be the moat loyal, too. 
as they chanted “Go Pucks’" 
over and over and over 

The women play at home 
tonight The men are up tn Seat- 
tle To see a good basketball 

Same, tt isn’t neraenry to travel 
umlreii* of miles Just make 

t he short trip to Mat Good 

Andrea DeYoung, a sophomore 
marring tn fournalnm. i* the 
a**ntant tpotis editor far the 
Kmerald 

Men’s basketball: Ducks have learned to compete 
■ Continued from Page 9 
averaging 18.7 points per game 
He wa* named the Par:- JO Player 
of the Week Jan 2fi after helping 
his team sweep the Bay Area 
schools. 

Senior guards Jason Hamilton 
and Bryant Boston provide the 
team with experience. at they 
average 7 8 points and H 3 
points respectively The Huskies 
also boost a 7-footer in freshman 
renter Palm k Fernnrling. though 
he has only started five games 
and ts averaging 3.2 points 

“They have really Improved 
every year that coach I Bool Ben- 
der has been there." Green said 
"The difference is that they are 
veteran this year 

" 

That experience has led to 

Washington victories over Ari- 
zona in Tucson. USC in Seattle 
and Oregon at McArthur Court 

"The big thing is that they are 

confident, Green said "It takes 
confidence to bring on success. 

and i think they did that again*! 
u* down hens and in Arizona 

But before the loss to the 
Huskies oar her (hi* year. Oregon 
had a five game winning streak 

against Washington. 
"We’ve played Washington 

well for quite a white," Green 
said, "hut w« did not play them 
very well down here 

But that wa* the beginning of 
Oregon's mid wMaun toning stank, 
and according to Gram. the con- 
fidence gained by the Duck*’ per 
formants* last weekend witl pay 
dividend* for the team noon 

"What t hope that we can get 
out of this trip to California i* 

first, that w« can *Jow down and 
calm down offensively and 
manage to shoot 5ft percent for a 

game." Green said. ‘Secondly, 
confidence — that we can be 
confident that we can win If 
there is a third it would be that 
we have teamed to compete at 
this level." 

MEN S BASKETBALL 

Tfewrutef, 71.*. 
M Htc EtfnwfMHM P»rM»<w» 
ProlMbl* start##* 

OREGON 
*•» Hum Harm Pp* 
F #11 KywMMfcny 136 
F #23 Jamar Curry 101 
C #33 Rob Ramakm 65 
G tlOKsnya Wifton* 142 
G #15 JtmaUwwwK* 13 7 

WASHINGTON 
7m Mum Nam* Ppy 
F «3 Mark Sanford 18 7 
F t22 PalneA FtmmwWQ 32 
C #12 Jaaon Harntftun 7 8 
Q #15 Bryant Boston 14.3 
G *23 Jami* Boofcw 7.0 
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Sports Cord sod Conic Book Show 
Sanmiav. Ffbry*ry JO, 1996 >*«»** * i««i 
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* t****bl% Aulfifrapb* ( 

QTa>ri»M»«|M * fctfflr tnd VH hick 
V. t m m m • * ~ 

Ski Bus l o ll(, Bachelor 
and Willamette Pass! 

«VU AMf r’t 

PASS 

Saturday & 

Sunday 
S i si? »t-8«rq'i 

TV 
MT. 

BAOtLOR 
Bgfg'/ /hi/hop 

Moft-Vhur 10 ? • Fff S*i t&9 • San I? 5 l&t 4 Iiwmc* • Ml liOS 

RAC 10 
WOMEN'S 
BASKETBALL 

OREGON 
THURSDAY, FEB. 8,H • 7:00m 

and 

OREGON 
vs. 

wsu 
SATURDAY, FEB. 10,M • 7:00 PM 

GAMES PLAYED AT 
MtARTHUR COURT 

FOR MORE INFORMATION CAU 346-446! 

mi AtnissioM rot no stvhihts 
WITH CHttIHT It CAIi 


